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Three Children Killed and Dozens Injured As a Result of

Poisoning in Zamalka City-Eastern Ghouta
“Poisoning Cases Occurred After Some Traders Mixed Nitrite with Salt”
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About Syrians for Truth and Justice/ST)

Syrians_for Truth and Justice /STJ is a nonprofit, nongovernmental, independent Syrian
organization. STJ includes many defenders and human rights defenders from Syria and from
different backgrounds and affiliations, including academics of other nationalities.

The organization works for Syria, where all Syrians, without discrimination, should be accorded
dignity, justice and equal human rights.
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Preface:

On Wednesday, 22 November 2017, three children died and others were poisoned in Zamalka
city, which was besieged several years ago in Eastern Ghouta in Damascus countryside. The
children died after having a poisonous substance similar to salt, and according to Syrians for
Truth and Justice/ST) reporter, a number of sellers, which he called "merchants of war" did
some tricks, wanting to increase their profits, by mixing some food items such as "salt" with
other materials. This has happened under the siege that Syrian government forces imposed on
cities and towns of Eastern Ghouta for several years.

Israa al-Hussein, a woman from Zamalka poisoned with the rest of her family, after having
something like salt, she spoke to STJ about what happened and said:

"We bought salt from a seller in Zamalka, and then we started preparing the food, and when
we ate it, my mother-in-law was injured first, and showed some symptoms given her old age
and her weak body. Only moments later, she got up from her chair, put her hand on her head,
and she started vomiting then lost her consciousness. After that, the symptoms started to
show on me and my husband and then my daughter. A neighbor dispatched us to the medical
center in Zamalka at 8:00 p.m., and all | remember is that | went into a coma, and | did not
wake up until 6:00 in the morning. The same happened to my daughter and my mother-in-
law, however, my husband hasn’t woken up from his coma yet."

Image of a child died because of poisoning in Zamalka city on November 22, 2017.

Photo credit: Facebook page of the Ghouta Media Centre.



https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Zamalka,+Syria/@33.5260477,36.3436746,2633m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x1518e42a52e0be23:0xfcd3c743bd18e4e9!8m2!3d33.5264878!4d36.3525183
https://www.stj-sy.com/en/view/261
https://www.stj-sy.com/en/view/261
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=265771377284037&id=105939116600598
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Israa said the doctors had advised her not to breastfeed her baby for 15 days because she was
poisoned, and she explained that securing the formula milk for her child is difficult under the
suffocating siege of eastern Ghouta cities and towns.

Image showing two children from Zamalka, died as a result of poisoning on November 22, 2017,

Photo credit: Facebook page for Ghouta Media Centre.
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Another image of a young man poisoned in Zamalka on November 22, 2017, following having a
poisonous substance resembling the salt.

Photo credit: Facebook page of the Ghouta Media Centre.

Mu'tasim Al Ali, director of the medical center which received dozens of poisoned people, told
STJ, that the centre had received more than 30 cases of poisoning on Wednesday, causing
unusual pressure on the centre, and in that regard, he continued:

"We received the first poisoning cases at 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday afternoon, and the
symptoms were bellyache and coma. In addition to this, we received entire families who had
been poisoned and lost consciousness, so we did our best to treat those cases, but we were
unable to save a young girl identified as Khitam Saleh, three years old, as she died as soon as
she arrived the centre, followed directly by her other sister, called Rahma Saleh, four years
old, and the next day her six -year old sister died. We have done everything in our power to
save their lives. However, under the siege of Ghouta, the shortage of medicines and
equipment has halted us. "

For its part, on November 23, 2017, the Directorate of Health in Damascus and its countryside
issued a statement confirming that the aid centers in Eastern Ghouta received 30 poisoned
patients in intensive care, as a result of eating a poisonous substance mixed with the salt, which
later found "Sodium Nitrite" mixed with salt of food, and caused the death of three children
from one family.



https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=265771377284037&id=105939116600598

Syrians
For Truth
& Justice

Three Children Killed and Dozens Injured As a Result of Poisoning

in Zamalka city - Eastern Ghota

Syrian Interim Government
Ministry of Health

Damascus and Rural Damascus’
Directorate of Health

L35l doysmll LagSnll
za-ﬂ.” 3)'5,
Wi 5 (3 B daall 4y 00a
oal\ Yo AN
ARRRJARV AR P

L4 PY3 é ol Wsl> J’-’

3alas pand SV (e 330 Jseay Yo VYV V/YY (6 adl gl elag 301 o g (3o 2leaa VY20 s Aol 6 Ll
Al MLl 3 aedn T JuEia) o5 A8 AN A gall Alia 3 CalanY) 3SH e ) aledall mba LSl aszs
1M JS2 e agiVia G 355 Cum Baakall

Cuty g (323l 5 Abke a5l Jlikl) SVl SO0 agie A5 AV Lpgdll e Lenaia s o5 SV ol

Ol el dele s AV 4 gl e 3aa)y Al

JULY) Al fecs A8 jall Caad Ulla 30 ga se SV E3G-C

B Al OV aa g AR 3 gl o8 G Aele VY e SV Al g 535 S -
Letale & jad panadie Jllad judie ) Ll sa o8 pandll fcdll 53ld) e e e daiall &5 pae Sl
Laladall mbes o glaadl o gl e Leal A 3301 OBl o) jal g 5alal Gand dey op Cua
el ) Mas Jal e aszas 2l Al 3SI e &l Al |- | REA | I P (VIS
A peall Akl

Ombaall Jalal) llZN & Jlus
OV sbaddl g aall Llaall 5 93 agls Ol s

Aaiall
G+ info@umro-eg.com a UMO.EG 5

Image of the statement issued by the Directorate of Health in Damascus and its countryside on
November 23, 2017, on the poisoning incidents in the city of Zamalka in Eastern Ghouta. Photo credit:
Facebook page of the Directorate of Health in Damascus and its countryside.



https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=171771996741541&id=159614074624000

