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Coinciding with the Nowruz celebrations in March 2026, Syrians for Truth and Justice
(STJ), the Kurdistan Human Rights Network (KHRN), and the Kurdish Democratic
Council in France (CDK-F) organized an art exhibition called “365” in Strasbourg,
France. The exhibit featured works by Hero Shekha, a contemporary Kurdish visual
artist from Iran whose work reflects the cultural memory and human experience of the
Kurdish people.

Shekha’s artistic career spans over 17 years, during which she has explored themes of
identity, social justice, and women'’s resistance. She has participated in both solo and
group exhibitions locally and internationally. The exhibition features 365 frames, each
wrapped in red tulle and containing images and texts that express the duality of absence
and presence; every frame represents a life, and every day holds a memory.

The exhibition draws its symbolism from Kurdish cultural heritage, where photographs
of the martyrs are draped in red tulle in homes, not to hide their faces, but to honor
them and affirm their ongoing presence.

In early January 2026, widespread protests broke out across Iran, condemning injustice
and demanding freedom and citizens’ rights. On 8 and 9 January, hundreds of Kurdish
civilians were killed by gunfire from Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), in
incidents described by human rights organizations as a systematic use of lethal force
against civilians.

This exhibition falls within a broader context of violations affecting civilians across
various regions, focusing on documenting these events in the context of protests. It is
organized as part of the three organizations’ collaborative efforts to document abuses
and highlight the human stories of victims, thereby raising awareness and pushing for
accountability.

The exhibition honors not only the victims of the most recent massacre but also the
long history of Kurdish resistance in the face of ongoing violence. As artist Hero Shekha
states,

“This installation, composed of 365 frames of images and texts,
commemorates the Kurdish civilians killed by the IRGC during protests
demanding justice and freedom. While the work focuses on this most
recent massacre, it also stands as a testament to a longer history of
Kurdish resilience in the face of continuous violence”.

Amid the ongoing lack of accountability, the exhibition questions the international
community’s role in tackling these violations and whether memory alone is sufficient to
combat impunity.
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Syrians for Truth and Justice (ST)) started as an idea in a co-founder’s mind
while attending the U.S. Middle-East Partnership Initiative's (MEPI) Leaders
for Democracy Fellowship program (LDF) in 2015. The idea became a reality
and flourished into an independent, non-profit, impartial, non-governmental
human rights organization.

ST)'s beginnings were more than humble; initially, it only reported stories of
Syrians who experienced arbitrary arrest, enforced disappearance, or torture.
Planted in fertile soil, the seed of this project grew into an established human
rights organization licensed in the Middle East and the European Union. STJ
today undertakes to detect and uncover violations of all types committed in all
Syrian parts by the various parties to the conflict.

Convinced that Syria’s diversity is a wealth, our researchers and volunteers
serve with unfailing dedication to monitor, expose, and document human
rights violations that continue unabated in Syria since 2011, regardless of the
affiliation of the victims or perpetrators.
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