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Afrin: Including Five Women, 66 Persons Arrested in
January 2020
The majority of these arrests were carried out by the civil and military
police services on the charges of performing the duty of self-defense
when the Autonomous Administration was in control of the area
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Syrians for Truth and Justice/STJ documented the arrest of no less than 66 persons, including
five women, in the Kurdish majority Syrian district of Afrin, as carried out by armed groups of
the National Army/NA, which operates under the Syrian Interim Government/ National
Coalition for Syrian Revolutionary and Opposition Forces, and its affiliated services. The
arrests took place in January 2020, covering a wide range of charges. While 28 persons,
including the women arrestees, were released after some of them or their families paid
money in fines, amounts varying between 150 and 300 thousand Syrian Pounds per person,
the remaining ones were transferred to central prisons and command centers in different
districts, doomed to have an unknown fate.
According to testimonies provided by locals and the observations of STJ’s field researchers,
the military and civil Police were both responsible for the largest number of these arrests. The
rest of the arrests were, however, carried out by other military bodies, including the Political
Security Service, Mu'tasim Billah Brigade, Suleiman Shah Brigade/al-A’amshat, Ahrar alSharqiya and Sultan Mohammed al-Fateh Brigade.

First: Arrests in Afrin Area:
1. Arrests in Afrin District:
In the district of Afrin, 17 persons were arrested. While only three were released, the destiny
of the 14 others remains unknown yet, knowing that the Civil Police, the Military Police, the
Political Security Service and the Mu’tasim Billah Brigade are the ones who embarked on
these arrest incidents.
•

In the city of Afrin, on January 12, 2020, a patrol affiliated with the Mu’tasim Billah
Brigade arrested Muhyee ed-Din Shaikh Na’asn from his workplace at the city’s local
council, for the arrestee is positioned as the deputy director of the Relief Office.
Commenting on the incident, an eyewitness reported the following to STJ:

“Muhyee ed-Din was arrested for refusing to hand over the Mu’tasim Billah Brigade relief
shares, since the families of the fighters are not entitled to this aid which is supposed to be
distributed to civilians in need only. Refusing to give them some of the relief shares, the
fighters arrested him and transferred him to one of the brigade’s posts in the village of
Qibar, near the city of Afrin.”

Muhyee ed-Din was released on January 26, 2020, after several personalities and local
dignitaries played the mediator.
On January 23, 2020, a patrol of the Political Security Service arrested Houroh Othman, one
of the Afrin Local Council’s Founders, for unidentified reasons and released him on January
28, 2020.

Page | 3

Afrin: Including Five Women, 66 Persons Arrested in January 2020

www.stj-sy.org

On January 14, 2020, the Political Security Service had also arrested one of the employees at
the Civil Registry Department, affiliated with the local council. The arrestee, by the name
Bashar—from the village of Mosakou—is still held captive by the service to the date this
report was made.

On January 14, 2020, Abdulrahman Zulfo was arrested from his vegetables shop, located on
the Jindires Road. A relative of the detainee told STJ’s field researcher the following:
“Abdulrahman was arrested by the Military Police after militants of the National
Army accused him of kidnapping his nephew, who went missing for two days and
later on appeared to have been trying to leave Afrin to Turkey to be returned by a
checkpoint to his parents. Abdulrahman, for his part, was released on January 22,
2020.”
On January 19, 2020, the Military Police arrested Nouri Fadil al-Ttabel, 18 yrs., from the
restaurant where he works in the city of Afrin, accusing him of taking part in the surveillancerelated activities that were imposed on the people during the reign of the Autonomous
Administration. The young man was transferred to the Maratah Central Prison, where he
continues to be detained.

•

In the village of Maratah, on January 23, 2020, a local reported to STJ’s field
researcher that a Military Police-affiliated patrol has cordoned the village, covering all
its entrances, and embarked on an arrest and raid operation in search for “wanted
persons”. On the raid, Roukan Haydar Misto, Raizan Khalil Ali, Ahmad Abdulrahman
Qlaij, Said Khalil al-Ayoubi, Salah Abdulrahman Rashu, Ali Khalil Na’assan, Ali Hanan
Janji, Salah Ma’mou and Ahmad Bazouh were arrested.

The source stressed that all the detainees have at one point performed the duty of selfdefense/compulsory recruitment which was imposed during the control period of the
Autonomous Administration, adding that they were all repeatedly arrested and have all paid
fines to be released every time.
The detainees were transferred to the Maratah Central Prison, where they are yet held
captive awaiting to be put on trial.
•

In the village of Kerzayhel, on January 17, 2020, the Civil Police has, for unidentified
reasons, arrested Aboud Hamoud, 66 yrs., a cattle merchant in the area of Afrin. A
patrol affiliated with the police has also arrested Hamoud’s older son, Hassan, on
January 29, 2020. The two men remain detained to the date this report was made.

One of the family’s acquaintances informed STJ that Aboud has been repeatedly arrested,
paying a fine to be released every time.
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In the village of Kafr Dalī at Taḩtānī, on January 1, 2020, personnel of the Military
Police arrested Abdulrahman Mohammad, a 48 yrs. car technician whose family is
dubbed Adoleh, accusing him of maintaining military vehicles of the Syrian Democratic
Forces (SDF)/People’s Protection Units (YPG). The man continues to be detained to
the date this report was made. It is also worth mentioning that Abdurrahman was
arrested several times before on the same charge and has repeatedly paid a fine in
return for his release.

2. Arrests in Shaykh al-Hadid District:
The Shaykh al-Hadid-based field researchers reported that the district witnessed the arrest of
only two people during January, whose fate is yet unknown, adding that the arrests were
carried out by the civil and military police in the village of Marwania.
On January 2, a Civil Police patrol arrested Abdullah Mohammad Obaid, 27 yrs., on charges of
former cooperation with the Autonomous Administration. No additional information,
nonetheless, were reported concerning his fate.
A Military Police patrol has also arrested Jamil Mohammad on January 16 on charges of
former cooperation with the Autonomous Administration, while his fate remains unknown.

It is worth mentioning that the two persons were arrested several times before and have
repeatedly paid fines for their release, despite having undergone a legalization of status.

3. Arrests in Bulbul District:
In the district of Bulbul, nine young men and a woman were arrested on various charges, and
only three young men were released after paying fines, while the fate of the young woman
and the other male detainees remains unknown. The arrests were carried out by both the civil
and the military police.
•

•

In the village of Hasandiruh, on January 7, a Civil Police patrol arrested six young men
on charges of performing the duty of self-defense/compulsory recruitment during the
control period of the Autonomous Administration, and they were all transferred to
the Bulbul District Central Prison. Three of them were released after they paid fines
while the fate of the remaining three continues to be unknown. The released
detainees are Mohammad Sheikhoh, Mahmoud Omar and Mohammad Rashid. The
yet detained, nevertheless, are Jamal Mohammad Medu, Mirvan Mohammad Medu
and Ibrahim Mohammad Medu.
In the village of Kara Kul, on January 27, a Military Police patrol arrested three young
men on charges of compulsory recruitment—Nuri Khalil, Orhan Mohammad and
Farman Abdulrahman Jabo—they were all transferred to the Balbul District Central
Prison, where they are still held captive.
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In the village of Kareh, on January 14, the Civil Police arrested the young woman
Rankeen Ahmed Abdo Habbo, 23 yrs., while traveling with a relative to the Rajo Town
Center to receive a remittance. No additional information were reported on the
incident.

4. Arrests in Ma’abatlı District:
In the district of Ma’abatli, 27 persons, three of whom were women, were arrested. Twenty
were released, including the women, while the fate of the six men remains unknown. The
arrests were carried out by the civil and military police, in addition to Suleiman Shah
Brigade/al-A’amshat and Sultan Mohammed al-Fateh Brigade.
•

•

In the town of Ma’abatli, on January 29, the Civil Police arrested Shiyar Yousef, 34
yrs., on charges of cooperating with the Autonomous Administration. He was then
transferred to the Maratah Central Prison.
In the village of Kakhrah / Yakhuru, on January 12, the Suleiman Shah Brigade/alA’amshat arrested the two brothers Walat Hajj Ali Abdo, 48 yrs., and Idris Hajj Ali
Abdo, 35 yrs., on charges of former cooperation with the Autonomous Administration.

An eyewitness based in the village reported the following to STJ’s field researcher:
“While being arrested, a fight broke out between Walat and the fighters of the alA’amshat armed group. They brutally beat him, which necessitated his transfer to
the hospital.”
On January 16, al-A’amshat armed group arrested three other people from the same village,
who were transferred to one of the group’s detention facilities in the district of Shaykh alHadid. The detainees are Ahmed Mohammad Habash, 35 yrs., Walid Qaziqli, 37 yrs., and
Mohammad Waqas on charges of former cooperation with the Autonomous Administration.
It should be noted that the three detainees were arrested several times before by the same
armed group and on the same charge. Each time they were released in return for a fine.
•

•

In the village of Suityoh, on January 15, a Military Police patrol arrested Juan Karah
Gul on charges of performing the duty of self-defense/compulsory recruitment while
the Autonomous Administration was in control of the area. He was, then, transferred
to the Maratah Central Prison, where he is detained to the moment.
In Korkan Fawqani, on January 7, the Sultan Mohammed al-Fateh Brigade, in control
of the village, launched a raid and arrest operation, storming all the village’s houses
where original owners still live. Cellphones were searched, and some men and women
were arrested. The number of detainees on the reported day amounted to 20,
according to the testimonies of several residents. STJ’s field researcher managed to
document some of the detainees' names, who are Khadija Hassan, Hassan Arif, Khadija
Mohammad, Amina Nami, Bahjat Mukhtar, Mustafa Hassan, Bahjat Hassan, Assa’ad
Mustafa, and Ahmed Mustafa. They were all held captive at the armed group’s
headquarters in the village.
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The witnesses reported that all the detainees were released in batches, and some of them
had to pay money in exchange for their release.

5. Arrests in Rajo District:
The district of Rajo witnessed the arrest of three persons, all from the same village, whose
fate is yet unknown. The arrests were carried out by the military police and the Ahrar alSharqiya armed group.
•

In the village of Mamlo Oshagy, on January 16, a Military Police patrol arrested
Hussein Ibrahim Baku and Ahmed Khalil Osoh on charges of former cooperation with
the Autonomous Administration. The detainees were transferred to Turkey, where
their interrogation was to be completed while their fate continues to be unknown.

On January 27, Dalu Ahmad Samo was arrested while passing at a checkpoint of Ahrar alSharqiya at the Amara Village’s junction. Dalu was transporting firewood and possessed a sum
of money upon his arrest. His fate, however, is yet unknown.

6. Arrests in Sharran District:
Throughout January, the district of Sharran suffered the arrest of four men and a woman by
the Military Police and the Political Security Service. Only the woman was released while the
fate of the four young men continues to be unknown.
•

•

•

In the village of Qarah Tep, on January 14, a patrol affiliated with the Political Security
arrested Idris Mohammad Hanif Sheikhoh 42 yrs., while returning to his home near alSiyasia roundabout for unknown reasons. It is worth mentioning that Mohammad’s
fate is still unknown. On January 22, Arif Sheikhoh was also arrested by a Military
Police patrol on charges of performing the duty of self-defense during Autonomous
Administration’s control of the area. Arif was transferred to the Maratah Central
Prison, where he is detained to the moment.
In the village of Kafr Maza, on January 14, Sido Qanbar, 50 yrs., was arrested by the
Military Police, and his house was raided on charges of working at local councils (in
Kurdish: cominat, sing. comin) under the Autonomous Administration. Sido’s fate is
yet unknown.
In the village of Maarsakeh, on January 9, the Military Police arrested the young man
Arian Khalil on charges of performing the duty of self-defense/ forced recruitment and
Ms. Amal Mohammad Mustafa for working with the Autonomous Administration as
an employee at one of the local councils/ Cominat.

According to one of the villagers, the young Arian is still detained at the Maratah Central
Prison. Ms. Amal, for her part, was released after she paid a sum of one and a half million
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Syrian Pounds and is still being monitored since the court has not yet made a final decision
about her case.
The witness affirmed that Arian and Amal were subjected to harassment and threatened with
arrest by armed group, adding that they had previously been arrested and paid money in
exchange for their release.

7. Arrests in Jindires District:
The district of Jindires witnessed the arrest of two young men over January 2020 by the
military and civil Police, one of whom was released while the fate of the other continues to
be unknown.
In Central Jindires District, on January 16, Jamil Mohammad Shaker was arrested by the
Military Police on charges of performing the self-defense duty earlier, and his fate is yet
unknown. It is important to mention that Mohammad was previously arrested for the same
charge and paid 250 thousand Syrian Pounds in exchange for his release.
On January 17, a Civil Police patrol arrested Masoud Rasho, 34 yrs., an Imo Village resident,
for unknown reasons. He was then transferred to a prison in the district of Jindires and got
released on January 21 after paying a fine.

Second: Who Carried Out the Arrests?
Throughout the second half of 2019, STJ managed to monitor most of the arrests that took
place in the Afrin region,1 which were mainly carried out by the civil and military police while
National Army-affiliated armed groups participated in a large part of them. The total of arrests
carried out during the reported period amounted to 506 cases— 114 arrests were undertaken
by the Military Police, 124 arrests by the Civil Police and 43 other arrests were carried out
jointly by the two services and the Turkish intelligence, while all the armed groups have
arrested 225 persons.
STJ has recorded a reduction in the arrests carried out by armed groups in January 2020, as
only four armed groups took part in the arrests documented over the reported month, being
thus responsible for the arrest of 27 persons out of the total 66 arrestees, given that over 23
armed groups have embarked on raids and arrests in addition to the military and the civil
police in the second half of 2019.

1

For further information, refer to the following link: Afrin: “506 Arrests in the Last Six Months of 2019.” STJ,
January 10, 2020. Last visited: February 11, 2020. https://stj-sy.org/en/afrin-506-arrests-in-the-last-sixmonths-of-2019/.
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A. Civil Police in Afrin:
The Civil Police was founded in May 2018 and is headed by commander Rami Tlass. The forces
of the police attended several trainings and camps in Ankara and Mersin under the
supervision of Turkish officers.
The tasks allocated to the Civil Police, as reported on its Facebook official account, are
spreading security and safety, combating terrorism and prosecuting the cells of the Kurdistan
Workers' Party and the Islamic State/IS, organizing traffic and protecting the area.

B. Military Police:
The service was founded in July 2018 and is led by Milad al-Hamoud. Its forces, however,
belong to the three legions which consist the oppositionist Syrian National Army. Today, the
Military Police is headed by Colonel Mohammad al-Hammadeen, dubbed Abu Riyad.
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