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About Syrian Archive

The Syrian Archive is a Syrian-led initiative striving to promote sustainable peace and respect for
human rights within Syrian society through facilitating justice and accountability efforts. This
includes evidence gathering and documentation of incidents; the acknowledgment that war
crimes and human rights violations have been committed by all parties to the conflict; the
identification of perpetrators to end the cycle of impunity; and the development of a process of
justice and reconciliation. Through collecting, verifying, curating and investigating visual content,
the Syrian Archive aims to preserve data as a digital memory to establish a database of human
rights violations, and to act as a tool for legally implementing justice and accountability efforts as

concept and practice in Syria.

Since its founding in 2014, the Syrian Archive has collaborated with organisations including
Human Rights Watch (HRW), Amnesty International, University of California at Berkeley and the
University of Essex, Witness, Bellingcat and various agencies of the United Nations (UN),

specifically the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic.
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https://syrianarchive.org/
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About Syrians for Truth and Justice/ST)

Syrians for Truth and Justice /STJ is a nonprofit, nongovernmental, independent Syrian
organization. STJ includes many defenders and human rights defenders from Syria and from
different backgrounds and affiliations, including academics of other nationalities.

The organization works for Syria, where all Syrians, without discrimination, should be accorded
dignity, justice and equal human rights.
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Preface

Despite the repeated warnings by the international community for the Syrian government not to
use chemical weapons during the war in Syria, the latter re-attacked al-Shefonia town with
chemical weapons on February 25, 2018, which is the fourth consecutive chemical attack since
the beginning of 2018 on the besieged Eastern Ghouta - Damascus countryside. The recent
targeting resulted in many injuries among civilians and the death of at least two children, which
reinforces the fact that using chemical weapons appears to be a systematic policy pursued by
the Syrian government during its ongoing battles. As its first attack in 2018, occurred in the area
between Duma and Harasta in Damascus Ghouta on January 13, 2018, the second attack took
place on January 22, 2018 in the north-western area of Duma, and the third attack took place on
February 1, 2018 in Duma as well .

On March 7, 2018, the field researcher of STJ in Eastern Ghouta reported that the area between
Sagba and Hamoryah was subjected to a chemical attack (the fifth since the beginning of 2018),
which resulted in scores of casualties according to the researcher. STJ is now conducting the
necessary investigations and will publish a special report in this regard as soon as it is finished.

Fourth Attack Details:

At 6 p.m. on Sunday, February 25, 2017, al-Shefonia town- east Ghouta, with some 230 families,
was targeted with toxic gas, which has led to many casualties among civilians, noting that the
closest line of fighting between the Syrian government and the opposition factions was at the
time about 2 kilometres away from the town of al-Shefonia.

On the same day, The Russian ministry of defense published a briefing on Syria stating:

"Evidence has shown that the leaders of illegal armed formations in the Eastern Ghouta are
preparing a provocation using poisonous agents in order to accuse the government forces of
using chemical weapons against civilians."



https://www.stj-sy.com/en/view/392
https://www.stj-sy.com/en/view/413
https://www.stj-sy.com/en/view/415
http://eng.mil.ru/en/news_page/country/more.htm?id=12164301@egNews
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A Map illustrates the targeted area, east of Eastern Ghouta, and shows the distribution of areas
controlled by opposition factions as of the date of the attack
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A Map illustrates the targeted area, east of Eastern Ghouta, and shows the distribution of areas
controlled by opposition factions as of the date of the attack
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Muhammad Ataya, a resident of al-Shefonia town, spoke to STJ saying:

“Following the intense and unprecedented bombardment on Eastern Ghouta cities and towns,
| went down with my family to one of the cellars in al-Jamieat area in al-Shefonia town, in
search of a haven safer from our house. There was a helicopter flying over our heads, it threw
a barrel, which started to fall making a very loud sound, but when it hit the ground, we didn't
hear any sound of it which is unusual, we thought that it didn't explode. Then we, my family
and |, started to inhale a strong and strange smell, following which | blacked out, and fainted.
When | regained consciousness, | found myself in a medical centre.”

A
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An image shows a number of people affected by the poisonous gas attack in the al-Shefonia town.

Photo credit: Duma Coordination.

Kumait Agency published a video showing injured men and a child being treated as a result of
the chlorine attack.



https://www.facebook.com/Douma.Revolution/photos/pcb.744779045732689/744778935732700/?type=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eAHtGJmUMVY
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The impact of the poisonous gas was strong because it was concentrated, that many of the
injured lost consciousness, according to the testimony STJ has get by the survivor Muhammad
Ataya who continued by saying:

"Even when | regained consciousness, my situation did not stabilize, as | suffered from severe
headache with shortness of breath for long hours."

The same day of the attack, the reporter Yaser Aldoumani published a video showing a killed
child with a blue rope written on it "25/02/2018 al-Shefonia as a result of chlorine gas". The
video also shows injured children, and men being treated in a medical facility as a result of the
claimed chlorine attack.

The Damaski agency has posted a video footage on its Facebook page, showed the body of a
child who died as a result of targeting al-Shefonia town by poisonous gas.

An image of a child who died as a result of targeting al-Shefonia town with poisonous gas

Photo credit: Duma Coordination.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7vzolYe75_g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ViLrrIGzmoU
https://www.facebook.com/Douma.Revolution/photos/pcb.744779045732689/744778682399392/?type=3
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Damaski_media agency published a video showing Yousef Albostany who is the director of
Damaski news agency. He said: "25-02-2018 on Sunday, we are in eastern Ghouta which was
targeted by the Assad forces with chemical gas. This child was killed today as a result of the
chemical gas attack. We don't know if it's the chlorine gas or another one. There are many other
civilian injured as well including women, men and children." Other photos about this incident
was published by Damaski media agency on their twitter account.

STJ has met Nizar Balla, one of the ambulance volunteer members, who told us that the Syrian
government targeted every living thing that moveth upon the earth in the town of al-Shefonia,
which was turned into a ghost town, as its alleys were pretty desolated of people, and most of
its roads were blocked with the rubble of the destroyed houses being shelled with missiles and
rockets. Nizar said:

"We have received several reports from civilians about targeting al-Shefonia town with toxic
gas. So we immediately rushed to the scene, where we have faced many difficulties as two
paramedics were suffocated and severely dizzy after inhaling poisonous gas, we aid them and
as many injured civilians as we can. Unfortunately we couldn’t reach all the injured fast
enough due to the intensification of the shelling on the area and the blockage of most of the
roads inside the town of al-Shefonia because of rubble, which caused our delay in helping
many cases."

An image shows two paramedics who were exposed to toxic gas

Photo credit: Duma coordination.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r9x0xi-02wA
https://twitter.com/Damaskiagency/status/967838959509409792
https://twitter.com/Damaskiagency/status/967838959509409792
https://www.facebook.com/Douma.Revolution/photos/pcb.744779045732689/744779009066026/?type=3
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Medical centres in the region received 18 injured civilian, including 6 women, 4 children, and 6
men, and a dead four-year-old child named Adnan al-Smadey.

Dr. Saeed Hanafi, a medical centre staff member in Duma, said to STJ:

"We have received several cases of suffocation of civilians, who had been exposed to a
poisonous gas. Their clothes smelled of very strong chlorine odor. There was a child among the
injured whom we couldn’t save because he was in the centre of the targeted area the time of
the attack. Kids his age can’t take high concentration of toxic gas, which we initially suspected
to have involved chlorine, as the child’s features and face indicate that he was suffocated, in
spite of the presence of some scares resulted from the falling rubble but they were minor and
has nothing to do with his death."

There was another child named called Ahmad al-Ahmad, 10 months age, whose condition was
very serious, he suffered a lot before he died on the morning of 1 March 2018, of a dyspnea.
Dr. Saeed goes on to say:

“The injured who were taken to medical points had a chlorine-like odor, they suffered from
dyspnea and the irritation of bronchus and conjunctiva, we put the injured on nebulizer and
oxygen devices until they got better and they have been under medical observation for 24
hours.”
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Image shows the child Ahmad al-Ahmad who later died of a severe dyspnea with other symptoms after
being exposed to chlorine gas

Photo credit: SAMS



https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1246232795509940&id=1174443599355527&refid=52&__tn__=-R
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An image shows a statement issued by Damascus and Damascus Rural Health Directorate in which it
release the cause of the death of Ahmad al-Ahmad with severe dyspnea after exposure to chlorine gas-
laden missiles.

Photo credit: Damascus and Damascus Rural Health Directorate.

According to STJ field researcher, the bombing rate increased dramatically after the adoption of
Security Council’s Resolution No. 2401. Al-Shefonia was the most shelled town, where it was

subjected to a non-stop airstrikes. The Syrian government is following scorched-earth policy,
where it bombed the town with chemical weapons (rocket or barrel according to the obtained
testimonies) and returned to bombard it again with dozens of missiles, which was the reason for
the delayed arrival of the ambulance after the attack.



https://www.facebook.com/DirectorateofHealth.sy/posts/200347730550634
http://www.un.org/ar/documents/viewdoc.asp?docnumber=S/RES/2401%20(2018)&referer=/english/&Lang=E

