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Syria: Visual Analysis of the Bloody Attack on al-Bab City

Grad rockets hit the city in August 2022, launched from the areas jointly
controlled by the Syrian government and YPG
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Syria: Visual Analysis of the Bloody Attack onBéb City

On 19 August 2022, at around 10:45 a.m., indiscriminate rocket strikes rocked thel-Babcity in
Al eppo province. The city is under the control o
National Army (SNA).

The perpetrators |l aunched six rockets at the cit
relatively close to each oher. The attack killed 15 people, among them women and children, and
wounded nearly 30 others.

In this brief report, Syrians for Truth and Justice (STJ) investigates the attack, identifies the type
of used rockets, and marks out the targeted locations.

To this end, over the past months, STJ collected opemource visuals about the attack and
obtained exclusive footage of the remnants of the fired ammunition. Additionally, STJ
interviewed civilian eyewitnesses who happened to be present at the hit sites.

While the visual analyses corroborated that the perpetrators used Russian Grad rockets in at
least two strikes, field researchers with STJ identified three of the bombarded sites. The sites
are all located in the eastern part of the city, which the locals cathe Old Thursday Marketplace.
Three rockets dropped in this area, landing on thenarketplace, Erzurum school, and a third
nearby location.

The digital forensic expert with STJ identified the remaining targeted spots, following leads on
the locations appearing in opensource footage of the attack.

The attack killed at least 15 civilians, including eight children, one woman, and seveanen, and
injured nearly 30 others, among them nine children, two women, and 12 men.

Notably, this is not the first time al-Bab has suffered hostilities of this scale. In a 2022 April
report, STJ documented similar Grad rocket attacks on the city that also took a toll on gians.

2022/8/19 10:41

Image (1} A photo taken from a hilltop in atBab city, showing the onset of the rocket attack. Credit:
Ahmad alShebli
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STJ mapped out the exact locations where the rockets landed in the -@ab city on 19 August
2022 by matching the marked sites in the abovdisted live photo with satellite imagery.
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Image (2} STJdesigned map of the targeted locations.

The rocket strikes on alBab followed a Turkish drone attack on alHasakah province on 18
August 2022. The Turkish military targeted an UNfunded school in the province, located

between al-Hasakah city and Tall Tamr town, 50 KM from the Syrialurkey border. The attack
killed five girls and injured 11 others.

On 20 August, the United Nations Resident Coordimator and Humanitarian Coordinator in
Syria, Imran Riza, Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for Syria, Muhannad Hadi, and UNICEF
Regional Director for the Middle East and North Africa, Adele Khodr, issued a joinstatement
condemning the attacks in alHasakah and alAbab dties. They also expressed deep concern
about the continuing escalation of hostilities in northern Syria.
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Image (3) Screenshot of a statement by the Commander of the Combined Joint Task ForéOperation
Inherent Resolve, condemning the attack on a schooh northeastern Syria on 18 August 2022. Source).

Targeted Sites
1. The Old Marketplace

The perpetrators targeted the al-Bab city with six rockets. One rocket landed on a median strip
in the Old Marketplace (Location: 37.520898, 36.370573), while another hit a schoolyard near
the market (Location: 36.370981, 37.521863 ).
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STJ obtained the fird-hand accounts of two internally displaced persons (IDPs) who saw the

rockets explode in the marketplace.

The first eyewitness is originally from Idlib province and today lives in the aBab city. He
narrated:

Tl was in my shop i nshel#fel T@d mpkopleltomkng areadiade n t h e
near the shop#Hs door . |l saw them put their b
son were also wounded. | saw the victims#H dea

The situation is unbearable . .No places are left to which we could escape; they are all
unsafe. Turkey controls this area, and we sought shelter because we thought it safe, but
it i's not ; shells hit us every week.T

The second eyewitness, also aBab-based IDP, was at the marketplace wen the rockets
crashed into the site. He recounted:

"There were many children on the street when the shelling occurred. | saw children die
in the bombing while they sold breadin their stalls a second ago. My neighbor and his
son were also injured. Whathappened is beyond description, and the locals are grief
stricken because many people died. T

08-19-2022 Fri 10:43:43

@ AmroReTai
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The attack killed 15 (5 children) and injured +42 civilians (11 children).
Most of the casualties ar in this main market. Other 5 missiles landed on
and inside civlians houses.

Image (4} Screenshot from surveillance camergootage posted by Amro Refai. The footage captues the

instant two rockets landed on a schoolyard and in the middle of a main street.
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The attack killed 15 (5 children) and irjured +42 civilians (11 children).
Most of the casualties ar in this main market. Other 5 missiles landed on
and inside civlians houses.

Image (5} Screenshot taken from the footage mentioned above, showing the targeted location before
the attack, with the rocketsH andreddi ng spots mar
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Image (6} The surveillance footage matched with satellite imagery.
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Image (7} The damage the rocket inflicted upon the schoolyard.$ource).

In addition to the open-source photos and videos, STJ obtained exclusive footage of the
remnants of rockets and projectiles the perpdrators used in the attack. STJ forwarded the
visuals to the digital forensic expert to determine the type of ammunition.

The expert identified the type of ammunition that landed in at least two of the bombarded sites
as Grad rocket s, which the forces of the Syria
(YPG), and other parties in the conflict occasionally use.

Image (8) One of the rockets that hit al-Bab city on 19 August 2022.
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Image (10} A close-up of the above-mentioned projectile.
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Image (11} The landing spot of oneof the rockets that hit the Old Marketplace. (Source).
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Image (12 Sat el |l ite i mages matched with the | ive photo ab«
that Grad rockets have a range of about 15 to 30 KM.
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Image (13} A live photo matched with a satellite closeup, whereby the white arrow points to the
r o ¢ klandif spot and direction.
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Image (14} A live photo matched with a satellite closeup, whereby the white arrow points to the

rocketHs | anding spot and direction, which

Image (15) The photo merges three satellite images, maring out the location from which the
rockets were fired (an area jointly controlled by the Russian military, the forces of the Syrian
government and the Peoplerds Protection Uni
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Image (16} The photo merges different visuals, identifyingtheo c ket s | aunching angl

2. A Main Street

A third rocket landed 135 M away from the rocket that hit the Old Marketplace (Location:
37.520755, 36.369350). Several opensource platforms captured the extent of damage the
rocket caused.
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Image (17} The location where the rocket landed is only 135 M away from the targeted site in the Old
Marketplace. (Source).

Image (18) The abovelisted live image matched with satelliteimagery. (Location:36.369350

37.520755).

STJ obtained exclusive images of the rocket used in the attack on the main street.
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Image (19YA rocket s outer casing locals found af

The rockets the perpetrators used to attack atBab city are identical to those used in the assault
on Al-Shifaa Hospital on 12 June 2021, which STJ investigated in a previousport (See images
14 and 16 in the said report).
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Image 21)A rocket s outer casing locals found af
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3. AHouseinal#J MZ~ (J °X3« 6X z| M-3|--T

The fourth rocket hit a_housein the eastern neighborhood of atBab city (Location:36.367916

37.521347). STJ collected information about the attack and its impact on the affected home
through open-source platforms.

Image (22)A phot o merging images from three

separate
spot and the devastation it caused. (Sources and 2).

Image (23} The abovelisted photo matched with satellite images.
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4. Across From the PTT Center

The fifth rocket | anpdre dcrossriront tied?oscOfficeyPT 3. (Landingt h e r n
spot: 36.368883, 37.514977).

2 ‘4'
Image (24} The photo merges several images from different sources, showing the landing spot of the
rocket and the destruction it caused. (Sourced and 2).
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Image (25) The abovelisted photo matched with satellite imagery.
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5. Near al-Raheb Park

The sixth rocket landed nearal-Raheb Park particularly at the Asia Pharmacy intersection.

The Source of the Attack

An observatory in the city and several military sources testified to STJ that the rockets landed
on al-Bab were fired from the radar station in Sha’alah village. The sources pointed out that the
Syrian government forces and the Y jointly control this area.

Notably, this station was where the rockets landed on atBab on 2 February 2022 also
originated.

One of the military sources STJ interviewed said:

"On Friday, 19 August, we detected a drone flying over the city. The shellingtarted soon
after and the rockets landed on the marketplace. We located the firing source as being

verified information as to the extent of damage the shelling had incurred at the hit site."

Notably, platforms affiliated with several armed opposition groups reported that the factions
bombarded areas jointly controlled by the Syrian governnent and the Syrian Democratic Forces
(SDF) in retaliation to the attack on aiBab city.
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Image 28y Screenshot of the Twitter account of the
they initiated a rocket attack on the Syrian government andSDF-held areas in response to the attack on

al-Bab (Source).
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