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About Syrians for Truth and Justice  

 
Syrians for Truth and Justice (STJ) is an independent, non-governmental and non-profit 

organization whose members include Syrian human rights defenders, advocates and academics 

of different backgrounds and nationalities. It also includes members of other nationalities.  

The initiative strives for SYRIA, where all Syrian citizens (males and females) have dignity, 

equality, justice and equal human rights. 

 
 

 

  

https://www.stj-sy.com/en
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A Car Bomb Claims Life of A Woman and Injures 27 Others in 

Idlib City 
The blast on August 2, 2018 was near the Ministry of Justice Building and the 

Local Administration of the Salvation Government 
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On August 2, 2018, one woman was killed and 27 others were injured, including women and 

children, as a result of a huge explosion that shook the east neighborhood of Idlib city1- city 

center. According to several testimonies obtained by STJ, the blast was due to a car bomb 

parked near a residential building and the building of Ministry of Justice and Local 

Administration of the Salvation government that follows Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS). The blast 

caused considerable material damage to the civilians' houses and property as well.   

 

Until the date of writing this report August 13, 2018, the party responsible for the explosion has 

yet to be known. It should be noted that Idlib city is still experiencing a state of great insecurity 

and the military forces that control the city, presented in HTS, could not impose control and 

safety that become a requirement for all civilians in Idlib city although it controls every aspects 

of life, being civic or service, through the Local Administration of the Salvation Government, 

which takes Idlib as its center.   

 

Idlib has already witnessed a double explosion near one of HTS's headquarters on June 21, 

2018, which caused at least 49 deaths and injuries; STJ had prepared a report2 on the incident. 

In addition, STJ had prepared a report3 on the increase of killing and abduction incidents in Idlib 

province as a result of insecurity during both May and June 2018.  

 

 

 

 

1 Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) controls Idlib city.  
2 "Idlib: 43 causalities in Twin Bombings Targeted HTS Headquarters", Syrians for Truth and Justice (STJ), June 26, 
2018.  (last visit August 13, 2018). https://www.stj-sy.com/en/view/598  
 
3 "A Remarkable Increase In Killings and Abductions of Civilians Due to Insecurity- Idlib province", Syrians for Truth 
and Justice (STJ), July 5, 2018, (last visit August 13, 2018). https://www.stj-sy.com/en/view/618 
 

https://www.stj-sy.com/en/view/598
https://www.stj-sy.com/en/view/618
https://www.stj-sy.com/en/view/598
https://www.stj-sy.com/en/view/618
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Details of the incident  

At 1:00 p.m. on August 2, 2018, a huge explosion shook a residential building and the building of 

Ministry of Justice and the Local Administration of the Salvation Government in Idlib. Ahmad 

Rahhal, a media activist in Idlib confirmed this to STJ and said regarding the course of events,   

"The explosion took place in front of the Central Bank located in the east neighborhood of 

Idlib city, specifically west of the industrial region near al-Mehrab Roundabout. The explosion 

was also close to the building of Ministry of Justice of the Salvation Government, and was a 

result of a car bomb parked on the road, and caused the death of a displaced woman from 

Eastern Ghouta and the injury of 25 others, including women and children who were 

displaced living in Idlib. Moreover, it left considerable material damage to the houses of the 

locals as well as to their property. We cannot decide the identity of the party that committed 

the explosion specially that no party claimed responsibility, but the Syrian regular forces 

could be the party after the explosion since HTS that controls the city has managed to arrest a 

cell affiliated with the Syrian regime recently."    

 

An image shows a side of the aftermath of an explosion by a car bomb in Idlib city on August 2, 2018. 

Photo credit: STJ 
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In another testimony to STJ by the director of the Civil Defense Center in Idlib said that after 

checking the impact site, it was obvious that it was a car bomb had targeted a residential area 

near the Central Bank in Idlib. He added that it is a densely populated area with the locals along 

with the displaced who came from other areas.  

He continued:    

"We immediately went to the impact site, a woman was documented killed and 27 persons 

were injured, including women and children, but the toll is expected to rise since some 

injuries were serious. In turn, we cleared the remnants of the explosion and we could open 

the roads only after consecutive hours of work because it is a main area."   

 

 

An image shows attempts by the Civil Defense team while clearing the pile caused by the explosion of a car bomb 

in Idlib city on August 2, 2018. 

Photo credit: STJ 
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One of the relatives of the victim who was killed in the blast told STJ that the blast not only 

killed his wife's mother, but also injured his wife and kids. In this, regard he said,  

"We displaced from Damascus countryside fleeing the shelling by the regular forces. but on 

August 2, 2018, while I was out, I learned that an explosion took place in the east 

neighborhood of Idlib where my family lives, so I hurried there and was shocked because of 

the extent of the destruction that affected my house. I also saw blood stains and I directly 

headed to the hospital where my mother-in-law had passed away. My wife and children had 

got wounds of varying degrees and the explosion had caused considerable damage to my 

house and it had destroyed my car that I was working on it to sustain my family."   

 

 

An image shows one of the locals who was wounded in the explosion that hit Idlib city on August 2, 2018. 

Photo credit: STJ 
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STJ's field researcher could document identities of the persons killed and wounded in the 

explosion that hit Idlib on August 2, 2018, they are:  

The dead:  

1. Huda Nasif, 45 years old.  

The wounded:  

• The children:  

1. Mahmoud an-Naji, two years old.  

2. Bader Suleiman, 5 years old.  

3. Salwa an-Naji, 4 years old.  

4. Khattab Sheikho, 4 years old. 

5. Farah Ghannam, 1 year old.  

6. Azzam Houriyah, 3 years old.  

• Women:  

1. Jidda an-Naji, 50 years old.  

2. Hayat an-Naji, 45 years old.  

3. Abeer Nasif, 25 years old.  

4. Bushra Kallas, 24 years old.  

5. Yosra Hashimah, 18 years old.  

• The men:  

1. Zakriya an-Naji, 35 years old.  

2. Yamen Abdeljawad, 21 years old.  

3. Hussein al-Farouq, 35 years old.  
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4. Mohammed Nabulsi, 28 years old.  

5. Omar an-Naji, 36 years old.  

6. Abdo Jalab, 41 years old.  

7. Fadi Asad, 32 years old.  

8. Abdullah Ghannam, 27 years old.  

9. Ahmad Aqoum, 33 years old.  

10. Mohammed Bakkor, 51 years old.  

11. Azzam Hussein, 35 years old.  

 


