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Executive Summary

The present report is concerned with the issue of Islamic State (IS) members joining the ranks
of the Turkishbacked Syrian National Army (SNA) of the Syrian Interim Government (SIG),
operatingunder the National Coalition for Syrian Revolutionary and Opposition Foncss

report, Syrians for Truth and Justice (S€ilg¢s 27 names of former IS members now
positioned in the SNA as 11 first and sectenkl leaders, 6 security officiaEnd10members

of different ranks.

We collected detailed information othese 27 individualsas part of a total o65 former IS
memberscurrently active in the ranks of the SN#hich we will share with UN bodies. STJ
obtained evidence of violations committed by these individuals while they served in IS, and
later in the SNA. Furthermore, we identified which SNA groups the individuals jpineany
which recruited Syrian civilismand fighters to fight as mercenaries in Libya and Azerbaijan.

While preparing this report, our team noted that the SNA concealed the identity of multiple
leaders and fighters in member lists provided to the Turkish government.

For this paper, STJ cordad 28 interviews with leaders and fightevithin the SNA and their
families as well asvitnesses acquainted witthe individuals discussed. This rep@ia part
of a wider effort to collect information on former IS members whorsoe activein the Syian
territories amongvarious partiesn the conflict.

STJ discovered that the following SNA groups include IS members:

1. The Military Police service, led by Ahmed Ibrahiraidi and affiliatedvith the
Ministry of Defense of the SIG, headed by Abduttah Mustafa andperating
under the National Coalition for Syrian Revolution and Opposition Forces, under
the presidency of Naser-&lariri;

Tajammu Ahrar abhargiya/Gathering of Free Men of the East, led by Abu Hatem
Shaqra;

The Eastern Army/Jaysh@&haqiya, led by Major Hussein Hamadi.
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The Mu'tasim Division, led by Mu'tasim Abbas;

The Sultan Murad Division, led by Fahim Issa;

The alHamza/alHamzat Division, led by Sayf Abu Bakr;

The Malek Shah division, led by MahmoudBak.
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|. TheFormation of the Syrian National Army

On 17 May 2016, th&lational Coalition for Syrian Revolutionary and Opposition Forces
elected Jawad Abu Hatab Prime Minister of the BlGater, on 30 August 2017, ti&yrian
Islamic Counciand the SIG called for the formation of a united arwtyich combinesmost
of the Syrian opposition armed group$he Forces of Martyr Ahmad-Abdo? which is actie
in the Syrian Badia, was the first group to welcome the call on 2 September® 2017
September 2017he SIG appointed Jawad Abu Hatab the Defense ministef. On 18
September 201,Ahe SIG announced the formation of the general staff and the appointment
of Abdul Jabbar aDqaidi and Hassan Marei Hamadeh as Deputy Ministers of Defense.

Turkey played a decisive and clear role in the formation of the SNA. On 24 OctobeaR017
Modon newspaper published a detailed article under the titiBuphrates Shield Armed
Groups to a Regular Armin which it revealed a meeting at the headquarters of the Turkish
Special Forces attended Hye governor of Gazianteghe governor ofKilis,the commander

of the Turkish Special Forces, representatives of the Turkish intelligence service, members of
the SIG, the deputy head of thdational Coalition for Syrian Revolutionary and Opposition
Forcesandthe leaders of SNA groups active in the Euphratesi@hirea. The meeting led to

1 0n 12 July 2016, the government formed by Jawad Abu Hgaied 68 votes out of 98 form the

participants in the confidence session held by the General Authority of the National Coalition for Syrian
Revolution and Opposition Forces. The new ministry made up of 10 ministers: Dr. Jawad Abu Hatab, Prime
Minister andMinister of Interior and Defense; 2. Eng. Akram Tohme, Deputy Prime Minister for Economic
Affairs; 3. Abdullah Hamadeh, Minister of Finance and Economy; 4. Dr. Muhammad BuradiAMinister of
Health; 5. Dr. Abdulaziz-Blaghim, Minister of Higher Edation; 6. Eng. Jamal Kalash, Minister of Agriculture;
7. Eng. Abdullah Razzouk, Minister of Services; 8. Dr. Imad Barq, Minister of Education; 9. Dr. Abdel Moneim
Al-Halabi, Minister of Finance; 10. Dr. Yagow#&mar, Minister of Local AdministratioBounselor Hassan

Bakri was appointed as the Secret&@gneral of the Government. The government witnessed several changes
in its composition, the most important of which was the resignation of the Minister of Finance and the
assignment of Jawad Abu Hataloiself to the position, thus occupying four positions (the Prime Minister, the
Ministr of Interior and the Minister of Defense and Finance).
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September 201 7https://www.enabbaladi.net/archives/17123@ ast accessed: 16 June 2021).
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https://www.enabbaladi.net/archives/17054{ ast accessed: 16 June 2021).

4 The Forces of Martyr Ahmad-Abdo agree to the proposal to establish a National Army, Enab Baladi
newspaper, 2 September 201ttps://www.enabbaladi.net/archives/17087(Last accessed: 16 Jung22).

5 Other group who welcomed the call and joined tin@ion: The Lions of the East Army/Jaysh Usud al
Sharqiya, lte Levant Front/allabha aShamiyalslamic Movement of the Free Men of the Levant/Harakat
Ahrar atSham alslamiyya, The Sham Legion/RayhtSham, aNaser Union, Nour dbin atZenki Movement,
Free Idlib Armythe Central Divisiorthe Sultan Murad Division, the 2Division, thels Coastal Division and
Ansar alSunnah.

6 "Bayan", the Facebook page of the SIG, 5 September 2019,
https://www.facebook.com/syriaig/photos/a.437508956326466/1397306770346675/?type=3&th¢hsest

accessed: 16 June 2021).
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multiple agreements/including the conversion of the armed groups freegregated forces
to an integrated regular army itwo stages.

The first stagevasthe formationof three corps

1. The National Army Corp
2. The Sultan Murad Corp
3. The Levant Front/alabha alShamiya Coip

The second stage would strip the armed groups of their names and begin addressing them as
one regular army with the following structure:

1- Legiondncludingthree squads each;
2- Squadsncludingthree brigades each;
3- Brigadesncludingthree battalions each.

lI. TheQurrent Sructure of the SNA

Today the SNA is led by Lieutenant General Salim Idris, who serves as the Chief of Staff of the
I NYeQa {dzLINBSYS aAifAldl NB [/ RetmysOd the SIG, bheladed by y R {1
Abdulrahman Mustafa.

It is known that Salim Idris was an officer in the Syrian regular army, from which he defected
in 2012. Idris held various assignments in the Syrian armed opposition groups of the Free
Syrian Army (FSA) étater in the SNA.

{FfAY LRNA&Q R&akhiabsiavhd sbidkes ds PdpatyChiéf of Staff in Idlib,
and Brigadier General AdnanrAhmed who is running for the Deputy Chief of Staff in Aleppo.
Formerly, Fadlallah #daji was the commanden-chief of the National Front for Liberation
from its formation in 2018 and until its integration with the SNtAwas locally reported that

he resigned aftehe was accused of falsifying the number of his fighters in Idlib in order to be
granted greate support® Adnan alAhmeddefected from the Syrian Regular Army amds
among the commanders who led Operation Euphrates Shield and Operation Olive Branch.

7 Euphrates Shield groups taegular army, aModon, 24 October 2017,
https://www.almodon.com/arabworld/2017/10/24/%D9%81%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%84
%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%HIB%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%B1%D8%A7 YeZEIBRM5%D9%84%D9%89
%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%B4
%D9%86%D8%B8Y8BAR7%D9%85%D9%8A?fbclid=IwAR1S8CYKM3RgOKoXkWIhlgoQNrkswncZIT8e6daY4SXVe

ZjizZJmKDW8Xuafkast accessed: 16 June 2021).
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March 2020https://www.enabbaladi.net/archives/37077{ ast accessed: 15 June 2021).
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The General Assembly of the National
Coalition for Syrian Revolution and

Opposition Forces/SOC

62Members

Political Body

Ahmad Ramadan

Ahmad Said Yusuf

Bader Jamous

Bahjat Atassi
Riyad Hasan

Zuhair Ibrahim
Muhammed

Salem Al-Muslet

Salim Al-Khatib

Abdel Ahad Staifou

Abdullah Sarhan
Kado

Abdulmajid Barakat

Mohammad Farouk
Tayfour

Mohamed Slo

Muhammad Nazir
Hakim

Mohamed Yahya
Maktabi

Munther Sras
Hadi al-Bahra

Haitham Mahmoud
Rahma

Yaser Al Farhan
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Syrian Interim
Government/SIG

Head of the Syrian
Interim Government

Abdurrahman Mustafa

Defense Minister
Chief of Staff

Major General Salim Idris

| First Deputy Chief of Staff
Brigadier General Adnan
Al-Ahmad

Second Deputy Chief of Staff

Colonel Fadlallah Al-Hajji

Presidential Body

Head of the coalition

Nasr Musa Hariri

Secretary General

Abdulbaseet Abdullatief

Vice President of
the Coalition
Ruba Habboush

Vice President of
the Coalition
® Abdul Hakim Bachar

Vice President of
the Coalition

Ogab Yahya

First Legion

Second Legion

Third Legion

Fourth Legion

Fifth Legion

Sixth Legion

Seventh Legion

Amal Al Shaikho
Ahmed Al Shehadi
Ahmad Bakoura
Ahmad Tu'mah

Ahmad Othman

Anas al-Abdah

Ayman Bajiko

Basmah Mohammed
Jalaluddin Khanji
Jamal Al Ward

Jawad Abu Hatab
Ayman Alasmi

Basel Ghnaim

Tarik Solak

Atif Zrai

Feras al Masri

Assad Alito
Muhammed Mansour
Mohamed Ali Mohamed
Yasin

Yaser Dalwan

Hatem Al-Zaher
Khuzama Al-Afif

Hafez Karkut

Abdul Majeed Sharif
Ola Abbas

Fouad Hamira

George Koureia
Hakem Al-Shayesh
Hassan Al-Hashmi
Hasan Haj Ali

Hussein Ali Al-Abdullah
Hawass Khalil Saadoun
Dima Moussa

Rami Al-Saleh

Zakaria Malahifji
Zeyad Al-Ali

Salwa Aksio

Sheikh Mous

Ajo Ahmad

Amer Al-Bashir
Abdurrahman Mustafa
Abdulellah Fahed
Abdel Basset Hammou
Abdullah Al-Faraj
Adnan Nasir Rahman
Emad Hamad

Fadi Ibrahim

Kaniwar Rasoul

Kifah Murad
Mohammad Al-Dughaim
Mohammed Al-Saleh
Muhammad Abu Al-Khair
Shukri

Muhammad Ayman
El-Jamal

Muhammad Safwan
Jandali

Muhammad Ali Issa
Muhammed Hussain
Qaddah

Muhammad Wajih Juma
Mustafa Nawaf Al-Ali
Muhammad Wali

Najib Rahmoun
Hisham Ibrahim Marwah
Waleed Ibrahim
Youssef Mahli







