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About Syrians for Truth and Justice/STJ 

Syrians for Truth and Justice /STJ is a nonprofit, nongovernmental, independent Syrian 

organization. STJ includes many defenders and human rights defenders from Syria and from 

different backgrounds and affiliations, including academics of other nationalities. 

 

The organization works for Syria, where all Syrians, without discrimination, should be accorded 

dignity, justice and equal human rights. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.stj-sy.com/en
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Two Appalling Massacres on Two Public Markets in Idlib 

Countryside by Syrian/Russian Alliance 

 

“Illegal Attacks Kill Civilians in a Public Market in Arihah and the Potato Market in 

Saraqib” 
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Preface 

Parallel to the continuation of the military campaign1 launched by the Syrian regular forces and 

their allies on several towns and cities in Idlib province as of October 2017, which began with 

attempts by the Syrian forces to control villages and towns in the northern countryside of Hama 

and then other villages and towns in the east and the south countryside of Idlib, many civilian 

gatherings in those areas were bombarded with various types of weapons, causing dozens of 

civilian casualties.  On January 30, 2018, a warplane of the Syrian regular forces (according to 

observatories) bombed a densely populated public market in Arihah2 located in the south-west 

countryside of Idlib, where four (thermobaric) vacuum rockets were dropped on the market all 

in once, killing 18 civilians, including women and children, and injuring scores. 

 

Just one day, prior to the market incident in Arihah, specifically on January 29, 2018, warplanes 

believed to be Russian bombed the Potato Market, a public market in Saraqib3 located in the 

southern countryside of Idlib, according to many testimonies obtained by Syrians for the Truth 

and Justice/STJ. The warplanes dropped several explosive rockets on the Potato Market, killing 

14 civilians, mostly from the salespersons and from the displaced who were shopping, as well as 

causing considerable material damage to the place. 

 

Previously, the Syrian regular forces had already carried out attacks on the public markets in 

Idlib countryside. STJ had documented in a previous report the death and injuries of dozens of 

civilians due to shelling a public market in Ma'arat al-Nu’man in Idlib countryside in October 

2017. STJ had also prepared a report documenting the use of incendiary substances, cluster 

munitions and (thermobaric) vacuum rockets by the Syrian regime and its allies on cities and 

towns of Idlib province, from December 25, 2017 to January 20, 2018. 

 

 

1This escalation comes from the side of the Syrian regular forces after Hayat Tahrir al-Sham-HTS/al-Nusra Front 
controlled Abu Dali village in the northeast countryside of Hama province on October 9, 2017. However, the Syrian 
regular forces backed by the Russian Air Force warplanes could restore this village, as well as several villages in the 
northern countryside of Hama, on December 29, 2017. In addition, the Syrian regular forces and their allies were 
able to advance towards the southeast countryside of Idlib, and control several villages such as Atshan, al-Khwein 
and Sinjar, on January 7, 2018, with the aim of arriving at Abu Duhur Military Airbase in the southeast countryside 
of Idlib. According to STJ researchers, the military operations led the Syrian government forces and allied militias to 
control Abu Duhur Military Airbase on January27, 2018. 
2 Hayat Tahrir al-Sham-HTS/ formerly al-Nusra Front controls Arihah.  
3 Liwa Jabhat Thwar Saraqib controls Saraqib which has a strategic location as it is a link between the east, west, 
north, and south countryside of Idlib, and this illustrates the Syrian regime desire to control it, in order to 
disintegrate Idlib province completely.

https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Arihah,+Syria/@35.8141753,36.5929994,4512m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x1525aa85be11a54b:0x9533e3643775dd52!8m2!3d35.8138694!4d36.6077207
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Saraqib,+Syria/@35.8602528,36.7904788,4509m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x1525106da4a89577:0x65d330cb021bd08f!8m2!3d35.8614715!4d36.7981073
https://www.stj-sy.com/en/index/news
https://www.stj-sy.com/en/index/news
https://www.stj-sy.com/en/view/273
https://stj-sy.com/en/view/410
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First: Thermobaric Rockets Harvest Civilians Lives in a Public 

Market in Arihah 

In the morning of January 30, 2018, the "Hal Market", one of the public markets in the middle of 

Arihah was bombed with warplanes affiliated to the Syrian regular forces. Four vacuum rockets 

targeted the market while it was full of civilians, killing and injuring scores of civilians, including 

internally displaced persons who had fled because of the intensification of the shelling on their 

towns in the countryside of Idlib, as well as the material damage caused to the shops and to the 

locals’ property. STJ reporter stated and confirmed that the strike location had no military 

headquarters.  

 

Osama Jaqmour, a member of the Local Council of Arihah, told STJ that warplanes unloaded 

their entire cargo all in once on the Hal Market in Arihah while it was full of civilians, and he 

added: 

"On the morning of 30 January 2018, while I was near the Hal Market, several thermobaric 

rockets targeted it; it was such a gruesome scene due to the large numbers of the dead and 

the injured whose blood mixed with vegetables. Up to 15 civilians, including women and 

children, were killed (documented by names), as well as 20 injuries, including critical 

situations, all were transferred to the border hospitals. In turn, the city's Local Council, sent a 

warning call to the people not to gather in the markets, and we suspended the educational 

process in Arihah completely fearful of new massacres, especially since the warplanes always 

target civil gatherings, markets and medical points." 

 

Concerning details of the incident, Walid Aslan, one of the Civil Defense personnel in Idlib, 

spoke to STJ:  

"Approximately at 11:30 am on 30 January 2018, Syrian warplanes bombarded the public 

market in Arihah with four highly explosive vacuum rockets, killing 18 civilians, including an 

entire family of displaced persons, and injuring others. Immediately, the Civil Defense teams 

hurried to the impact site, where we managed to pull out 20 civilian who were still alive, 

including children and women, noting that Arihah is considered a safe place for many 

displaced persons." 
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Image shows remnants of one of the thermobaric rockets dropped on the public market in Arihah on 

January 30, 2018. 

Photo credit: STJ 

 

 

An image showing some of the devastation of the public market in Arihah following the aerial 

bombardment on January 30, 2018.  

Photo credit: Arihah Today. 

https://www.facebook.com/ArihaToday/
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One of the supervisors of the Observatory that monitors the warplanes in Arihah confirmed to 

STJ that warplanes affiliated to the Syrian regular forces had taken off from al-Majanzrat School 

in Hama countryside, targeting the "Hal Market" in Arihah.  He added: 

 "At 11:00 am on January 30, 2018, a warplane (MiG) of the Syrian Air Force took off from al-

Majanzrat School located in Hama countryside, and flied towards Arihah. At once, we 

informed the Civil Defense teams and the people to be cautious; the aircraft launched a single 

raid dropping four explosive thermobaric (vacuum) rockets at the "Hal Market" in Arihah, 

leaving a large number of civilian deaths and injuries." 

 

A video footage posted by Hadi Abdallah, the activist, showed the destruction affected to the 

"Hal Market" in Arihah due to the aerial bombardment on January 30, 2018. Another video 

footage transmitted by Orient TV showed the magnitude of the devastation inflicted to the 

same market due to its shelling on January 30, 2018. 

 

Second: 14 Deaths in Shelling a Public Market in Saraqib 

Syrian regular forces and their allies have intensified their military escalation on Saraqib since 

January 15, 2018, notably it is approximately 18 km away from the clashes zones between the 

Syrian regular forces and the armed opposition factions. 

 

According to STJ reporter, a warplane believed to be a Russian Sukhoi, targeted a public market 

known as the “Potato Market” in Saraqib on January 29, 2018, leaving 14 deaths, mostly 

salespersons and the displaced who were shopping. Moreover, 15 others have been 

documented injured as a result of the shelling, and the STJ reporter confirmed that the strike 

location is free from any military objects. 

 

A Civil Defense officer who rushed to the impact site at the time of the attack, spoke to STJ 

about what he had happened: 

"At approximately 07:40 am on January 29, 2018, the Potato Market was bombed by Russian 

warplanes, according to the observatories that informed us. The aircraft dropped several 

explosive rockets while it was full of vendors and residents; soon, we went to the impact site 

to transport the wounded and to pull out the victims. Once we arrived, we were shocked due 

to the large numbers of the dead and the body parts scattered everywhere, besides panic 

seized the people given the severity of the incident. We have pulled 14 corpses from under 

the rubble, and the injuries ranged from serious to medium." 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%A9+%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%B0%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A9%E2%80%AD/@35.2602303,36.9023024,19108m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m20!1m14!4m13!1m4!2m2!1d36.796772!2d35.867008!4e1!1m6!1m2!1s0x152496252c80eeb9:0xe0b95111df8fcd6f!2z2YXYr9ix2LPYqSDYp9mE2YXYrNmG2LDYsdin2Kk!2m2!1d36.9435202!2d35.257818!3e0!3m4!1s0x152496252c80eeb9:0xe0b95111df8fcd6f!8m2!3d35.257818!4d36.9435202
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3aKGocAY8JA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d9LxRl5flbE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d9LxRl5flbE
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Image shows some of the deaths who died in the bombardment affected to 

the Potato Market in Saraqib on January29, 2018. 

Photo credit: STJ 

 

Abu Arab who is the supervisor of an observatory that monitors the warplane in Saraqib told STJ 

that a warplane believed to be Russian took off from Hememim Military Airbase in Latakia 

province, headed towards the Syrian north and specifically to Saraqib, and targeted the Potato 

Market, he continued: 

"At 7:35 am January 29, 2018, a Russian warplane took off from Hememim Military Airbase, 

then flied towards Saraqib, and carried out an attack at 7:40 a.m., targeting the “Potato 

Market”, a public market, with several explosive rockets. We informed the Civil Defense and 

ambulance teams to go to the impact site, and we have alerted the people not to gather, 

especially since these aircrafts are monitoring and targeting civilian groups." 
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Image shows some of the dead due to the aerial bombardment of the Potato Market in Saraqib on 

January 29, 2018. 

Photo credit: STJ  

  

 

According to STJ reporter, at least 14 civilians was documented killed as a result of shelling the 

Potato Market.  They were identified as: 

1. Mohammed al-Ali 

2. Imad Haj Ahmed  

3. Mousa Ismael al-Ahmed  

4. Nejdat al-Hamed  

5. Mahmoud Zeqzaq 

6. Ahmed al-Jileh 

7. Jouma’a Basha    

8. Ibrahim Jouma’a al-Hamed  

9. Fajr al-Ahmed  

10. Zaher Zeqzaq  

11. An unidentified martyr 

12. Mahmoud Younis 

13. Abdelazizi Abderrazaq al-Aboud  

14. Yaman Mohammed Fajr al-Awad    
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In another testimony to STJ by Laith Ahmad, an activist from Saraqib, that just one day prior to 

targeting the Potato Market in the city, specifically on January 28, 2018, 46 raids had been 

documented launched on Saraqib, along with the bombardment with parachute-laden rockets. 

On that day, the city was targeted with six barrel bombs and six ground-to-ground missiles 

loaded with cluster munitions, killing 30 civilians in a single day, as well as injuring others. Laith 

al-Abdullah noted that the majority of the dead victims were displaced persons who had 

already migrated to Saraqib from other areas in Idlib countryside. 

  

 

 

Image showing the moment when some parachute-laden rockets fell on Saraqib on January 28, 2018.  

Photo credit: The activist Laith Ahmed. 

  

 

A video footage posted by Laith Ahmed, an activist, showed time of the fall and explosion of 

some parachute-laden rockets on Saraqib on January 28, 2018. 

  

 

On January 28, 2018, the Local Council of Saraqib issued a statement, and declared Saraqib to 

be a stricken city given the intensity of the shelling with numerous types of weapons. The 

statement called on all the international institutions to prompt action to end this fierce military 

campaign on the public markets, medical facilities, bakeries and other civic gatherings in 

Saraqib. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/laith127?hc_ref=ARQkdYQujgt9fq4e9IvYHV0NMFLdLL5Hko5WB2ve-mzUycXG58egZoLVG7pSvFTcJ5c&fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/laith127/videos/563385834021918/?type=2&video_source=user_video_tab%D8%B5
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An image showing the statement issued by the Local Council of Saraqib on January 28, 2018, in which it 

declared Saraqib to be a stricken city.  

Photo credit: The Local Council of Saraqib. 

 

The recent violent attacks on several cities and towns of Idlib have caused a large exodus by the 

people towards safer areas such as towns and cities of (Sarmada and Atmah) and the camps 

located on the Syrian-Turkish border, STJ reporter said. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/MjlsAladartAlmhlyLmdyntSraqb/

