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A report highlighting the most prominent infringements of media
freedom in the areas controlled by the Democratic Autonomous
Administration in Syria

(01 January - 31 August 2022)

The security services of the Democratic Autonomous Administration in Syria (AANES)
are restricting the freedoms of opinion and expression of media outlets and journalists.
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In recent months, the AANES has increased the restrictions on journalists by forcing
those who practice journalism in the area to join the Union of Free Media (YRA), in
violation of the current Media Law. Furthermore, the AANES has revoked licenses of
journalists and media institutions and arbitrarily detained media personnel.

Several institutions of the AANES increased the restrictions on freedoms after the
approval of Media Law No. 3 of 2021, despite the claim that this law aims to promote
the right to freedom of opinion and expression and the right to information.

Between 01 January and 31 August 2022, Syrians for Truth and Justice (STJ)
documented at least 18 cases of violations against journalists and media outlets.

In its report issued on 14 September 2022, the Independent International Commission
of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic (Col) confirms the involvement of the AANES in
restricting fundamental freedoms (such as attacking or arresting journalists and media
outlets). The report indicates that there are reasonable grounds to believe that the
freedom of expression of journalists is unduly restricted. Moreover, it calls on all parties
to the conflict to respect and protect people’s fundamental rights, including their right
to life, liberty and security of person, freedom of expression, peaceful assembly,
association, and movement.

Furthermore, Reporters Without Borders (RSF) has condemned the increase in
restrictions that the authorities are imposing on journalists in Northeast Syria as they
attempt to tighten their grip on news coverage. Since March, RSF has noticed
increasing obstacles for journalists who are required to be members of the pro-
government YRA.

Nevertheless, the AANES has denied accusations that they violated the rights of
journalists, describing them as “campaigns that try to target the AANES and change the
facts."

International Legislation Guarantees Freedom of the Media

Journalism in the context of International Human Rights Law is a reflection of the
collective right to freedom of expression, which was also confirmed by the United
Nations Human Rights Committee in the General Comment No. 10.

The regulation of the mass media should aim to protect and promote freedom of
expression, and enable journalists and the public to seek, receive, and impart
information and ideas of all kinds. They should not be used as a political tool to prevent
journalists from publishing.

Moreover, the criteria for the application of such conditions (and license fees) should
be reasonable and objective, clear, transparent, nondiscriminatory, and otherwise in
compliance with international human rights law.
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The Most Prominent Violations against Journalists

® On 05 February, the AANES suspended the license of the Rudaw Media
Network and banned its activities, claiming that the network “has for a long time
now through its outlets spread hate, and has badly portrayed the Autonomous
Administration’s institutions”. Accordingly, the network published a statement
declaring that “The decision by the Autonomous Administration lacks legal
grounds and is coming from thin political and partisan considerations”.

On 02 August at 12:00 pm, three masked men kidnapped Farman from the
office and kept him in an undisclosed location. The kidnappers claimed that
Farman would be released after a 1-hour interrogation. Instead, he was released
after 21 days, on 23 August.

e On 30 July, the Security Forces (Asayish) arrested (without charge) several
media professionals in Raqga. Local activists published the names of the
detainees:

> Ruba al-Ali, the Hawar News.

> Batoul al-Hasan, the al-Shabiba Media and the Better Tomorrow
Organization.

> Ammar al-Khalaf, the Euphrates Heritage Agency.
> Khaled al-Hassan al-Ali, the Youth Media Committee.
> Abdulkarim al-Raheel, the Civil Council (Ragga).

e On 13 July, the AANES arrested Hoger Majeed, the presenter of a program
called “People’s Stories (Hekayat al-Nass)’. Majeed denied the charges of
verbally abusing the Security Forces (Asayish).

The Media Department of the AANES declared in a statement that, according
to an official letter received from Asayesh, Majeed repeatedly assaulted their
members and performed his duties unprofessionally.

On 19 July, the team at People's Stories announced Majeed’s release. An official
apology to the security forces was published on their Facebook page.

® On 19 February, the Kurdish National Council announced that armed members
of the Democratic Union Party (PYD) arrested two media professionals, Ahmed
Soufi from Derik and Dara Abdo from al-Hasakah, who are members of the
Kurdistan Democratic Party (PKD) and work at the Ark News. The council
mentioned that the arrest “is a planned campaign that targets media
professionals and correspondents of Kurdish media agencies, with the aim of
silencing free speech and preventing information access”.
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e On 09 January, the AANES arrested photographer Dalil Suleiman, who works at
the Agence France-Presse (AFP), after filming aerial scenes of oil refineries in
the eastern countryside of Qamishli.

The Media Department of the AANES informed AFP officially that Suleiman is
suspended for 2 years and banned from working with any media agency in north
and east Syria.

Ciwan Mulla Ibrahim, co-chair of the Media Department of the AANES, stated
that filming by drones requires approval from the Security Forces.

On 15 November 2021, AFP published aerial photographs that show the
environmental pollution resulting from the oil refining. The photographs were
taken of an area that includes dozens of primitive refineries in the countryside
of the Qahtaniyah in Qamishli.

Social Media Posting Leads to Arrests

® On 16 June, the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) arrested Omar al-Wadihi al-
Mohamad because of a post on his personal account on Facebook, in which he
criticized the poor service of the National Hospital in Tabga city.

® On 15 June, the SDF arrested Hatem al-Madloul after an interview with Syria
TV. Al-Madloul criticized the collective punishment policy pursued by the SDF.
He cited the destruction of houses in al-Mouh neighborhood in Abu Hamam in
Deir ez-Zor. Al-Madloul was released on 04 July.

e On 19 January, the Economic and Agriculture Commission (EAC) in Northeast
Syria, represented by the co-chair Salman Barodo, filed a lawsuit against
academic Farid Sadoun in Qamishli, accusing him of insulting the AANES and
the co-chair of the EAC.

e On 7 January, the SDF arrested Wissam al-Ahmad from his house in al-Jarniyah
in Raqqga, because of a post on his personal account on Facebook, in which he
criticized the poor quality of bread.

On 5 January, Sadoun criticized the poor quality of bread on his personal
account on Facebook. He posted:

“The head of the EAC wants to form a committee of experts to improve the quality
of flour. My grandmother used to grind flour, knead, and bake the best types of bread
without a committee of experts. Experts are not needed. | call on Salman Barudo to
resign. If he refuses, then the Legislative Council or the head of the Administration
must remove him. | repeat: the man derives advantage and will not resign”.

STJ interviewed Sadoun who explained his opinion:
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“l am a critic. This is my specialty. | criticize literature, social behavior, and politics. |
do not exclude anyone: poets, heads of parties, or officials in the administration.
However, criticism has principles, and the most important is to avoid personal insults
and to refrain from using criticism for personal benefits. The job of a critic is to reveal
the negatives, develop solutions, and strengthen the positives”.

He added:

“The lawsuit against me is related to the poor quality of bread that is unfit for human
consumption. The Minister of Economy and Agriculture bears the responsibility for
this. He is supposed to be questioned by the Legislative Council to consider whether
he is still deemed fit to hold that position. If not, a no-confidence motion against him
should lead to his removal. However, this did not happen. The lawsuit became a
personal dispute, with a claim that my post is a defamation and a false statement.
This is a way to evade responsibility for failing to carry out his duty to secure healthy
bread for people”.

On the other side, STJ interviewed Barodo who narrated:

“Farid Saadoun commented on one of my posts related to forming committees to
monitor the work of baking ovens and mills to improve their quality. The comment
was sarcastic and did not address the work of the committee that brought machines
to improve the quality of bread. The latter was not good as a result of mixing flour
with corn”.

He added:

“Saadoun's goal was to mock the work of the committee that was formed by us, in
addition to defaming me. His words were not defending the people's bread as he
claimed. Irresponsible criticism is unacceptable and must be legally punished”.

Recently, the Lawsuit ended by mutual consent and Barodo dropped the
charges.
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About Us:

Syrians for Truth and Justice (STJ) is a nonprofit, nongovernmental
organization monitoring human rights violations in Syria. Founded in
2015, STJ has been based in France since 2019.

STJ) is an impartial and independent Syrian human rights
organization operating across Syria. Our network of field
researchers monitor and report human rights violations occurring
on the ground in Syria, while our international team of human rights
experts, lawyers, and journalists gather evidence, examine emerging
patterns of violations, and analyze how violations break domestic
Syrian and international law.

We are committed to documenting violations of human rights
committed by all parties in the Syrian conflict and elevating the
voices of all Syrians victimized by human rights violations,
regardless of their ethnicity, religion, political affiliation, class,
and/or gender. Our commitment to human rights monitoring is
founded on the idea that professional human rights documentation
meeting international standards is the first step to uncovering the
truth and achieving justice in Syria.
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