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Syria: Turkish Attacks on Civilian Objects in Al-
Malikiyah Suburbs

A school, a clinic and civilian houses were the targets of the Turkish
attacks on the village of Qesirdib in Al-Malikiyah/Derik on 10 and 11
October 2019
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Turkish army carried out attacks on civilian objects in the suburbs of the city of Al-Malikiyah/
Derik, in northeast Syria, at the Syria-Turkey borders, on 10 and 11 October 2019. The
attacks came in the context of the ‘Operation Peace Spring’ launched by Turkey and allied
National Army on October 9, 2019.

STJ field researchers verified three attacks at least in which artillery and mortar shells were
fired on a school, a clinic and civilian houses in the villages of Qesirdib and Ein Deewar in Al-
Malikiyah suburbs. The attacks took place on 10 and 11 October, resulting in material
damage and leading to suspension of the school hours and the clinic work, as well as causing
panic among the people of the two villages which prompted a number of them to flee.

I. Attacks in Qesirdib:

STJ field researcher said that the village was hit by three attacks, in which both heavy and
light weapons were used such as artillery and DShK, targeting civilian houses.

Artillery hit the village school one day after the announcement of the Operation Peace
Spring, October 10, 2019, rendering it partially damage; though away from any military
posts or headquarters and never been used for military purposes.

A villager noted that the school was likely be targeted because of the two construction
vehicles- belong to a civilian contractor- which were stopped near it then. A Turkish
reconnaissance aircraft was downed over the village on October 9, which led the village to
be bombed intensively the next day.

ersirdib School

>

FAIIMalikiyah

Image (1) the location of Qesirdib school for Al-Malikiyah, taken from Goofle Earth.



https://www.google.com/maps/place/Qesird%C3%AEb,+%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7%E2%80%AD/@37.2293202,42.1447563,16z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m8!1m2!2m1!1zINmC2LXYsSDYp9mE2LDZitioINin2YTYrdiz2YPYqQ!3m4!1s0x4009709e8190ddd3:0xed1758c02bf5244f!8m2!3d37.2285088!4d42.1394992
https://www.google.com/maps/place/%D8%B9%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%8C+%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7%E2%80%AD/@37.2813257,42.2005892,15z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x400965130e0c3a77:0x9ff5e117cf5aff45!8m2!3d37.2808149!4d42.1909862
https://www.google.fr/maps/place/37%C2%B013'21.7%22N+42%C2%B008'23.5%22E/@37.2228544,42.1343778,1127m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x0!8m2!3d37.2226847!4d42.1398532
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Image (3) a side of destruction caused to the school. Credit: STJ.
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Image (4), the location of the school attacked, taken from Google Earth. The orners of the
two previous and next images have been linked to show exactly where the damage is.
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Image (5) a side of destruction caused to th school. Credit: STJ.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=10J6s1FHln8
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Il. Attacks in Ein Deewar:

The village of Ein Deewar witnessed several attacks with artillery throughout October 11,
2019. Shells landed in three houses of civilians and in the courtyard of the village clinic.

Civilians from the village provided STJ with three footages show the destruction caused to
their houses by artillery shells, whose remains appeared in one of those videos.

On the same day, two artillery shells landed in the courtyard of the village clinic, causing
minor material damage. STJ field researcher met Rojen Ahmed, the joint head of the Al-
Malikiyah health directorate who said:

“Artillery fire rendered the Ein Deewar clinic inoperable, though it only minorly
damaged, but the fear and panic it incited among the medical staff prompted them
to cease work. Shelling also led a part of the village’s people to flee. The same
happened in the clinic of the village of Derna Aghi.”

ST field researcher noted that there are no military posts around the clinic and no military
vehicles or troops were stationed near it when targeted, according to a local.
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Image (8) the yellow square illustrates the location of the first house attacked and the red one shows
that of the second.



https://www.google.fr/maps/place/37%C2%B016'31.1%22N+42%C2%B011'25.4%22E/@37.2753163,42.1882027,587m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x0!8m2!3d37.2753163!4d42.1903914
https://www.google.fr/maps/place/37%C2%B017'13.8%22N+42%C2%B011'33.8%22E/@37.2871524,42.1905201,587m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x0!8m2!3d37.2871524!4d42.1927088
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Image (9) shows remains of the shells which hit the first house and a side of the damage caused it.
Credit: STJ.

A screenshot from a footage released by ANHA shows the destruction caused to the second
house.

Image: (10).



https://www.google.fr/maps/place/37%C2%B016'31.1%22N+42%C2%B011'25.4%22E/@37.2753163,42.1882027,587m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x0!8m2!3d37.2753163!4d42.1903914
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Image: (11).

'Ain Diwar
19 March 2018 o

Google Earth

Image (12).
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Image (13).

Image (14) shows the damage caused to the second house Credit: STJ.
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History

Syrians for Truth and Justice was conceived during the
participation of its co-founder in the Middle-East
Partnership Initiative (MEPI) Leaders for Democracy
Fellowship program, who was driven by a will to contribute
to Syria’s future. Starting as a humble project to tell the
stories of Syrians experiencing enforced disappearances
and torture, it grew into an established organisation
committed to unveiling human rights violations of all sorts.

Convinced that the diversity that has historically defined
Syria is a wealth, our team of researchers and volunteers
works with dedication at uncovering human rights
violations committed in Syria, in order to promote
inclusiveness and ensure that all Syrians are represented,
and their rights fulfilled.

@ www.stj-sy.org
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