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The Syrian regular forces and their allies launched fierce attacks using artilleries and
helicopters against the cities of Kafr Zita, al-Lataminah, al-Arbaeen, al-Sayyad, Latmeen, and
Qalaat al-Madiqg Castle, in Hama northern and western countryside?, on 7, 8 and 9 Sep.
2018, leaving civilian casualties and significant material damage.

Concurrently, on Sep. 7, 2018, the Syrian regime-held Mahardah city, in western
Hama countryside, was attacked with cluster munitions, which resulted in the kill of 9
civilians and the injury of others. Websites loyal to the Syrian government point the fingers
at the opposition groups.

The military escalation by the Syrian regular forces was simultaneous with the
trilateral summit? between Russia, Turkey and Iran held in Tehran on Sep. 7, 2018, to update
the Syrian file.

Bombardments on Hama countryside unleashed a wide wave of displacement and
killed several civilians, including Asef Abdulgader al-Khalid and Naser Hashoum in Qalaat al-
Madig, Ahmad lhsan al-Mowas in Sahl al-Ghab area, Aref Mohammed Hamada from Kafr
Zita and Khalid al-Hasan from Karnaz city.

Moreover, the Sep. 8 Russian air raids rendered the Surgical Hospital in al-Lataminah, and
Hasan al-Aqraa Hospital, in Kafr Zita inoperable. 3

In retaliation, the armed groups launched airstrikes on regime positions in the cities of al-
Seqelbiya, Salhab, Mahardah, and Safsafiya in Hama western countryside.

Earlier, eight schools in Hama and Idlib had been targeted by Syrian regular forces
and their allies during the first week of Sep 2018, which also resulted in civilian injuries,
including pupils, and schools’ destruction.?

1 Some parts of north and west Hama countryside are controlled by armed opposition groups, most notably
Jaysh al-Izza that was formed in mid-2014 and launched battles against the Syrian regime forces. Al-Lataminah
is the most significant headquarter for Jaysh al-lzza, as it’s the hometown of its General Commander Jamil al-
Saleh.

2 "putin-Rohani-Erdogan Summit set for Sep. 7in  Tehran", RT, Sep. 30, 2018;
https://english.rt.com/world/966695-%D8%B3%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%B1-
%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%A5%DI%8A%D8%B1%D8%AT7%DI%86-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%B7%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86./ (Last visit: Sep. 20,
2018).

3 "Air Strikes Knock Out Three Hospitals in Hama and Idlib", STJ, Sep. 11, 2018; https://www.stj-
sy.com/en/view/734, (Last visit: Sep. 20, 2018).

4"Schools Under Attack in Idlib and Hama", STJ, Sep. 11, 2018; https://www.stj-sy.com/en/view/736
(Last visit: Sep. 20, 2018).
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On Monday 17™ Sep. 2018, Turkey and Russia signed a memorandum of understanding
regarding Idlib's de-escalation zone, Syria's northwestern province.

"We have agreed on the establishment of a weapons-free zone between the
opposition- and [Assad] regime-controlled areas," Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan said in a news conference with his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin in
the city of Sochi, following a meeting between the two leaders.®

I. Non-stop bombardment on Hama countryside

On Sep. 7, 8, and 9 Syrian regular forces and Russia conducted some 200 airstrikes on al-
Lataminah, Kafr Zita, al-Zakat, al-Sayyad, and Maarkaba among others.

Qalaat al-Madiq, in the west countryside of Hama, was targeted with hundreds of artillery
and rocket shells from the Syrian regular forces stationed in al-Nakhl Checkpoint, located in
al-Seqelbiyah, and from checkpoints in Hayaleen, Qabr Fidda and Shathah, and Joreen Camp
in Sahl al-Ghab area.

"The three-day intensive strikes left many civilian causalities, significant
destruction in residential buildings and led to mass exodus toward the camps on
the Syrian-Turkish border, mostly from Qalaat al-Madiq. Kafr Zita, Qalaat al-Madiq,
Shahshbo Mount and al-Jabriya villages were declared disaster areas by the local
council of each", as reported by Abu al-Joud, a local activist in Hama countryside.

5 "Turkey, Russia agree on 'weapons-free zone' in |Idlib", Anadolu Agency, Sep. 17, 2018;

https://www.aa.com.tr/en/%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A7/%D9%85%D8%B0%D9%83%D8%B1%
D8%A9-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%85-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A9-
%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%84%D8%B6%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86-
%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B6%D8%B9-
%D8%A8%D8%A5%D8%AF%D9%84%D8%A8/1257276. (Last visit: Sep. 21, 2018).



https://www.aa.com.tr/ar/%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A7/%D9%85%D8%B0%D9%83%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%85-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%84%D8%B6%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B6%D8%B9-%D8%A8%D8%A5%D8%AF%D9%84%D8%A8/1257276
https://www.aa.com.tr/ar/%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A7/%D9%85%D8%B0%D9%83%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%85-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%84%D8%B6%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B6%D8%B9-%D8%A8%D8%A5%D8%AF%D9%84%D8%A8/1257276
https://www.aa.com.tr/ar/%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A7/%D9%85%D8%B0%D9%83%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%85-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%84%D8%B6%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B6%D8%B9-%D8%A8%D8%A5%D8%AF%D9%84%D8%A8/1257276
https://www.aa.com.tr/ar/%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A7/%D9%85%D8%B0%D9%83%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%85-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%84%D8%B6%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B6%D8%B9-%D8%A8%D8%A5%D8%AF%D9%84%D8%A8/1257276
https://www.aa.com.tr/ar/%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A7/%D9%85%D8%B0%D9%83%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%85-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%84%D8%B6%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B6%D8%B9-%D8%A8%D8%A5%D8%AF%D9%84%D8%A8/1257276
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Targeting al-Lataminah city on Sep. 8, 2018.
Photo Credit: STJ

Regarding the bad security conditions and the material loses, under the continued
bombardment by Regime forces, Ahmad Nayrozi, the director of the Syrian Civil Defense in
the western countryside of Hama, reported:

"The Russian-backed regular forces launched violent attacks on Sep.7, 8, and 9 on
Hama countryside, causing many civilian casualties and mass destruction in their
properties and buildings. All our vehicles and volunteers are 100 per cent level of
readiness to save civilians' lives. Qalaat al-Madiq town was the most bombed, as it
was targeted with more than 800 artillery and rocket shells, triggering a huge
exodus. It was really dangerous for the Civil Defense teams to work there, as on
Sep. 8, the fire fighters team was targeted by the regime forces stationed in al-
Seqelbiya, while extinguishing fires, which resulted in the injury of a volunteer and
the damage of two vehicles, so we were compelled to leave the town."

Activists circulated a footage showing the strikes against al-Lataminah on Sep. 9, 2018.



https://www.facebook.com/shbablatamneh3/videos/296936627756188/
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A still taken from the previous footage showing an air raid on al-Lataminah on Sep. 9. 2018.

Faisal Hamdah, a relative of a victim, who was killed in Kafr Zita, narrated the account of his
cousin,

"Aref Mohammed Hamada, born in 1994, lived a destitute life and so could not
complete his education. He struggled with his father to make ends meet; he
worked as a mechanic and electrician. Despite the bad security conditions and the
continuous bombardment, Aref refused to displace. He had no military affiliation.
As recently as 2017, he got married and almost a month before his death, he had a
baby who also died of illness. On Sep. 9, 2018, while Aref and his wife were on a
visit to a relative's house, a Syrian regime helicopter dropped a barrel bomb killing
him and injuring the rest. His family couldn’t perform his funeral, as they
evacuated along with the few remaining families, toward IDP camps in the north."

Hama Media Office posted a footage, on Sep. 8, showing bombardments on Kafr Zita
by Syrian regime helicopters.



https://www.facebook.com/shbablatamneh3/videos/296936627756188/
https://www.facebook.com/hmosyrian/videos/459533474556560/
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A still taken from the abovementioned footage.

Il. Syrian rebels accused of shelling Mahardah and
inflicting civilian casualties

On Sep. 7, 2018, Mahardah, dominantly Christians, which is under the Syrian regular
forces’ control, was shelled with cluster munitions and websites loyal to the Syrian
government accused the armed groups of the attacks which left 8 civilian deaths who are;
Elias Thaer Salhobi, Silina Ayman Salloum, May Walid Namo, Fadi Shadi al-Shahda, Maria
Shadi al-Shahda, Lama Shadi al-Shahda, Amira Kareem Zerouf, and Afifa Dayoub.
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A cluster munition used by the rebels to shell Mahardah Sep. 7, 2018.

Photo credit: the National Defense in Mahardah.

Warning sirens were sounded in the city after it was hit by cluster munitions, alleged
to be fired by rebels stationed in al-Lataminah. The next morning, on Sep. 8, a mass funeral
was held by locals of the city and public mourning was announced; shops were closed and
movement almost paralyzed, as Mahardah News Network reported.



https://www.facebook.com/1736930713198933/posts/2660617730830222/
https://www.facebook.com/178635058892429/posts/1835278986561353/
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Civilian victims fall in the Mahardah attacks on Sep. 7, 2018.
Photo credit: the National Defense Forces in Mahardah.

A Canadian press delegation arrived on the same date to conduct investigation on the
Mahardah attacks, as Mahardah News Network reported on Sep. 11, 2018.

Activists from Hama countryside, on the other hand, blamed the bombardment on
the Regime forces, citing that rebels don’t own such types of weapons, and pointing that the
Damascus Government sought to accuse opposition groups of tearing apart the social fabric.



https://www.facebook.com/1005558246185049/posts/2162802310460631/
https://www.facebook.com/178635058892429/posts/1839737749448810/
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About Syrians for Truth and Justice:

STJ is an independent, nongovernmental organization
whose members include Syrian human rights defenders,
advocates and academics of different backgrounds and
nationalities.

The initiative strives for SYRIA, where all Syrian citizens
(females and males) have dignity, equality, justice and
equal human rights.

@ www.stj-sy.com
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