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Front Lines Aflame: Crop Fires Ravage Syria's Jazirah 

Region, Scorching Fields and Destroying Harvests 

In Collaboration with PAX for Peace, STJ has investigated and 

analyzed recently occurring crop fires along the front lines the 

Turkish-backed SNA and the SDF, threatening local agricultural and 

food security 
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Executive Summary 

Over the last several years, summer crop fires in north east Syria have become a reoccurring 

issue. Largely commencing in early May, these fires overlap with wheat and barley harvest 

seasons. These put at risk the crop yields, representing the livelihood of local farmers in 

addition ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŦƻƻŘ ǎǘŀǇƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŦƛǊŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ IŀǎŀƪŀƘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊŀǘŜΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ {ȅǊƛŀΩǎ 

ΨōǊŜŀŘōŀǎƪŜǘΣΩ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ ƻŦ ōƭŀȊŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘΣ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŀōƭȅ ƳŀǇǇƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƭƛƴŜǎ 

between the Turkish-backed Free Syrian Army and the Syrian Democratic Forces. Analysis 

conducted by Pax for Peace via satellite shows that approximately 43,000 acres of land in 

this area, between the towns of Ras al-Ψ!ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ¢Ŝƭ ¢ŀƳŜǊΣ ōǳǊƴŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ aŀȅ мрth and 

July 25th of 2020, representing 10% of total land burned in Hasakah during this time period. 

In researching this report, STJ spoke to a number of local farmers, as well as civilian and 

military officials active on the front lines, particularly in the vicinity of Tel Tamer. These 

testimonies highlight a number of trends relating to these crop fires. 

Witness statements diverge on who or what is responsible for these incidents. These 

disagreements demonstrate not only the polarized conflict environment where the fires 

occur but also the difficulty local authorities have had in investigating such fires, and in 

producing evidence as to the causes. It is likely that these crop fires are started in a number 

of different ways, included but not limited to accidental causes, controlled burns 

occasionally set after harvests, blazes set by militant factions in order to clear visibility 

around front line fortifications, and as a side effect of shelling and small scale clashes 

occurring in the area. In addition, some testimonies mention threats of arson made to local 

farmers by militants, particularly from Syrian National Army factions, in efforts to secure 

rent, or bribes. 

What is evident is the lack of resources and ability local emergency response organizations 

have in fighting these fires. Whether those that cultivate land under Syrian National Army or 

under Syrian Democratic Forces control, farmers STJ spoke to frequently highlighted the 

slow response times and inadequate supplies of local fire brigades, allowing small fires to 

burn entire acres. In fields directly on the front lines, conflict geography acts as yet another 

impediment to firefighting efforts, as these areas are reportedly made inaccessible by local 

militants or gunfire of those on the opposing side. 
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Introduction 

5ŀǊƪŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛŜǎ ƻŦ {ȅǊƛŀΩǎ ŦŜǊǘƛƭŜ ƴƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘΣ ŦƛǊŜǎ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘƭȅ ōǊƻƪŜ ƻǳǘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŎǊƻǇ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ 

ǘƘƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ aŀȅ ŀƴŘ WǳƴŜΦ bƻǿ ŀ ŘŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƘŀƭƭƳŀǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

flames scorched thousands of acres of crops, threatening the livelihoods of local farmers 

ŀƴŘ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǎǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ŘŀƴƎŜǊΦ Last year, the so-called 

Islamic State was suspected to have perpetrated numerous counts of arson in Syria and 

neighboring Iraq, devastating large swaths of land and robbing farmers of their income. This 

year, a similar pattern of scorched-earth incidents have materialized, concentrated in 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿƭȅ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƭƛƴŜǎ ƻŦ {ȅǊƛŀΩǎ ƴƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘΦ 

 

 

1. A fire burns through the cemetery and fields of the village of al-Tawilah, along the Khabour 

river, June 14th, 2020. 

 

 

A rŜŎŜƴǘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ {ȅǊƛŀΩǎ ƴƛƴŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦǊƻƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ƻŦ 

Operation Peace Spring, the 2019 cross-border invasion conducted by the Turkish military 

and their local proxy forces, the Syrian National Army (SNA). This offensive targeted the 

towns of Tel Abyad and Ras al-Ψ!ƛƴκ{ŜǊşƪŀƴƛȅşΣ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾŀǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ 

capturing these border towns and the surrounding countryside from the US-backed Syrian 

Democratic Forces (SDF). In response to this situation, the SDF reached a deal leading to the 

entrance of the Syrian regime and their Russian allies to the region, now manning the new 

front lines as a potential deterrent of future offensive action carried out by Turkey. Since 

then, the situation has stabilized geographically though sporadic clashes and shelling 

continue to occur, particularly in the east on the outskirts of SDF-controlled town Tel Tamer. 

https://stj-sy.org/en/massive-wheat-crop-fires-threaten-syrias-food-security/
https://stj-sy.org/en/massive-wheat-crop-fires-threaten-syrias-food-security/
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2. Map of the northwestern Hasakah countryside, with green demarcating the territory 

controlled by Turkey and the SNA 

 

 

Following local reporting on incidents of burned agricultural land,  PAX and Syrian for Truth 

and Justice have collaborated to collect information from areas affected by the recurrence 

ƻŦ ǿƛƭŘŦƛǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴŀƭȅȊŜ ǎŀǘŜƭƭƛǘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǊȅ ŦǊƻƳ 9{!Ωǎ {ŜƴǘƛƴŜƭ-2 and Planet Labs in order to 

assess possible patterns of conflict-related crop and grazing field fires. In this article, we will 

briefly provide an overview of this troubling situation in Syria's northeast, lay out the direct 

risks such crop fires represent to peƻǇƭŜǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜƭƛƘƻƻŘǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǿƛŘŜǊ 

issues regarding food security in a country already suffering from a collapsing economy and 

shortages of water, fuel and food. 
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3. Ongoing fires visible along the Khabour river west of Tel Tamer, June 14th, 2020. Image 

provided to STJ/PAX by Planet Labs. 

 

 

 

1. From accident to arson 

 

Attributing the cause of wildfires presents a challenge to researchers, particularly when such 

occur in conflict areas like northeastern Syria, where third party access is limited. Given that 

local news outlets and social media accounts are typically polarized along the lines of the 

conflict, blame is often simultaneously assigned to opposing actors depending on who is 

reporting.  With the front lines studied here consistently being mentioned in reports as the 

site of small-scale clashes and bouts of shelling rarely captured on film, it is difficult to 

properly verify whether such events are actually the causes of such fires. Additionally, as 

addressed in the testimonies of multiple local farmers interviewed for this report, neither 

the SDF-affiliated Autonomous Administration of North East Syria (AANES) nor the rivaling 

governance institutions in Turkish-controlled territory appear to be able and/or willing to 

properly investigate these incidents, instead simply lay blame at the opposing party. 
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4. Fields burning along the Khabour river west of Tel Tamer, June 14th, 2020. 

 

 

Not all fires occurring on farmland are accidental or the product of arson. Some are set by 

ǘƘŜ ǇƭƻǘΩǎ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƻǊǎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ 

ΨǎǘǳōōƭŜ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎΦΩ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƪŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƎǊŀƛƴ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀƭƪǎ ŀƴŘ 

seed pods, collectively known as crop or field residues, are left behind. This vegetation is 

occasionally burned by farmers in order to dispose of it in a cheap and rapid manner, in turn 

allowing for a quicker replanting of the plot, and as a way to fertilize the soil. Largely due to 

its contribution to air pollution, this controversial technique has been regulated or partially 

banned by multiple countries. While none of the farmers we spoke to mentioned stubble 

burning as a cause of fires occurring this year, this technique is not unknown in the region. 

Another example of purposeful burning of agricultural land has been witnessed in Iraq, 

where incidents of farmers torching their own crops in protest of the low food prices has 

been reported. 

 

 

Additionally it must be pointed out that not all fields in these areas are currently used for 

grain cultivation. Some are used for livestock grazing, while others, particularly near military 

sites, may not be in use at all. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/stubble-burning-punjab-farmers-amarinder-singh-ngt-air-pollution-4897240/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/stubble-burning-punjab-farmers-amarinder-singh-ngt-air-pollution-4897240/
http://deq.idaho.gov/air-quality/burning/crop-residue-burning/
http://deq.idaho.gov/air-quality/burning/crop-residue-burning/
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSPEK224238
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSPEK224238
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSPEK224238
https://twitter.com/BjarSharif/status/1279386288022523904?s=20
https://twitter.com/BjarSharif/status/1279386288022523904?s=20
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5. A shepherd and his flock in a field outside the village of al-Kuzliyah, Tel Tamer countryside. 

 

In 2019, following the final territorial defeat of the organization along the northern banks of 

the Euphrates, the so-called Islamic State claimed responsibility for a number of acts of 

arson in Syria and Iraq. These were cast by the group as acts of retribution; the local 

cultivators whose livelihood they wantonly destroyed were ŘŜŜƳŜŘ ΨŀǇƻǎǘŀǘŜǎΩ or 

collaborators. Within this context, it was additionally reported that others used the IS claims 

of responsibility as a cover to settle scores of their own. However, such accusations were 

levied against an array of actors on all sides of the conflicts in Syria and Iraq, with scant 

corroborating evidence. Fires have also been pinned on local criminal groups in the process 

of extorting local farmers in Iraq; activity that could possibly have been at play in Syria as 

well. 

Also of note is the precedent set last year in northwestern Syria, particularly within the 

governorate of Idlib. This was the site of numerous crop fires, particularly within front line 

areas, many of which were attributed to bombardment or acts of arson committed by 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ȅǊƛŀƴ ǊŜƎƛƳŜΩǎ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅΦ  

Estimates for the amount of crop fields lost to fire in 2019 vary dramatically. As quoted by 

ǘƘŜ CƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ όC!hύΣ ǘƘŜ {ȅǊƛŀƴ άgovernment 

estimates that 85 000 hectares of crops were burnǘΦέ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǉǳƛǘŜ 

low when contrasted with remote sensing analysis conducted by REACH that shows over 

474.000 acres, roughly 191.000 hectares, to have been burned. Moreover, the FAO report 

seems to indicate that most fires were accidental, while shelling of farmland in Idlib, Aleppo 

and intentional torching in Hasakah and Raqqa seem to have most likely been the results of 

deliberate tactics. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/mystery-crop-fires-scorch-thousands-of-acres-in-syria-and-iraq--and-isis-claims-responsibility/2019/06/07/8507eb00-87a1-11e9-9d73-e2ba6bbf1b9b_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/mystery-crop-fires-scorch-thousands-of-acres-in-syria-and-iraq--and-isis-claims-responsibility/2019/06/07/8507eb00-87a1-11e9-9d73-e2ba6bbf1b9b_story.html
https://www.bellingcat.com/news/mena/2019/06/03/torching-and-extortion-osint-analysis-of-burning-agriculture-in-iraq/
https://www.bellingcat.com/news/mena/2019/06/03/torching-and-extortion-osint-analysis-of-burning-agriculture-in-iraq/
https://stj-sy.org/en/massive-wheat-crop-fires-threaten-syrias-food-security/
https://stj-sy.org/en/massive-wheat-crop-fires-threaten-syrias-food-security/
http://www.fao.org/resilience/resources/resources-detail/en/c/1208318/#:~:text=Wheat%20production%20is%20estimated%20at,tonnes%20(2002%2D2011).&text=The%20Government%20estimates%20that%2085,crops%20were%20burnt%20this%20year.
https://reliefweb.int/map/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-northern-syria-relativized-burn-ratio-analysis-4th-may
https://reliefweb.int/map/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-northern-syria-relativized-burn-ratio-analysis-4th-may
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2. Syrians facing food insecurity amidst COVID-19 

outbreak and conflict  

Known as the Jazirah region, the northeastern governorates of Hasakah and Raqqa make up 

ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ {ȅǊƛŀΩǎ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƎǊŜŜƴ ōŜƭǘΦ ²ƛǘƘ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǊŀƛƴŦŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǊǊƛƎŀǘŜŘ ŎǊƻǇ 

fƛŜƭŘǎ ǘƘŜ WŀȊƛǊŀƘ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ΨōǊŜŀŘōŀǎƪŜǘΦΩ 

 

 

6. Crop fields of the Jazirah, as seen by drone. 

 

 

Illustrating this is data published by the FAO in 2018 and 2019, showing that over the 

previous three years these two provinces have contriōǳǘŜŘ ппΦо҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭ 

hectares of wheat harvested in addition to 65.07% of the barley harvest. These figures likely 

Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǘŜƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ȅǊƛŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ 

Agriculture and Agrarian Reform, rather than from the AANES which currently controls most 

of Hasakah and Raqqa. Another factor pointing to these figures being an 

underrepresentation of the real agricultural importance of the Jazirah is the poor harvest of 

нлмуΣ άthe worst in living memoryΣέ όFAO, 2019) which affected the wheat yield of al-

Hasakah in particular. Overall, the Jazirah has been heavily impacted by the Syrian conflict, 

as can be seen in 2017 data by FAO and the World Food Program on affected agricultural 

areas and crop harvest. Their overall estimate for agricultural loss of damage to the 

agricultural sector in 2017, already a 3-year old report, was estimated to be over $15 billion 

dollar, a number undoubtedly higher today. 

http://www.fao.org/3/ca1805EN/ca1805en.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca1805EN/ca1805en.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca5934EN/ca5934en.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca5934EN/ca5934en.pdf
http://www.fao.org/emergencies/resources/documents/resources-detail/en/c/878213/
http://www.fao.org/emergencies/resources/documents/resources-detail/en/c/878213/
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7. YŜȅ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ C!hΩǎ нлмт Ψ/ƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƻǎǘΥ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ {ȅǊƛŀ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǎƛȄ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ 

ŎǊƛǎƛǎΩ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ 

 

These crop fires are yet another factor threatening food security in northeastern Syria. 

Studies published by the UN and aid organisations in June 2020 on food security and 

malnutrition indicate that over 9 million Syrian go to sleep hungry each day, while an 

ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ о Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ Ψŀǘ ǊƛǎƪΦΩ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎǘŀƎƎŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ǎǘŜƳ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 

factors; not just the interruption in food production and distribution brought about by the 

conflict, but the extensive nationwide population of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs), and 

ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǇǊŜŎƛǇƛǘƻǳǎ ŘŜǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ȅǊƛŀΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴŎȅΣ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ŜōŀƴŜǎŜ 

fiscal crisis as well as international sanctions targeting the Syrian government. 

 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/06/1067252
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/06/1067252
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-crisis-hunger-spreading-amid-covid-and-economic-collapse
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-crisis-hunger-spreading-amid-covid-and-economic-collapse
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Given the lack of international rŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ 

from the outside world, the economic situation under the AANES and the welfare of its 

population exist symbiotically with that of Damascus. In addition to the constraints that this 

represents, ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ !!b9{Ωǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ 

ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŦƻƻŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦƻƻŘ ǇǊƛŎŜǎΦ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмф hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ tŜŀŎŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎ 

not only created a sizable influx of IDPs to other parts of the northeast, but also resulted in 

ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƭŀƴŘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƛȊŀōƭŜ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

was being stored in grain silos in the Tel Abyad and Ras al-Ψ!ƛƴ ŀǊeas, captured by Turkish-

backed militants. This only makes the danger that crop fires in Hasakah and Raqqa represent 

all the more threatening to local food security. As was observed with the crop fires of 2019, 

the effects of such calamities are not only felt during the corresponding harvest season, but 

during the subsequent year as well, as they rob farmers of seeds required to grow their next 

yield. 

3. Water on the fires, virus in the sky 

Extinguishing crop fire primarily requires two elements: proper equipment and water. The 

Autonomous Administration appears unable to maintain fire brigades with enough properly 

trained members, nor does it possess a sufficient amount of trucks and equipment. These 

deficiencies can be noticed in testimonies collected below, which often speak of fire 

ōǊƛƎŀŘŜǎ ŀǊǊƛǾƛƴƎ ƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜΣ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ŦǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘǎΦ 

Additionally, testimonies of farmers living under Turkish and SNA-controlled areas suggests 

that the Syria Civil Defense, the primary emergency response institution in opposition 

ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΣ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ 

address the issue of crop fires.  

 

8. An AANES-affiliated fire brigade responding to a call somewhere in the Jazirah. 

https://stj-sy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Following-Operation-Peace-Spring-Thousands-of-Tons-of-Grain-Seized-as-%E2%80%9CSpoils-of-War%E2%80%9D.pdf
https://stj-sy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Following-Operation-Peace-Spring-Thousands-of-Tons-of-Grain-Seized-as-%E2%80%9CSpoils-of-War%E2%80%9D.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/fao-and-ocha-support-9-400-vulnerable-farmers-northeast-syria-improve
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/fao-and-ocha-support-9-400-vulnerable-farmers-northeast-syria-improve
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Moreover, fighting fires can put stress on resources in water scarce areas. Recently, large 

parts of AANES administered northern Syria have faced water shortages due to SNA control 

of the Aluk pumping station, in the Ras al-Ψ!ƛƴ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜΦ !ǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ 

report by STJ, water flow from this pumping station has been repeatedly shut off, as a 

method of applying pressure on AANES by Turkey and its local allies. In addition, local water 

sources from rivers, lakes and other reserves, used for irrigation and household activities in 

towns and villages can quickly be drained by the fires. Next to this, water has been 

quintessential as well in the response to COVID-19, as the need for WASH attributes has 

high priority in preventing and minimizing the outbreak of the virus in this conflict-affected 

area. 

4. May-July 2020: Burning Front Lines  

Late spring represents the main harvest season in northeastern Syria. For further 

information on grain cultivation in Hasakah, STJ spoke to Juwan Mulla Ayoub, the co-chair of 

the local AANES-affiliated government of Tel Tamer. He explained that: 

άaƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢Ŝƭƭ ¢ŀƳŜǊ ŀǊŜŀ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ōŀǊƭŜȅΣ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ 

both rainfed and irrigated. Depending on the land, the wheat and the barley are 

sown in the tenth, eleventh, and twelfth months, while the barley is harvested in 

thŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŦǘƘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘŜŀǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȄǘƘΦέ 

  

This happens to correspond almost exactly with the first reports on social media and by 

local news outlets alleging that deliberate fires were being set targeting cropland around 

the SDF-SNA front lines. We collected dozens of these reports from May and June, many of 

which collectively show fires that burned for days at a time, spreading over kilometers of 

open fields. Using incidents documented with high quality visuals in conjunction with 

satellite imagery from the time period, we analyzed some of the larger fires that occurred 

over this time period, several of which we will detail below. This material demonstrates the 

scope of the fires occurring along the front lines, clearly a pattern rather than isolated 

occurrences. However, the open sourced materials do not feature clear visual evidence 

identifying the exact causes of these fires or verifying claims made by witnesses. 

  

CƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ {¢WΩǎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ŀ ƴumber of interviews with local residents 

and officials. Altogether, thirteen testimonies were collected; ten from farmers affected by 

the fires, both within the Tel Tamer area, and elsewhere in the northeast, two from 

representatives of the Syrian National Army (SNA), and one from the co-chair of the local 

AANES-affiliated Tel Tamer governance council. Each of these accounts speaks to the 

widespread fires occurring in the region this year, particularly along the front lines. 

However, the sources interviewed differ in whom they attribute blame to, with some 

making clear allegations while others, specifically a number of the local farmers interviewed, 

lack a strong sense of the perpetrators responsible. 

https://stj-sy.org/en/turkey-continues-to-weaponize-alok-water-amid-covid-19-outbreak-in-syria/
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Remote sensing analysis conducted by PAX of the burned land indicated that roughly 

436.882 acres of land were burned in Hasakah governorate between May 15 to July 25, 

2020. Approximately 43,000 acres of land located around the front lines between the SDF 

and the Turkey-backed SNA burned during this period. 

 

 

9. Map of fires in Hasakah identified by remote sensing analysis (PAX). 

 

 

While a large part of these fires in Hasakah took places away from the front lines, there 

were additional reports of deliberate burning of crop lands by unidentified groups or 

individuals in these other parts of the province. Some claims have been made that fires 

were started near Dirbêsiyê at the Saeeda oil terminal, located at 37.10057746332412, 

41.60900115966797,  intended to damage this infrastructure.  

https://hawarnews.com/en/haber/turkish-occupation-attempts-to-burn-oil-facility-farmers-crops-in-tirbe-spiye-h17489.html
https://hawarnews.com/en/haber/turkish-occupation-attempts-to-burn-oil-facility-farmers-crops-in-tirbe-spiye-h17489.html
https://apps.sentinel-hub.com/sentinel-playground/?source=S2&lat=37.10057746332412&lng=41.60900115966797&zoom=15&preset=2_COLOR_INFRARED__VEGETATION_&layers=B01,B02,B03&maxcc=52&gain=1.0&gamma=1.0&time=2019-12-01%7C2020-06-28&atmFilter=&showDates=false
https://apps.sentinel-hub.com/sentinel-playground/?source=S2&lat=37.10057746332412&lng=41.60900115966797&zoom=15&preset=2_COLOR_INFRARED__VEGETATION_&layers=B01,B02,B03&maxcc=52&gain=1.0&gamma=1.0&time=2019-12-01%7C2020-06-28&atmFilter=&showDates=false
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10. Fires in the vicinity of the Saeeda oil terminal, northern Hasakah, June 28th, 2020. Images 

provided to STJ/PAX by Planet Labs. 

 

Other fires could be the result of sparks, broken glass, lit cigarettes, or land set ablaze by 

farmers utilizing stubble burning. There are secondary risks from incidental burnings, such 

as in the case fires we identified near oil fields in Rmeilan, notorious for major (flammable) 

oil spills. In addition, fires in proximity of critical infrastructure such as power lines can 

potentially impact much needed access to electricity, as occurred in the Hasakah town of Tal 

Hamis. 

5. Open Sourced Analysis 

Over the course of May and June, numerous reports were put out by local media in 

northeastern Syria covering crop fires occurring throughout the region. These reports 

largely concentrated on areas around the SNA-SDF front lines, particularly near the towns of 

Ain Issa in northern Raqqa and Tel Tamer in western Hasakah.  

This focus can likely be attributed to the frequent occurrence of fires in these areas during 

this time, as well as the potential such events carry in terms of political propaganda. Below 

we have analyzed open sourced materials relating to 3 different fires occurring along the 

front lines to the north and to the west of Tel Tamer. 

 

The village of al-Menakh is located several kilometers north of Tel Tamer and is currently 

under the control of Turkish-backed forces. A fire starting within the vicinity of the village 

was captured on footage published May 16th, 2020 on the Arabic language YouTube 

channel of state media outlet Russia Today. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vEqfOx3IhS8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vEqfOx3IhS8
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11. Screenshot from the May 16th RT video of Menakh village. 

 

 

12. Location of the May 16th, 2020 footage published by RT (36.725140, 40.373912). 
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This fire spread east across the front lines, soon reaching positions manned by the SDF and 

the Syrian regime less than two kilometers away. On the following day, local media 

organization RojavaTV published a segment filmed from the village of al-Dardara, southeast 

of the ongoing fires, showing the same fields ablaze. RojavaTV, an outlet sympathetic to the 

SDF, unsurprisingly attributed this blaze to Turkish-backed forces. 

 

 

13. Screenshot from the May 17th RojavaTV video showing the village of Menakh. 

 

 

Satellite imagery captured on May 17th, visible via Planet Labs Explorer, shows that 

approximately one and half square kilometers of fields had been burned at this point, 

running eastward from al-Menakh to the Tel Tamer-Abu Rassin road just behind SDF lines.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i5Ua9CFjtaI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i5Ua9CFjtaI


 

  Page | 17  

CǊƻƴǘ [ƛƴŜǎ !ŦƭŀƳŜΥ /ǊƻǇ CƛǊŜǎ ¸Ŝǘ !Ǝŀƛƴ wŀǾŀƎŜ {ȅǊƛŀΩǎ WŀȊƛǊŀƘ wŜƎƛƻƴΣ 

Leaving Fields Scorched and Harvests Destroyed 
www.stj-sy.org 

 

14. Fire spreads east across the front lines from Menakh to SDF positions, May 17th, 2020. 

 

Fires continued along this stretch of the Tel Tamer front lines for the next several days. A 

May 20th, 2020 video published by Russian state media outlet Sputnik showed fires still 

raging under a hundred meters away from a Syrian regime checkpoint across the front lines 

from Menakh.  

 

 

15. Screenshot from the May 20th Sputnik video showing a front line Regime checkpoint. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fyLN6MQ80z8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fyLN6MQ80z8
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16. Location of the Syrian regime checkpoint (36.7318121, 40.3864771). 

Using satellite imagery, one can observe the extent of land burned over this several day 

period, north of Tel Tamer, spanning approximately a dozen square kilometers.  

 

17. Burnt fields along the front lines to the north and west of Tel Tamer, May 22nd, 2020. 
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On May 18th, North Press Agency interviewed several farmers from the area. Abboud 

Meizar, who reportedly lost over 12 acres of barley to the fires originating in al-Menakh, 

ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƴŜǿǎ ƻǳǘƭŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΩ ƘŀŘ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ 

out the fiǊŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ άōƻƳōƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀǊƎŜǘƛƴƎΦέ aǳƘŀƳƳŜŘ {ƘŜƛƪƘ !ƭƛΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǿƘƻ ƭƻǎǘ 

Ƙƛǎ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜǎΣ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǘŜŀƳǎ ŎŀƳŜ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ 

ŎǊƻǇǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ C{!Φέ 

 

Another large fire occurred further north along the front lines on May 28th. This blaze 

torched a wide swath of land, largely under SNA control, extending from the town of Abu 

Rassin (also known as Zirgan) to the south, north to the Turkish border, over eleven 

kilometers away. Footage published by Russian state media outlet Ruptly shows scenes of 

the aftermath two days later. Different shots in this video were geolocated to two different 

towns on either end of the border. One scene was filmed from a hilltop just outside of Abu 

Rassin, facing west over charred front line fields towards SNA territory. In the foreground an 

Asayish checkpoint can be seen along the road that runs from Tel Tamer to the Turkish 

border. In this instance the road appears to have acted as a natural barrier to the fire, 

stopping the flames from crossing further into SDF territory.  

 

 

18. Screenshot of the May 30th Ruptly video showing burnt fields outside Abu Rassin. 

https://npasyria.com/en/blog.php?id_blog=2588&sub_blog=4%20&name_blog=Hasakah%20farmers%20accuse%20Turkish-backed%20groups%20of%20burning%20crops
https://npasyria.com/en/blog.php?id_blog=2588&sub_blog=4%20&name_blog=Hasakah%20farmers%20accuse%20Turkish-backed%20groups%20of%20burning%20crops
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T6nv6AyUhvc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T6nv6AyUhvc
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19. Location of the fire aftermath outside the town of Abu Rassin (36.8541451, 40.3260469). 

The video also includes interviews with people in the border town of Asadiyyah, and shots of the 

local aftermath of the fire. At one point, the cameraman looks west across the front lines towards 

SNA territory where blackened fields can be seen approximately a kilometer away.  

 

20. Screenshot of the May 30th Ruptly video showing burnt fields outside Asadiyyah. 
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21. Location of the fire aftermath outside the town of Asadiyyah (36.933222, 40.3356171). 

 

 

 

Pro-SDF new outlet ANF claimed the fire was started by shelling from Turkish-controlled 

territory, and that subsequent attacks prevented local firefighting efforts from stemming 

the flames. ANF also reported that at least two men were hospitalized in firefighting efforts, 

with one, a Sagher al-Hajji (Kurdish: Suxeyer al-Hecî) succumbing to his wounds and dying in 

the Abu Rassin hospital. 

https://anfdeutsch.com/rojava-syrien/brandstiftung-in-zirgan-zivilist-bei-loescharbeiten-gestorben-19434
https://anfdeutsch.com/rojava-syrien/brandstiftung-in-zirgan-zivilist-bei-loescharbeiten-gestorben-19434
https://anfenglishmobile.com/rojava-syria/fire-started-by-occupation-forces-kills-a-civilian-in-zirgan-44093
https://anfenglishmobile.com/rojava-syria/fire-started-by-occupation-forces-kills-a-civilian-in-zirgan-44093
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22. A large area of burned cropland between SDF-controlled Abu Rassin and the Turkish border, May 

29th, 2020. 

 

 

Satellite imagery from May 29th demonstrates the breadth of this fire, extending from Abu 

Rassin right up to the border wall. It also becomes apparent that the fields affected lie 

primarily under SNA-control, only touching the SDF and regime manned front line road in 

some places. 

 

Several days later, on June 2nd, another large fire burned fields west of Tel Tamer, along the 

M4 international highway, captured on film by a number of local outlets including North 

Press Agency. This highway essentially demarcates the front lines in this part of Hasakah, 

with the Turkish military and their local allies manning positions several kilometers to the 

north, overlooking the road.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SiEVjSDiC4w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SiEVjSDiC4w
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23. Screenshot from the June 2nd North Press Agency video showing fires north of the M4 highway. 

 

24. Location of fire footage filmed from the M4 highway, with the town of Gharnatah in the 

foreground (36.6369502, 40.243392). 
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According to locals interviewed by North Agency Press, the fire started in close proximity to 

a fortified Turkish military position located just west of the town of al-ΨAmiriyah. Several 

days after the fire, North Press Agency published footage showing the base and its proximity 

to the fields burned on June 2nd. 

 

25. Suspected Turkish military position, under two kilometers north of the M4 highway (36.6366403, 

40.1999617) 

 

26. Fires burn north of the M4 highway in the vicinity of a military position. 

https://www.npasyria.com/blog.php?id_blog=10250&sub_blog=11&name_blog=%22%D8%A3%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%82%D9%88%D9%87%20%D9%88%D9%85%D9%86%D8%B9%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7%20%D9%85%D9%86%20%D8%A5%D8%B7%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%A1%D9%87%22..%20%D8%B3%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%86%20%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%81%20%D8%AA%D9%84%20%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%B1%20%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%87%D9%85%D9%88%D9%86%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A9%20%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%20%D8%AD%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%82
https://www.npasyria.com/blog.php?id_blog=10250&sub_blog=11&name_blog=%22%D8%A3%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%82%D9%88%D9%87%20%D9%88%D9%85%D9%86%D8%B9%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7%20%D9%85%D9%86%20%D8%A5%D8%B7%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%A1%D9%87%22..%20%D8%B3%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%86%20%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%81%20%D8%AA%D9%84%20%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%B1%20%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%87%D9%85%D9%88%D9%86%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A9%20%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%20%D8%AD%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%82
https://twitter.com/AKMcKeever/status/1290805852924936202
https://twitter.com/AKMcKeever/status/1290805852924936202
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RgMu8zvo_28
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27. Suspected Turkish military position and burnt fields as seen by satellite, June 3rd, 2020. 

 

 

In comparison to areas north of Tel Tamer, this land to the west along the M4 appears to be 

ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜƴǎŜƭȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘŜŘΦ LǘΩǎ ǳƴŎƭŜŀǊ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ 

cultivate wheat and barley, and at least one field captured in the video is seen to be used for 

grazing. This early June fire can be observed burning in and around villages and small 

clusters of buildings. Ahmed Ibrahim, from the village of al-Kuzliyah just south of the M4 

ǘƻƭŘ bƻǊǘƘ !ƎŜƴŎȅ tǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ άŀōƻǳǘ нл ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ōǳǊƴŜŘΦέ ¸Ŝǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘ 

in pro-SDF media that efforts to put out the fires were deterred by Turkish or Turkish-

backed forces through the targeting of responders with live ammunition. A regime military 

source told North Agency Press that the fortified position was manned by the Turkish Army 

rather than the SNA, but this has not been confirmed. If Turkish or Turkish-backed fighters 

were responsible for this fire occurring adjacent to this military position, it is possible this 

was done to vacate the area and destroy crops obstructing the line of sight for security 

reasons. 

https://npasyria.com/blog.php?id_blog=10322&sub_blog=4%20&name_blog=%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%B1:%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%AF%D8%A9%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B3%D9%83%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A9%20%D8%BA%D8%B1%D8%A8%20%D8%AA%D9%84%20%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%B1%20%D8%AA%D8%B6%D8%B1%D9%85%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%20%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%8A%D9%84%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B2%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%A9%20%D9%81%D9%8A%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%A9
https://npasyria.com/blog.php?id_blog=10322&sub_blog=4%20&name_blog=%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%B1:%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%AF%D8%A9%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B3%D9%83%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A9%20%D8%BA%D8%B1%D8%A8%20%D8%AA%D9%84%20%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%B1%20%D8%AA%D8%B6%D8%B1%D9%85%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%20%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%8A%D9%84%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B2%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%A9%20%D9%81%D9%8A%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%A9
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28. The extent of the June 2nd, 2020 fires west of Tel Tamer, along the M4. 

 

 

These open sourced materials offer valuable, high quality visualizations of what these fires 

and their aftermath look like from the ground, while in addition, supplying testimony from 

local witnesses. Each of these fires appear to have started and primarily spread within 

terriǘƻǊȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ōȅ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {b!Σ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƴƻ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

front lines.  

 

As previously detailed, remote sensing analysis shows that these fires are part of a 

distinctive pattern, unseen in previous years and mapping onto the post-Operation Peace 

Spring front lines. This geography clearly points to these fires being conflict related. 

However, analysis of these local reports does not illuminate the cause of the fires. The 

witnesses interviewed by these various outlets, which are either officially or unofficially 

affiliated with Russia or the SDF, all blame Turkey or its allies for starting the fires and 

obstructing attempts to put them out. Neither this nor the possibility that clashes or shelling 

at the time was responsible is corroborated with visual evidence. 
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6. Local Testimony  

Hoping to assemble a more complete picture of these events as experienced by those who 

bear the brunt of the effects, we contacted a number of farmers from around Tel Tamer and 

the northeast at large who lost significant portions of their harvests to such fires. 

Along with her family, Arifa Walid, born in 1992 in Aleppo city, was affected by the fire that 

broke out in their fields, 300 dunams of land cultivated with barley, in Tell Nasri village, rural 

Tel ¢ŀƳǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƭŀǘŜ !ǇǊƛƭ нлнлΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ 

crops burned down. Commenting on the incident, the witness recounted the following to 

Syrians for Truth and Justice / STJ:  

άL ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪΦ aȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƳŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 2:00 pm. He was in a hurry, saying 

that a fire broke out in the fields. He asked me to call the firefighters to go there 

and help quench the flames. I called them immediately and explained the 

ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ L ǿŀǎ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΣ ǎŀŘŘŜƴŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ Ǉƭƛght and his wasted 

effort. Nevertheless, I calmed myself, saying that God is there for us and what 

matters now is that my husband is safe. Three hours later, a doctor from the Tel 

Tamer Hospital called me and told me that my husband is suffering from second-

degree-burns, which he sustained while attempting to put the fire down. I could 

not process the news and left my job for the hospital urgently. There, I saw my 

husband in pain due to the burns, which he got for the love of his land and crops. 

Farmers tenŘ ǘƻ ǘǊŜŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǘǊŜŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦέ  

 

She added:  

ά¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŜȄǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƛǘ ŦŜŘ ƻƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ тр҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ 

ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŜ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŎǊŜǇǘ 

to ours. Our neighōƻǊ ΨwŀōƛΩ IΦΩ ǘƻƭŘ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜΦ ²ƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎ 

recounted that a group of people in a closed vehicle parked near his land, but they 

failed to identify the car.  To be honest, the fire brigades were negligent; they were 

unjustifiably late to show up at the place, not to mention that they had only little 

amounts of water. The affected farmers were supposed to get compensation from 

the Agriculture Directorate in keeping with a process of evaluation. However, all 

these were mere promises and a show for the media put on by the Autonomous 

!ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΦέ   

 

Hussein is a farmer who owns 400 dunams of land in the village of Faisaliyyah, just 7km 

north of Tel Tamer. These fields, located on the front lines, are cultivated with wheat and 

barley. Hussein, who now lives outside of SNA-controlled territory, told STJ:  
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ά¢ƘŜ ŀǊƳŜŘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǘƘŜ {ŜƭƛƳ ΨLǎǎŀ .ŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǳltan 

Murad [Division], burned it in addition to stealing the contents of and burning the 

ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ƻƴ aŀȅ нпǘƘΣ нлнлΧ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŎƭŀǎƘŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜ ǿŀǎ 

set by the groups present in the village. People still living in one of the villages told 

ƳŜ ōȅ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ΨȅƻǳǊ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ǿŀǎ ǎŜǘ ƻƴ ŦƛǊŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΧΩ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊŜǎ 

started in the part [controlled by the] National Army and then spread until 

reaching the part controlled by the [SDF]. The biggest part of the land is under the 

control of the [National Army] and the other part is located between the two 

ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘȅΧǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƭƛƴŜΧ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊŜǎ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ 

ƳƻƳŜƴǘǳƳ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘŀȅǎΦέ   

 

Witnessing this fire around the village of FaisaliyȅŀƘ ǿŀǎ Ψ!ōŘ ŀƭ-Hakim, another famer from 

ǘƘƛǎ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƭƛƴŜ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΣ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ {b! ǊǳƭŜΦ Ψ!ōŘ ŀƭ-Hakim told STJ that: 

άaƛƭƛǘŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǳƭǘŀƴ aǳǊŀŘ ώ5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴϐ ōǳǊƴŜŘ IǳǎǎŜƛƴΩǎ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻŦ 

Faisaliyyah. Yes, I saw them with my own eyes. And the reason for the burning of 

the harvest is the fear of infiltration by the [SDF] and fear of the presence of 

ƳƛƴŜǎΧ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŀƴȅ ŎƭŀǎƘŜǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǎŜǘ ŦƛǊŜ ǘƻ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƛƎƘǘŜǊΦ 

More than 13,000 dunams were burned, including the villages of al-Rehaniyyah, al-

Munakh and the neighboring villages. 150 dunams of my land were burned as well, 

ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŜƴƎƛƴŜΣ ŘƛŜǎŜƭ ŦǳŜƭ ǘŀƴƪΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǘƻƻƭǎΦέ 

 

Satellite imagery of the front lines just north of Tel Tamer taken on May 24th shows fires 

burning around the village of Faisaliyyah, particularly to the south in the direction of SDF-

controlled territory. 
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29. The front line village of Faisaliyyah and surrounding countryside, prior to the fire that burned 

IǳǎǎŜƛƴΩǎ ŎǊops, May 22nd, 2020. 

 

30. Fires burn around the front line village of Faisaliyyah, May 24th, 2020. 
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Khalaf Sami,  born in 1982 in rural Ras al-Ayn / Serê Kaniyê, al-Hasaka province, is married 

and a father of five. He is another affected farmer, for his wheat fields, 100 Dunams, which 

are located near al-Mansaf village, rural Tel Tamer, also caught fire in late May 2020. He 

recounted the following to STJ:  

άL ƘŀŘ ŀ ƭŀƴŘΣ олл 5ǳƴŀƳǎΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ ¢Ŝƭ IŀƭŜŦΣ ǿŜǎǘ wŀǎ ŀƭ-Ayn /  Serê Kaniyê 

city, which I cultivated with wheat and barley every year. Nevertheless, when the 

Turkey-backed factions of the Syrian National Army took over the area, I had to 

ŀōŀƴŘƻƴ Ƴȅ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ¢Ŝƭ ¢ŀƳŜǊΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎ ƪŜǇǘ 

harassing me. They coerced us into paying a rent for the land that belonged to us. 

I, accordingly, decided to leave my village and rent a land, 100 Dunams, in the al-

Mansaf village, rural Tel Tamer, to support my family. I cultivated it with barley, 

helped by family members, and I took care of it as if it was one of my children. 

Early May 2020, we heard from people about the lands burning in rural al-Hasaka 

and Raqqa. It was then when fear found its way to my heart and to the hearts of 

the other villagers. We were fretting that the fires mighǘ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǊ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΦέ  

 

The witness continued, stating that: 

 

άLƴ ƭŀǘŜ aŀȅ нлнлΣ ŀ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ ŎǊƻǇǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴ ŦƛǊŜΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

adjacent fields in the al-Mansaf village, particularly at 3:00 am. We immediately 

attempted contacting the fire engines, but no one answered us. I head there, 

accompanied by a number of the town people, to quench the fire. Troops of an 

Asayish checkpoint also helped us. We used soil and trucked water, but the wind 

was so strong that it helped the fire rage further. The fire engines finally arrived, 

and tried to put the fire down until 8:00 am. More than 500 Dunams burned down 

as a result τ my heart also burned. I lost my sole source of living. Two days later, 

we went to the Agriculture Committee in Tel Tamer, asking for compensation for 

the loss and damages we suffered. They accompanied us to the burned lands, 

evaluated the damage, and did nothing else. They filmed and interviewed us 

ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ9ǊŘƻƎŀƴΩǎ ƳŜǊŎŜƴŀǊƛŜǎΩ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǇŜǘǊŀǘƻǊǎΦέ 
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31. Image provided by Khalaf Sami of his burnt fields and harvest. ©STJ 

 

Salim Issa, born in rural al-Hasaka in 1980, told STJ that his land, 1200 dunams of barley, 

located in the Um al-Kaif town, administratively affiliated to Tel Tamer district, was all burnt 

on June 25th, 2020. He added:  

άLƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŜǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƭ-Qasimiya and al-

Raihaniya towards the village of Um al-Kaif. We heard blasts, which back then we 

attributed to confrontations between the Turkey-backed Syrian National Army and 

the Syrian Democratic Forces, particularly since Um al-Kaif is a front line, 

separating the two warring parties from each other, for it is located somewhere 

between the Te Tamer town and Ras al-Ayn /  Serê Kaniyê. Given that the village is 

a hotspot, every now and then a rocket-propelled grenade, launched by either 

party, would land in the area. Sometimes the wind pushes those grenades further, 

ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŜƴŘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǳǊƎŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ǘƻ 

harvest their crops before the due date or even to abandon their lands fearing 

ŘŜŀǘƘΦέ   

He further explained: 

ά¢ƘƻǎŜ ŦƛǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ƴŜǿǎ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΤ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

Everyone knows that the Syrian Democratic Forces have planted mines on the 

ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ōȅ ǊƻŀŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŦŀǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛŜƭŘǎΦ hƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎΣ 

rats would cause the mines to explode. We called the fire brigade, which took too 

long to quench the fire that already fed on all the barley harvest. The losses were 


