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Executive summary

This detailed report provides information corroborated by statements, photos and videos
on the transfer of Syrians and Caucasians to Azerbaijang@age in its ongoing military
conflict with Armenia in the disputed region of Nagotikarabakhglso known as Artsakh)
Reportedly, in the second half of September 20@@ndreds of Syrians (civilians and
militaries) were transferred through Turkish territory to Azerbaijan to fight as mercenaries
alongside the government forces.

Earlier, three batches of Caucasian jihadists arrimeizerbaijan on three different dated o
July. Those Caucasians, whose number was 150, affiliated to Ajkasdlaz/Soldiers of the
Caucasuan Jihadi Islamic fundamentalist rebel group active in northern Syria, primarily in
the mountainous, forested areas of northern Latakia province (Turkmu®untain and
Mountain of the Kurds) and parts of the province of Idlib controlled by Hay'at Tahrir al
Sham.

As for the Syrians enlisted, STJ has confirmed that their number reached at least 2000 on 13
October 2020; the date of finishing this report, atitht they were taken to Azerbaijan in

three transfers (250 fighters in each). We have also verified that most of them are affiliated

to the Syrian National Army (SNA) of the Istadaged National Coalition for Syrian
Revolution and Opposition Forceghe political umbrella of the Syrian opposition forags

while the others are civilians who were prompted by the woeful economic situation in Syria

G2 FOOSLII GKS WedzNJAAK 2FFSNIRI ( KReaedinient(i KS & ¢
took place mainlyin areas held by Turkey and allies, including Afrin area (Olive Branch
Areas).

{G1r0SYSyia LINPOARSR o6& {¢W FASEtR NBaASI NOKSNE
security forces begamvriting name lists of those wanted to fight in Azerbaijan irrlea
September 2020, but the official registration process, however, started on thef3he

same month. That process was led by armed groups known to have close ties with the
Turkish government, includinghe Sultan Murad Divisiom whose fighters are wstly

Turkomang the Suleiman Shah Brigade (also known a&nashat), the Glory Corps/Faylaq

al-Majd and the Sham Legion/FaylagStiam.

Later, the registered fighters were transported from a gathering point at the Hawar Kilis
military border crossing toreother gathering point on the Turkish territory to be then taken

to airports and flown toAzerbaijan by military aircrafts mainly A400. According to
information obtained by STJ, the first flight was on 22 September 2020; five days before the
start of the nost violent military operations ever in the disputed territory.

This report is only a part of a broad effort by STJ to monitorahgoing recruitment of
Syrians to fight as mercenaries in conflicts they are alien to. We will report anyetiabie
information provided on this subject.
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Methodology

For this report, we interviewed 19 sources, among them senior leaders in the SNA and
registrars of the fighterx 6 K2 | NS (y26y & WONR{SNERQ I YyR
groups and Turkish intéjlencec, fighters who have already been transferred into combat

and others on the waiting lists, among them civilians, in addition to relatives of fighters
killed recently in Azerbaijan.

Further, our researchers have verified dozens of photos and videmr®d via the internet
on the subject matter.

Besides, our digital forensics tracked the Turkish military aircraft flights which transported
fighters from Turkey to Azerbaijan, as reported by officers and fighters who were on those
flights. Our team collded information and opersource evidence, analysed it and
presented it in a simplified way.

1. Transfers of Caucasian jihadists to Azerbaijan during
July 2020

According to a statement given exclusively to STJ by an officer in the SNA, Caucasus jihadists
were transferred with their families from Syria to Azerbaijan through Turkey, tp®8ochi

Agreement between Turkey and Russia reached on 22 October 2019, whash Turkey

dzy RSNIi221 G2 NBY2@S F2NBAIY FAIKISNE FTNRBY {
fighters were removed exclusively to Azerbaigmost ayear after signing the agreement.

The same source confirmed that those Caucasian fighters wexgoned in Turkmen
Mountain and Mountain of the Kurds in rural Latakia and that they were transported to
Turkey through a land military crossing in Latakia and then taken to Azerbaijan by Turkish
military aircraft in three flights on 5, 18 and 23 Jul2@ (about two months before the start

of the last military operations in the Karabakh region in September) the source, however,
did notmention the departure and landing points of the plane.

I O0O2NRAY3I (2 {¢wQa RAIAGEFE F2NByaraoay

On 18 and 23 July 2020 commercial flights were carried out by civil aircraft between
Turkey and Azerbaijan, back and forth. While on 5 and 23 July 2020 several flights
were conducted from Turkey to Baku, Azerbaijan, by Turkish A400 midilamafts.

A civilian external commercial flights
On 18 July, two commercial flights from Istanbul to Balare monitored; one on
Azerbaijani Airlines and the other on Turkish Airlines.

On the same day, there were multiple internal flights by an A400 myiligane, took off
from Kayseri Erkilet Airporwvhich is a military airbase and public airport, towards Gaziantep

and then to Istanbul and then returned to Gaziantep and then to Kayseri.



https://www.google.com/maps/place/A%C3%A9roport+international+de+Kayseri-Erkilet/@38.7664413,35.4720372,5016m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x152b0e1d3fa4a74f:0x84bd8c4d5a4c2da7!2sKayseri,+Turquie!3b1!8m2!3d38.720489!4d35.482597!3m4!1s0x152b13d9b6eae86b:0xe4b3482b7c61f0f9!8m2!3d38.7655281!4d35.4821062?hl=fr
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STJ suggests that there is likely a link between these internal flights and the
abovementioned commercial flights between Turkey and Azerbaijan, which may have
carried Caucasian jihadists.

N/A

AIRCRAFT TYPE (A400)
Alrbus A400M-180

REGISTRATION COUNTRY OF REG.
N/A N/A

SERIAL NUMBER (MSN) AGE
N/A N/A

CALIBRATED ALTITUDE VERTICAL SPEED
10,375 ft 1,984 fpm

GPS ALTITUDE TRACK
148*
@ Speed & altitude gra

GROUND SPEED TRUE AIRSPEED
345 kts N/A

INDICATED AIRSPEED MACH
N/A N/A

= WIND TEMPERATURE
N/A N/A

FIR/UIR

§% pata source - ADS-B

ICAD 24.81T ADDRESS SQUAWK
N/A 1023

LATITUDE LONGITUDE
37.2369 37.0584

Image 1: data of a flight took off from Kayseri air bseards Gaziantep on the morning of 18 July
2020, the day in which Caucasian jihadists transferred to Azerbaijan, according to our military
source.Credit:Flightradar24 website.

AIRCRAFT TYPE (A400)
Alrbus A400M-180

REGISTRATION COUNTRY OF REG,
N/A N/A
SERIAL NUMBER (MSN) AGE
N/A N/A

CALIBRATED ALTITUDE VERTICAL SPEED
4,050 fe 0fpm

GPS ALTITUDE TRACK

N/A 359

B speed & altitude graph

GROUND SPEED TRUE AIRSPEED
182 kts N/A
INDICATED AIRSPEED MACH

N/A N/A

WIND TEMPERATURE
N/A N/A

FIR/UIR

ICAO 24-BIT ADDRESS SQUAWK
N/A 5106

LATITUDE LONGITUDE
41.07 28.76

Image 2: data of a flight by an A400 aircraft took off from Gaziantep wsviatanbul in the
afternoon of 18 July, a few hours after its arrival from Kayseri. We believe that this flight carried
Caucasian jihadists to IstanbGiredit: Flightradar24 website.
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The Kayseri Erkilet Airport is known to have the largest numbAd400 military aircrafts.

£
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Image 3: four photos taken on different dates, showing an A400 military aircrigfi\ageri airport
from where military aircraft take off mainly®

On 23 July, ttee commercial flights departed from Istanbul to Baku, two of them were
on the Silk Way West Airlines (an Azerbaijani company), while the third was on the
Azerbaijani Airlines.

A Military flights by Turkish A400 aircraft
On 5 July a Turkish military cargo plane landed in Bakich was reported by the
Turkish TRT TV. channel in a post onTitstter accountsaying that a Turkish A400
airplane arrivedn Azerbaijan carrying medical aidr Coronavirus response. STJ could
not verify if there were Caucasian jihadists on this flight or not.

Image 4: a photo published by TRT TV. on 5 July confirming the arrival of an A400 military aircraft in
Baku.



https://www.google.com/maps/place/A%C3%A9roport+international+de+Kayseri-Erkilet/@38.7664413,35.4720372,4658m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x152b0e1d3fa4a74f:0x84bd8c4d5a4c2da7!2sKayseri,+Turquie!3b1!8m2!3d38.720489!4d35.482597!3m4!1s0x152b13d9b6eae86b:0xe4b3482b7c61f0f9!8m2!3d38.7655281!4d35.4821062?hl=fr
https://twitter.com/TRTArabi/status/1279819241986969602
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Flightradar24 website tracked a Turkish military A400 aircfadt took off from
Ankara on 22 July 2020 at 21:19 pm and landed in Baku, to take off again on 23 July
2020 at 02:08 am towards Afghanistan and return to Turkey gt Yamyhe same

day. STJ ggests that the IstanbtBaku flight carried Caucasian jihadists.

@flightradar24

A4l

Do you own or operate this aircraft?

N/A N/A

AIRCRAFT TYPE (A400
4> Alrbus A400M-180

REGISTRATION

N/A N/A

SERIAL NUMBER (MSN/ AGE

N/A N/A

CALIBRATED ALTITUDE VERTICAL SPEED
I 21375n -3,072 fpm

GPS ALTITUDE TRACK
N/A 19

@ GROUND SPEE
432 kts
NDICATED AIRSPEED

N/A

9‘3 WIN EMPERATURE
¥ N/A N/A

g o

Image 5data of a flight took off from Ankara towards Azerbaijan on 22 July by Turkish A400 military
aircraft. Credit: Flightradar24 website.

2. Enlisting Syrians to Azerbaijan
A. TheSyrian armed groups involved

A former leader in the SNA told STJ that the Turkish governmefructed its proxies in

Syria to recruit people (militaries and civilians) to fight in Azerbaijan in early September
2020 prior to the offensivevhich wadauncted on the 27" of the same monttin the region

of NagorneY I NI 6 { K® . dzii (0 K $futésSnhdk SvasI3tated oyi Fiad S v (
'9FARY I OdzNNBydG 2FFAOSNI Ay (KSonghbUShasedy |
Alhurra news TV channel on 7 tGlger 2020, as he said that the Syrian fighters sent to
Azerbaijan were recruited by Turkish security compahidamerous sources and witnesses,

la{ @ NA I ya ¥ dzStNagoknéKaralaKBIENISI X 3 | 7 Gofpbed 28201 | v Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rAPckb6UJF@ ast visited on:12 October 202@ee the clip on the role

of security companiebkttps://twitter.com/alhurranews/status/13147021803944304717?s=21



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rAPckb6UJF8
https://twitter.com/alhurranews/status/1314702180394430471?s=21
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K26 SOSNE O2yFANNXSR GKIFO ¢dzNJ SeQa 3I20SNYyYSyli
these recruitments ¥ R S EOf dzZRSR (KS Ll2aaroAtAde 2F (K
that,? the officer explained:

GThe recruitment of Syrian fighters to Azerbaijan went in the same procedures
followed in recruitments to Libya, but with stricter conditions, as Turkey refused to
recruit people under the age of 18 and over 45 andstipulated their pass to a
medical exanmation proves their physical ability to be into combat, and
accordingly they given the approval from the Turkish security/intelligence services
and transferred to Turkey

A broker, one of those responsible for registering fighters, detailed STJ about the
recruitment procedures saying:

GThose who want to go to Azerbaijan can register directly at one of the
headquarters of theSultan Murad Division othe Glory Corps/Faylaq @/ajd in
the Olive Branch areas, or through people who have strong ties vttt Turkish
intelligence. In Idlib and theinternally displaced persons camps, the Sham
Legion/Faylag aSham is primarily responsible for the registration process;
civilians and militaries came individually or in groups to registration centreaye
their ID information and their phone numbers to be contacted latér.

He added:;

dThe fighters transferred through the Hawar Kilis military border crossing to
Turkey, where theywere subjected to a full search by the Turkish intelligence

which confiscatel their cell phones. Then they undergo a medical examination and

attend a lecture given by a Turkish officer about their mandated tasks in

I TSNDFA2LY® LyAGAFfte |y 2FFAOSNI aidl 4GSR
watching the Turkish bses there, which was refuted then by another officer who

said that the mission would be guarding the borders with the Turkish soldiers and

lastly, it was said that mission in Azerbaijan would be fighting alongside the Shia'a
without any Turkish forces thez.£

The source added that the registration ftire mercenaryfight started on 13 September
2020, and the first batch of fighters arrivadAzerbaijan on the 220f the same month; five
days before the launch of military confrontations in NageKerabakh. Regarding this, a
senior officer in the SNA said:

oOn 21 September 2020, the Turkish intelligence sent us a list of 1500 names of
Syrians approved to go to Azeaijan. Indeed, they were transferred there through
Turkey in batches; 250 fighters in ea€h.

He added:

2SADATs one of Turkish security companies which earlier recruited Syriafightoin Libya as mercenaries
alongside the Turkishacked force®f the Government of National Accord
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oRequirements to fight in Azerbaijan are stricter than those stipulated in the
Libyan case; for instance, Turkey refused to recruit youths born afte02 There
are several registration centres, among them the headquarters of gldHamza/al
Hamzat Division in the village of Kaljibrin and headquarters of the Suleiman Shah
brigade in Afrin. However, some people registered through the commander Ahmed
al-Duj at the Hawar Kilis military border crossing.

STJ field researchers confirmed that headquarters of the SNA in Afrin are the main
registration centres for the recruitment in Azerbaijan, which was led directliheySultan
Murad Division, the Suleiman Shah Brigade (also known dsmsihat), the Glory
Gorps/Faylaq aMajd and the Sham Legion/FaylagSilam.

‘ Olarlw Glalul |

Image 6: on the top right emblem of the Sultan Murad Division, on the top left emblem of the Glory
Corps/Faylag alajd. On the bottom right emblem of the Sham Legion/Faylagrelm. On the
bottom left emblem of the Suleiman Shah Brigade (also known-Amahat).

Information provided by STJ field researchers, officers in the SNA and local activists
contradicts the statements made hyresident of the Syrian National Coalitidvaser a

Hariri to the stateNHzy' ¢ dzNJ AAK ¢ 3 ¢we¢ | ! . 9wSthing®odKS &l A
with the National Coalition, the Syrian Interim Government or the SNA, so we cannot say
GKFG GK2asS {&8NAlIya FTAIKGAY T R{le addedNthad thg K | F7F

3 Naser aHariridenies the opposition's link to Syrian fighters in Azerbdij@rientwebsite 8 October 2020
https://www.orient-news.net/ar/news_show/184968/0/%D9%86%D8%B5%D8%B1
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%81%D9%8A
%D8%B5%D9%84%D83AIBYA7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B6%D8%A9



https://www.orient-news.net/ar/news_show/184968/0/%D9%86%D8%B5%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%B5%D9%84%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B6%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A3%D8%B0%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%86
https://www.orient-news.net/ar/news_show/184968/0/%D9%86%D8%B5%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%B5%D9%84%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B6%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A3%D8%B0%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%86
https://www.orient-news.net/ar/news_show/184968/0/%D9%86%D8%B5%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%B5%D9%84%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B6%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A3%D8%B0%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%86
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armed groups involved in the recruitments are directly linkedht® Ministry of Defence of

the Interim Syrian Government, one of the organs of the Syrian opposition coalition; as the

{dzft Gy adzNIR 5A@AaA 2\Corgs avhild thelllevalli FrodthblinlS { b ! O
Shamiya flows within its"8Corps.

A sourcen the Liwa Samarkand/Samarkand Brigade confirmed that on 12 September 2020,
the Free Police in Afrin sent about 400 of its elements to Azerbaijan to serve as border
guards for a monthly salary rangleetween 1700 USD and 2000 USD.

B. Armed groupsdefraud fighters to make money

In its recruitment drive to Azerbaijan, Turkey offered almost the same inducements with
which it has lured Syrian fighters to go Libya; a monthly salary of 2000 USD, financial
compensation of up to 40.000 USD in the eventhef death of the fighter/mercenary, and
promises to grant Turkish nationality to the families of the dead, which has not happened so
far (as of 13 October 2020), although credible informatsarys that families of two Syrian
fighters died in Libya have canenced procedures to obtain Turkish nationality. However,
STJ found that the Syrian opposition groups have not provided pecuniary compensation to
families of those killed in the military confrontations in Libya.

A register (broker) said to STJ that Turk@yns a threeor sixmonths contract with the

fighter, stipulates a monthly salary of 3.000 USD and a compensation of 75.000 USD to his
family if he died. He asserted, however, that the armed group does not give all this money

to the fighter, it rather etorted part of it in exchange for giving him anmediate approval

of travel.

'S FRRSRY dd0KS FNX¥SR 3INRdzLJA Ffgl&a oNBIFOK
between 800 USD to 1400 USD. The fighter receives only 300 USD in Azerbaijan and the rest

of the money given to his family in Syria. As for the death compensation, the groups agree

with the fighter to give his family only 50.000 USD out of the 75.000 USD stipulated in the
contract, with a pledge to bring his body to be buried in Syria in thatesfehis death.

The previous information was confirmed by another source, who is a senior leader in the
SNA:

GThe armed groups offer different payments, for instance, tabHamza/at
Hamzat Divisiongives the fighter a monthly salary 0800 USD with an
immediate approval to travel, while theSuleiman Shah Brigade gives 1400
USD.It is certain that the groups take away from the fighters' money and
give them only a part of i€, he said.

%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%86
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%8ACHD 988G DI%8A
%D8%A3%D8%B0%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%ACY%D8%ALASD9EEd 12 October 2020).

Theoriginal news link in Turkisf: dzNJ&A & S ! € dzA | £ ¥ 21 NRANGR&YZ yYdz NJ |6k {EFUYRR  [{fdzNJR & &
al O 6.Y ®a&opal2020. Last visit: 10 October 202@s://www.trthaber.com/haber/dunya/suriye
ulusatkoalisyonubaskarial-hariri-karabagdasuriyelimuhaliflersavasmiyot21605.html



https://www.orient-news.net/ar/news_show/184968/0/%D9%86%D8%B5%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%B5%D9%84%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B6%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A3%D8%B0%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%86
https://www.orient-news.net/ar/news_show/184968/0/%D9%86%D8%B5%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%B5%D9%84%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B6%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A3%D8%B0%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%86
https://www.orient-news.net/ar/news_show/184968/0/%D9%86%D8%B5%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%B5%D9%84%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B6%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A3%D8%B0%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%86
https://www.trthaber.com/haber/dunya/suriye-ulusal-koalisyonu-baskani-al-hariri-karabagda-suriyeli-muhalifler-savasmiyor-521605.html
https://www.trthaber.com/haber/dunya/suriye-ulusal-koalisyonu-baskani-al-hariri-karabagda-suriyeli-muhalifler-savasmiyor-521605.html
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A fighter in the Sultan Murad Division who is now in Azerbaijan talked to STJ and saying:

GThey offered us a monthly salary ranges between 1500 USD and 200Q USD
determined depending on the fighter's specialty, in addition to a compensation of
40.000 USD in thevent of death, 30.000 USD in the event of an amputation of a
limb and disability, and 15.000 in the event of serious injury (without amputation),
beside promises to give Turkish citizenship to the families of the dead, the extent
to which this was genuinevas uncertaing

Each of the aned groups tries toregister the largest number of fighters in order to
consume part of their salaries or of the financial support provided to them by Turkey. for
more information regarding this STJ conducted an online ir@rwith a witness resides in
northwest Syria, he said:

dl went to the headquarters of the Sultan Murad Division with 20 young men, and
expressed our willingness to go to Azerbaijan. They offered 1400 USD as a monthly
salary to the fighter, 3000 USD to tHeattalion leader and 2500 USD to his deputy.
Then we wen to the headquarters of theSuleiman Shah brigade and met the
recruiting official, Hatem Diab, who said that they offer the fighter 1800 USD, 4000
USD to the battaliodeaderand 3000 USD to his deputy.

STJ field researcher talked to Syrian fighters valn@ currently in Azerbaijan and they
detailed us about the enlistment process and their mandated tasks; a fighter asked
anonymityc who is originally from south Damascus stated:

dl went to register for joining the fight in Azerbaijan at th8ultan Murad Division
headquarters where | saw fighters affiliated to other groups also registering to
come here through the Division. They gathered us at the Hawar Kilis crossing
border point, we were about 250 people, and transferred us to Turkey andniro
there to Azerbaijan where we arrived on 24 September.

Another fighter, who asked to nickname him as Abu Omar, said:

G! FAGOSNI NBFEOKAY3I GKS 1 FgFN YATtAE YAEAGENE
airport inside Turkish territory, and then flown to Azedijan. When we arrived

there, they put us in underground vaults and confiscated our cell phones. They

kept only one phone with every 15 Syrian fighters."

A fighter from the Levant Front/alabha aShamiya, justified his come to Azerbaijan with
hispoor living conditions:

A Olyy20 &aSOdaNBE Yeé OKAfRNByQa ys&amas Sall
Front gives me only 400 Turkish Lira each 50 dayweréfore, | decided to go to
Azerbaijanto secure aRSOSY G YR RAIYAFASR ftAFS F2NI Y
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C. Gathering fighters at the Hawar Kilis border crossing point
between Syria and Turkey

On 24 September 2020 Syrian news pagesulatedthe next image saying that it is for
mercenaries of the SNA, some tietn, however, claimed that it was taken in Azerbaijan,
while others said that it was taken in an unidentified gathering place before their go.

It must be noted that the fatigues worn by the soldiers in the picture has never been worn
by fighters of theSyrian opposition groups, specifically those of the SNA.

Image 7.

On 25 September 2020, Syrian opposition pages on social media publigh@dgewhich
they claimedshows fighters of armed groups affiliatealthe SNA in a training camjp (vas
not mentioned when or where the footage was filmed



https://t.me/Jarablous_news/10095
https://t.me/ahtemlat/6903
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Image 8: a screenshot from the abovementioriedtageshows a fighter sitting on the ground
wearing a light camouflage military uniform with white spots in its pattern and another standing
wearing the same uniform with a red hat matching that worn by members of thtaaiza/al
Hamzat Division and the Sultd4urad Division.

Nevertheless, later on 8 October 2020 a digital forensic afésto geolocatethe circulated
footage and photo at (36.671596, 37.216536), which is a military training camp of the SNA
at the Hawar Kilis border point.



https://t.me/ahtemlat/6903
https://twitter.com/obretix/status/1314269847610683392
https://www.google.com/maps/place/36%C2%B040'17.8%22N+37%C2%B012'59.6%22E/@36.6712538,37.2162541,504m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x0!8m2!3d36.671618!4d37.216563?hl=en
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geolocation of SNA mercenaries t = 903
tralnlng at Hawar Kilis mlhtary crossmg on the border to
Turkey ir joogle.com/maps?ll=36.671... allegedly
pr|or (0 thelr deployment to Azerbaljan (h/t

Image 9: matching the photo and video with a satellite image by our digital foensic

STJ compared all published phstim see if the fatigues worn by fighters seen at the Hawar
Kilis border point, matches those of the SNA.
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Elalhamza_brigade [lalhamzabrigade

Image 10.

Digital forensicsconcluded that the uniform worn by the soldiesgho appear in the
aforementioned footage and photo matches that of the Azerbaijanian border guards.
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gamopedia.org

PR0RIa 28 03:20

Image 11a collage of published photos verified to be of Syrian fightefszarbaijani border guard
uniform.



https://www.camopedia.org/index.php?title=File:Azeri1.jpg
https://www.camopedia.org/index.php?title=File:Azeri1.jpg
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From theAzerbaijanian State Border Serv{B®vit SAhAd Xidn&tinin) website.
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Image 13: a Syrian fighter identified to Bbd atRazzag/Abu Hurairdkilled in Azerbaijan hostilities.
Published on 30 Septnber 2020.

Credit:Jesiwebsite.



https://www.jesrpress.com/2020/09/30/%d9%84%d8%a7%d9%88%d9%84-%d9%85%d8%b1%d8%a9-%d9%85%d9%86-%d8%a3%d8%b1%d8%b6-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d8%b9%d8%b1%d9%83%d8%a9-%d8%b5%d9%88%d8%b1%d8%a9-%d9%84%d9%85%d8%b1%d8%aa%d8%b2%d9%82-%d8%b3%d9%88/
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Image 14: a collage of published photos of Syrian fighters in Azerbaijan.

Credit: alelegranpost.



http://t.me/rybar/14496
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Image 15: a map of the disputed regionNdgorneKarabakh (also known as Artsakh) shows the
advancement of the Azerbaijani forces with the support of Syrian mercenaries as of 13 October
2020). Credit: dwitter post.



https://twitter.com/LCarabinier/status/1315030431692197894
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D. Applicants got rejected

On the other hand, STJ met militaries and civilians who did not obtain the approval from the
Turkish intelligence to go to Azerbaijan due to age issues, and others who were accepted
but reversed their decision to go at the lastinute. One of thent, he asked anonymity

told STJ:

0A member of the Sultan Murad Division called Abu Ayad asked me to bring 150
people to be used in Azerbaijan hostilities for a monthly salary ranges between
1200 USD and 1500 USD. Indeed, | was abldréov the requested number; among
them were 25 people from Deir Ballout displacement camp. | went with the
recruits to the headquarters of the Sultan Murad Division in Afrin, then in the
following day we were taken to the Hawar Kilis military border crossjrgt they
took us back and asked us to wait until Thursday for there was a batch of fighters
there waiting to enter Turkey. On Thursday we returned to the border crossing
where the Turkish intelligence inspected our applications and thus approved 148 of
us; me and another man were rejected because we are over 50 years old.

A fighter, 50, of the Sultan Murad Division who resides in north Syria, revealed:

"Turkish intelligence refused to send me to Azerbaijan with others because | am
over 45 years oldThey reject all those under 18 and over 45, as well as those with
chronic diseases or war injuries."

There are, however, people who reversed their decision to go to Azerbaijan at the last
minute, among them a man called Abu Samer, \Wstified:

a registered for the fight in Azerbaijan with my t@ear-old son, Samer, driven by
our bad conditions. They almed that our task there would be guarding the
Turkish bases, but we then discovered thatas untrue and that we are taken to
participate in hostilities, that is why me and my son refrain from that go.

3. Itineraries of the flights carried Syriafighters to
Azerbaijan

According to numerous statements given by STJ field researchers, witnesses, sources,
fighters and officials, including a senior in the SNA, 1500 Syrian fighters/mercenaries were
transferred from Turkey to Azerbaijan in six flightsToykish military aircraft on 23, 24 and

25 September 2020.

STJ digital forensic tracked the mentioned flights and confirmed the occurrence of other
flights on the 224 and the 26" of the same month:

A. Flights on 22 September 2020
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Flightradar24 website tracked an A400 Turkish military aircraft which took off from its usual
base atthe Kayseri airport at 12:22 pm, Turkish time, towards Gaziantep where it stopped
for two hours and then departed towards Ankara.

STJ suggests that thifape took fighters gathered in Gaziantep to Ankara to be transferred
to Azerbaijan later. Flightradar24 website did not detect any other movements of the same
plane on this day, but it monitored a flight from Ankara to Azerbaijan the next day; 23
September2020.

& Dejan Milinkovic
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Image 16data ofa flight took off from the Kayseri base towards Gaziantep, Turkey, conducted by a Turkish A400
military plane on 22 September 202@®

Credit: Flightradar24.
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© Dejan Milinkovic
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Image 17data ofa flight took off from the Kayseri basewards Gaziantep and then headed to Ankara,
Turkey, conducted by a Turkish A400 military plane on 22 September 2920

Credit: Flightradar24.

Page |23




Government Policies Contributing to Growing Incidenc
of Using Syrians as Mercenary Fighters

Images 1& 19: ThetopimageQ a R (S A a wasyirkt grargd/onlinedail 22 Béptember
2020. The image at the bottoshows an A400plane from insideand it is clear that it matches the
plane in the above image. Most of the sources who published the photo on social media said that it
belongs to Syriafighters who were recruited to fight as mercenaries in Azerbaijan. We hetve
received any further information about these photos, but we will post any updates as soon as we get
them.
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B. Flights on 23 September 2020

According to the aforementioned sourcescluding a military source in the SNA, a Turkish
military aircraft carried a batch of fighters from Turkey to Azerbaijan on that day.
Nonetheless, he refrained from disclosing the type of aircraft and the place from where it
took off.

The digital forensicmonitored a single flight by a Turkish1G0 military aircraft that
departed from Merzifon, Turkey, to Ganja near the front lines in Nag#&@@bakh,
Azerbaijan, at 10:43 am Turkish time.

Given the location from which the plane took off, we casdly for certain it was carrying
fighters, but itlikelytransported military equipment ®
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Image 20: data of a flight took off from Merzifon, Turkey, towards Ganja nedrdhtlines in
NagorneKarabakhAzerbaijan, conducted by a C130 Turkish militéngraft on 23 September 2020.

Credit: Flightradar24.

C. Flights on 24 September 2020

{¢eWQa YAfAGINE depandO& fod Highs Aol B8Ry ¢ ek did not
mention the model of the planes nor their departure or landing poirgscarrying 250
fighters each, to Azerbaijan. One of those flights took off from Tekirdagh military base and
transported military equipment with the fighters.
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LYRSSRZ {¢wQa RAIAGIE F2NByaArAO (GNIF O1SR F2dzN
military airbase. An A400 Turkish military aircraft was tracked landing at the Tekirdagh
airbase in western Istanbul at 10:45 a.m., however, Flightradar24 website tracked it
between Ankara and Kayseri, so we are not sure about its departure point. Later in the same

day, Flightradar24 tracked the same plane flying from the Tekirdagh military airbase to
Azerbaijan at 14:20 Azerbaijani time, but it could not detect its landing point.

ﬂiqhhudarzﬂi Q search
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Image 21: data of a flight conducted by an A400 Turkish military aircraft, landedkirdagh military
airbasein western Istanbul on 24 September 2020 at 10:45 &

Credit: Flightradar24.
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Image 22: data of a flight took off from Tekirdagh military airbase towards Azerbaijan, conducted by
a Turkish A400 military aircraft on ptember 2020 at 14:20 Azerbaijani time.

Credit: Flightradar24.

On the same day, our digital forensics tracked three flights conducted by A400 military
aircrafts headed from Turkey to Azerbaijan.

Two of these aircrafts landed in Baku, while the third lande¥eérlakmear the Nagorne
Karabakh front lines. The three planes followed the same air route and returned the same
evening to Kayseri, Turkey.

The following three images show data of the ftgltonducted by three A400 aircrafts as
detected by Flightradar24 website.
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Turkish A400 military aircraft on 24 September 202fkdit: Flightradar24.
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Image 24: data of a flight took off from unknown point in Turkey to Baku, Azerbaijan, conducted by a
Turkish A400 military aircraft on 24 September 202€dit: Flightradar24.
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Image 23: data of a flight took off from unknown point in TurkeY ¢éwlakh Azerbaijan, conducted
by a Turkish A400 military aircraft on 24 September 2Q26dit: Flightradar24.

The following three images show the return flights of these aircraft froeri#gjan towards
Kayseri in Turkey the same evening
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Image 26: data of a flight took off from unknown point in Azerbaijan to Turkey conducted by a
Turkish A400 military aircraft on 24 September 202fkdit: Flightradar24.
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Image 27: data of #light took off from unknown point in Azerbaijan to Turkey conducted by a
Turkish A400 military aircraft on 24 September 202@dit: Flightradar24.
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Image 28: data of a flight took off from unknown point in Azerbaijan to Turkey conducted by a
Turkish A400 military aircraft on 24 September 202€dit: Flightradar24.
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D. Flights on 25 September 2020

According to our private military source, the plane that carried fighters on this day also
carried officers and soldiers residing intBeF FA OSNE Q OF YLI Ay {&NAI =
officers defected from the Syrian regular army.

The same source confirmed that this plane took off from Tekirdagh military airbase and
landed in the Hajji Zeynalabdin Taghiyev airport, but our digitalnigios, nevertheless,
could only detect its departure point and tracked it when on its way back to Turkey.
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Image 29: data of a flight took off froiirekirdagh airbasé,urkey, towards Azerbaijan conducted by
a Turkish A400 military aircraft on 25 SeptemB620.

Credit: Flightradar24.
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Image 30: data of a flight froffiurkey to Azerbaijan conducted by a Turkish A400 military aircraft on
25 September 202redit: Flightradar24.

E. Flights of 26 September 2020

On this day, Flightradar24 spotted a Turkish A400 military aircraft flying from Kayseri to the
Tekirdagh air base in Istanbul, Turkey and then took off from theMetdakhin Azerbaijan,
and it was then tracked on its way back from Azerbaijan to Diyarbblkrkey ®
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Image 31: data of a flight from Kayseri airbasé@ ¢é&irdagh airbasé,urkey, conducted by a Turkish
A400 military aircraft on 25 September 2020edit: Flightradar24.
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Image 32: data of a flight froffiekirdagh airbasé,urkey, toAzerbaijan conducted by a Turkish A400
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military aircraft on 26 September 2020redit

K _sat, Sep 26, 2020, 16:50

: Flightradar24.

Q Ssearch

Image 33: data of a flight from AzerbaijanTtekirdagh airbasé&,urkey, conducted by a Turkish A400
military aircraft on 26 September 2020redit: Flightradar24.
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4. Dozens of Syrians died in Azerbaijan, their bodies
handed over to their families

Soon after the arrival of the first batch of the Syrian fighters to Azerbaijan, local Syrian
media outlets started reporting dozens of deaths resulted from bombipgst of them in
the region ofNagorneKarabakh and then photos and videos of the bodiesaweaked.

On 4 October 2020, videos have been circulated showing bodies of fighters killed in
Azerbaijan, they were then handed over to their families in Syria by the SNA.

STJ interviewed relatives of a number of those dead in Azerbaijan, some of wheiwetkc
the bodies of their sons and others have not yet.

In late September, STJ field researcher went to Hawar Kilis border crossing, where the
FAIAKGSNEQ 02RASA& 3IFGKSNBR 06STF2NBX o0SAy3a Kl yl
obtained information confming the existence of 64 bodies awaiting the hand over. He

guoted a commander at the border crossing saying:

@S AYF2NXY FlLYAtASE lo2dzi GKSANI 432ya3Q RS
them to set a condolence tent for him immediately, even before they take their
bodies; we bring bodies from Azerbaijan every 15 days bunch not each aloné.

STJ field researeh also met a relative of the fighter Muhammad KhaledSilihnah who
hails from the city of Ma'arrat éNu'man, Idlib, and recently died in Azerbaijan, he stated:

oMuhammad moved between several factions before he joined tBaeleiman Shah
Brigade(also known as aAmshat) and went to Azerbaijan through it. last saw
him on 15 Septembeand he told me then that he was going to Azerbaijan. On 19
September he phoned us saying that he was still in Turkey and that his flight was
the next day and we ha® not heard from him since then. Two days ago, however,
the leader of his group told us that he was killed and they will send us his body, we
received it on October 4. "

Image 34: the fighter Muhammad Khaled @hihnah before and after his death in
Azerbaijan.
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Reportedly, several deaths among the Syrian fighters/mercenaries in Azerbaijan occurred;
STJ verified the reports and confirmed the death of:

1.

©XNOOAWN

Abd atRazzaq, known as Abu Hurairah, and Abu Shakladri from the Sultan
Murad Division &

Mahmoudal-Najjar andAbd atHanan Abd aRazzaq from the Mu'tasim Division.
Kinan Farzat, battalion commander in tAeHamza/alHamzat Division.

Yasser Farzat from the Malik Shah group.

Bilal aiTaybani from the 112 Division.

Walid atAshtar fromthe Sham Legion/Faylag8ham.

Abu Jassem Aaghloul from the Sultan Murad Division.

Saddam Droubi from thal-Hamza/alHamzat Division.

Muhammada{f KI QI f I vy |  QEH¥nYz&/aHaSZ80DNision &nd Bis
escortguard Hussein Talha.

STJ field researcher met a fighter in taeHamza/alHamzat Division who is present in
Azerbaijan; he disclosed:

Muhammad ai{ KI QFf 'y gl & I 02 YBhay/iR&/blatidngfiesi KS ¢ K
of the Levant, he left the group several weeks ago and joirdéHamza/atHamzat

Division with his battalion in order to go and fight in Azerbaijan. However, when

he arrived there, he had a dispute with Saif Abu Bakr, leader oHalmza/al

Hamzat Division, for haskedto return to Syria with his battalion because he did

y2i aird ¢Sttt 6A0GK GKS aAiAddzrdiAz2y GKSNBI |
Following that, Abu Bakr detained dl KI QF f 'y FT2NJ aS@SNI £ K2 dzN
under presure from hisbattalion which was then transferred with him to the
Armenialran border, where Muhammadal-{ K| QF f I y I guBrd Huss&in S& O2 N
Talha were killed as a result of the fierce battles thege.

On the right Muhammad d K| QI f | y @ udsgfh Téle.S € SFaG |
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A Syrian fighter in the Sultan Murad Division ranks in Azerbaijan told STJ that there are
fighters who arrivedn Azerbaijan but refused to take part in hostilities, since they were told
that their mission would be guarding tlaurkish bases and borders there.

Image 37:

From the top right: Yasser Abu Omar Farzat, Qasim Mustdfgttainour, Abd aHanan Abd al
Razzaq and Bilal-@hybani.

From the middle rightMuhammad Shaalan, Mahmoud Najjar, Haitham Ali SalmarHaisdein
Talha.

From the bottom right: Major Kinan Farzat, WalidAahtar/Abu Basil, Muhammad Khaled al
Shihnah (before his death), Muhammad Khaledaihnah (after his death).
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Kinan Farzat before and after his death in Azerbaijan.

5. Analysis ofopen-source photos and videos

Geolocated video of SNA in Horadiz
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