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Syrians
For Truth
& Justice

Is this a picture
of cannabis fields
in Ad Darbasiyah,

Syria?

Northeastern Syria: An Image of Cannabis Allegedly Taken in Al-Hasakah is False

Digital analysis and verification revealed that the circulated image was taken in
Lebanon’s Majdaloun village and was first uploaded to the Internet in 2019

On 17 June 2022, a Syrian Twitter account posted an image of land planted with cannabis
(hashish). The image was attached with a caption saying that the land shown is located in Ad
Darbasiyah town of al-Hasakah province, controlled by the Autonomous Administration and
the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF).

On 18 June 2022, the same image was posted by another Syrian Twitter account with the same
caption. Since then, the image spread on social media.



https://twitter.com/khalidjuddah/status/1537796780670205952?s=20&t=6-R_tUH3Kymu0JTUNdr5Gg
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Ad+Darbasiyah,+Syria/@37.0669924,40.6510259,4295m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x154b283a4e836eff:0xd0590c80dbb4f6f9!2sAd+Darbasiyah,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d37.0721008!4d40.6524512!3m4!1s0x154b283a4e836eff:0xd0590c80dbb4f6f9!8m2!3d37.0721008!4d40.6524512
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Ad+Darbasiyah,+Syria/@37.0669924,40.6510259,4295m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x154b283a4e836eff:0xd0590c80dbb4f6f9!2sAd+Darbasiyah,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d37.0721008!4d40.6524512!3m4!1s0x154b283a4e836eff:0xd0590c80dbb4f6f9!8m2!3d37.0721008!4d40.6524512
https://twitter.com/bassamva/status/1538077511342604289?s=21&t=ITBhN5wPAWWsvOF1ex-jCw
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Image (1)- Screenshot of a Tweet posted by ‘khalidjuddah’ dated 17 June 2022.
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Image (2)- Screenshot of a Tweet posted by a Syrian account dated 18 June 2022.

Syrians for Truth and Justice (STJ) tracked the circulated image through its digital
forensic expert, AKMcKeever. Our expert found that the image was first published on
8 June 2019 by a Lebanese account on Twitter. Then, on 1 July 2019, it the same
image was posted by a Lebanese Facebook page named ‘Ma32oul’. Later, on 21 April
2020 the Lebanese Facebook page “Janoub News” posted the image headed with the
caption: “Lebanon officially legalizes cannabis cultivation”. Afterwards, several
Lebanese pages on social media circulated the image.



https://stj-sy.org/en/
https://twitter.com/AKMcKeever
https://www.facebook.com/ma32oule/photos/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%84%D9%88%D8%AE%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%87%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%AF-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85-/636966513476349/
https://www.facebook.com/LiveLoveChaat/posts/468603513709899
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=223667449072154&id=110146853757548&m_entstream_source=permalink
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Image (3)- Screenshot of a Facebook post on a Lebanese page called ‘Ma32oul’ dated 8 June
2019.
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Image (4)- Screenshot of a Facebook post on a Lebanese page dated 1 July 2019.



https://www.facebook.com/ma32oule/photos/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%84%D9%88%D8%AE%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%87%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%AF-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85-/636966513476349/
https://www.facebook.com/LiveLoveChaat/posts/468603513709899
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Image (5)- Screenshot of a Facebook post on a Lebanese page called ‘Janoub News’ dated
2020.



https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=223667449072154&id=110146853757548&m_entstream_source=permalink
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Recently, on 10 June 2022, a Lebanese Twitter account called ‘Lebanese Tweeter’ posted the
same image with a sarcastic comment saying: “We have a bumper jute mallow harvest this

year”
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Image (6)- Screenshot of a Tweet posted by a Lebanese account called ‘Lebanese Tweeter’
dated 10 June 2022.

It seems that the Syrian accounts blindly reposted the image. Analysis conducted by our
digital forensic expert revealed that the image was taken in Lebanon’s Majdaloun village near
Baalbek city. Furthermore, the expert located the land shown in the image at the intersection
of roads to Taybeh and Majdaloun villages northwest Majdaloun.



https://twitter.com/libertylebanon1/status/1535329387750506498?s=20&t=3_DNtPWCom51nftQvBhdoQ
https://www.google.com/maps/@33.9902626,36.1347929,15z
https://www.google.com/maps/place/33%C2%B059'55.0%22N+36%C2%B006'41.5%22E/@33.9984928,36.10847,608m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x54619144a37a473e!8m2!3d33.998604!4d36.111517
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Image (7)- A ground image of the land to be matched with the next satellite images.
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Image (9)- A ground image to be matched with the next Google Street View image.
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Image (11)- A Google Street View image of the land matched with a satellite image of it.
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Image (12)- A ground image of the land to be matched with the next satellite image.
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image pointed out.
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Images (14) and (15)- Matching two satellite images of the cannabis land taken in May and
July 2019.




