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Special Report on the Case of the Nurse "Gossoon Murshid" and
Depriving her of her Freedom in Eastern Ghouta

“Contradictory Statements and Conflicting Accounts about the Incident, after Accusing Army of Islam of Kidnapping as a Desire to Control All
Aspects of Life in Douma”
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About Syrians for Truth and Justice/ST)

Syrians_for Truth and Justice /STJ is a nonprofit, nongovernmental, independent Syrian
organization. STJ includes many defenders and human rights defenders from Syria and from
different backgrounds and affiliations, including academics of other nationalities.

The organization works for Syria, where all Syrians, without discrimination, should be accorded
dignity, justice and equal human rights.
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Special Report on the Case of the Nurse "Gossoon Murshid” and Depriving her of
her Freedom in Eastern Ghouta

Preface:

On Wednesday afternoon, December 13, 2017, the nurse Gossoon Murshid, director of the
Incubator Department at the Obstetric Hospital in Duma?, was arrested while returning to her
house located in Duma. Syrians for Truth and Justice/STJ reporter said that accounts conflicted
about whether the arrest had been lawfully with a warrant or not, and accounts differed about
the authenticity of the charges against her. Several testimonies obtained by STJ, specifically
testimonies from those who work for the Supreme Judicial Council? in Eastern Ghouta, said that
arresting Gossoon was with a warrant, on the basis of several civil complaints received by the
Supreme Judicial Council about the "ill-treatment" that Gossoon practiced against children and
their families in addition to being involved with other "moral problems". Moreover, there were
some complaints about the wilful neglect of children, which led to the death of some of them.

On the other hand, many eyewitnesses denied what had been mentioned earlier, as several
activists from Duma told STJ that agents of Army of Islam arrested the nurse in a "kidnapping"
manner, and that she had not been arrested in a lawful manner. In addition, some of the activists
indicated that the charges against her were purely malicious and fabricated, because the nurse is
known for her harsh criticism of the Army of Islam. They noted that this incident reflected
attempts by the Army of Islam to control all the aspects of life in Duma, specifically the medical
point in the city, following controlling the local council, the judiciary and the police during the last
months of 2017.

First: Conflicting Statements

On December 16, 2017, Army of Islam, through a statement issued on its Telegram channel,
declared that it had nothing to do with the incident of arresting Gossoon, and that the arrest was
carried out on the basis of an official warrant issued by the Court. Moreover, the statement said
that the nurse was on remand and that the Medical Office in Eastern Ghouta has been informed
on this matter.

' The Army of Islam fully controls Duma. Gossoon Murshid remained in detention until the end of the writing of this report December 2017

? The judiciary in Eastern Ghouta was established during several stages. At first, civil courts in towns and cities of Eastern Ghouta were formed in early
2013. In mid-2014, the so-called "The Unified Judicial Council” was formed, in which the courts were unified throughout Eastern Ghouta. After fighting
among Syrian armed opposition factions in Eastern Ghouta on April 28, 2016, the judiciary was divided into two bodies, one within areas held by Faylaq al-

Rahman, whereas the other body was within areas held by the Army of Islam. In 2017, the Supreme Judicial Council was formed throughout Syria, in areas

out of Control of the Syrian regular forces. One of the councils involved within was the Judicial Council in Duma and its adjacent places.



https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Duma,+Syria/@33.5709595,36.3881397,4875m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x1518ef84a8e817bb:0xaffd77b97246862b!8m2!3d33.5727724!4d36.4093761
https://www.stj-sy.com/en/index/news
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Image showing the statement issued by the Army of Islam on December 16, 2017, in which it denied any
link with the case of arresting the nurse, and asserted that her arrest was made by a warrant.

Photo credit: Telegram channel of the Army of Islam.

For its part, the Directorate of Health in Damascus and Countryside, reserved on the case of the
arrest in the first days, but on December 16, 2017, the Directorate condemned, through a
statement, the arrest of without showing a judicial or security warrant to the nurse, or to the
administration or side she works for. It also demanded all concerned parts to work for the release
of the nurse and to bring her to justice if the accusations are proved.
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Image showing the statement issued by the Directorate of Health in Damascus and Countryside on
December 16, 2017, in which it condemned the arrest of Gossoon Murshid, the nurse, and asked all
those involved to work for her release and bring her to justice if the accusations are proved.

Photo credit: Facebook page of the Directorate of Health in Damascus and its countryside.
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Second: Response of the Supreme Judicial Council and
Clarification Circumstances of the Arrest

The statement issued by the Directorate of Health in Damascus and Countryside raised the wrath
of the Supreme Judicial Council in Eastern Ghouta, thus it issued two separate statements. One
of them was in December 16, 2017, in which it confirmed that the arrest of the nurse had been
made by a warrant issued by a court of the Supreme Judicial Council. The statement also asked
the Directorate of Health in Damascus and countryside to return to the court and the Public
Prosecutor's Office, to understand the circumstances of the arrest rather than resorting to the
media.

Moreover, the Supreme Judicial Council explained through a follow-up statement issued on
December 16, 2017, that the meeting is in progress, with the doctors concerned to clarify cause
of the arrest. It also requested the need to allow the work of the judiciary and not to hinder the
investigation through the pressure exerted by the Directorate of Health in Damascus and
Countryside. The Council noted that no investigative information could be published for the time
being.
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Image of the statement issued on December 16, 2017, by the Supreme Judicial Council, in which it
explained that the arrest of Gossoon Murshid, the nurse, was based on a judicial warrant by a
subordinate court.

Photo credit: Telegram channel of the Supreme Judicial Council.
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Image of the follow-up statement issued by the Supreme Judicial Council on December 16, 2017, in
which it confirmed that meeting was ongoing with the doctors concerned to find out cause of the arrest,
and called to allow the work of the judiciary.

Photo credit: Telegram channel of the Supreme Judicial Council.
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Third: Accounts of Eyewitnesses

According to STJ reporter, the incident of arrest of the nurse Gossoon Murshid sparked a split
between the popular in Duma, between supporters and opponents. Some people spoke about
her "behavioral wrongdoing" and her ill-treatment to children and their relatives in the Incubator
Department. In this regard, a nurse, working in Eastern Ghouta who refused to disclose her name,
accused Gossoon of negligence, disregard and violation of medical laws, and added that this had
caused the death of a number of children? in the Incubator Department. She added:

"The deaths may not be intentional, nor can be described as a medically error, since the nurse
has extensive experience in this field, but what | can confirm is that she was so careless that
she used to smoke near children, let alone her behavioral wrongdoing in dealing with both the
employees and families of the children as well."

In another testimony, a mother of a child who died in the department of the Incubators, in which
where the nurse had served, confirmed that her child had died since two years in that department
without anyone giving her enough explanation about the causes of death. She told STJ:

"l delivered my child two years ago and it was born early, so | was forced to put the baby in the
incubator, where they said | had to leave the place to ensure his safety, and that | could come
back within two hours. However, after my return to the hospital, they gave me the baby dead
without explaining the cause of death, and when | asked for the reason, they told me words, in
a tactless way, and contrary to the humanitarian profession that they pretend. At the time, |
did not thought that my child's death could be unnatural."

Mohammed al-Omar, an employee for the Supreme Judicial Council in Eastern Ghouta, told STJ
that, about a month ago, complaints against Gossoon Murshid started to come to justice, mostly
from some civilians in addition to some nurses. He continued:

"The content of these complaints was her ill-treatment of some children and their relatives in
the Incubator department, as well as her involvement in moral problems. Therefore, we
conducted a study through our research and investigation office, and once the study was
received confirming that she smoked in the medical center, uttered obscene words frequently,
as well as we received several complaints of wilful negligence of some children that caused
their death, and upon all that above, we decided to arrest her under a warrant. The Criminal
Security arrested her at 10:00 a.m., and when the first interrogation was conducted, we decided
to arrest her, and we informed Abo Rateb ash-Shami, the Director of the Medical Office, about

? STJ could not verify the allegations that claimed the deaths to be because of the negligence and disregard of the nurse.
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that. We were surprised when the Directorate of Health in Damascus and Countryside issued
statements attacking the Judicial Council because of the arrest incident. The preliminary
investigation has now been concluded, and it has been decided to transfer her to the
investigating judge for the offence of negligence during work causing the death of some
children as well as the contravention of public morals and committing acts contrary to modesty.
Currently, she is under investigation."

For its part, the Supreme Judicial Council in Eastern Ghouta indicated that it is ready to receive
any complaint from relatives of the children who died in the Department of Incubator in the
Obstetric Hospital in Duma. Subsequently, complaints followed; among them was the death of a
child identified as Aisha Khaldoon al-Sulta without determining the time of her death.

Image showing the baby Aisha Khaldoon al-Sulta whom said to have died in the Incubator Department in
the Obstetric Hospital located in Duma.

Photo credit: Telegram channel for Awsat (Middle) News network.
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Fourth: Different Eyewitness Accounts

On the other hand, there were testimonies and statements that denied what was mentioned
previously. Dr. Fayez Orabi, the spokesperson for the Health directorate in Damascus and
Countryside stressed to STJ, that arrest of the nurse had been for unknown reasons until this
moment, noting that the Health Director in Damascus and Countryside had contacted the
judiciary on this issue. However, there is nothing official concerning this case so far. He added:

"In general, it is a detention for an unknown reason, but the method was not proper to arrest
a girl fundamentally. Concerning the attitude of the Directorate, the Legal Service in the
Directorate of Health in Damascus and its countryside is following daily the case concerning the
arrest of the nurse who is head of the nursing department in the Incubator Department. The
last judicial review was on December 20, 2017, in order to be familiar with the indictment
against the detainee, and the chief prosecutor promised to inform us about the charges and
the evidence addressed to her on Saturday, 23 December 2017."

In turn, an activist from Duma, who refused to disclose his name for security purposes, said that
fighters of Army of Islam arrested the nurse in a "kidnapping" manner”, while she was returning
from the medical point to her home in the city. In this regard, he spoke to STJ:

"If we want to talk legally, no doubt that all the charges against the nurse are invalid, since the
arrest was not carried out lawfully. As for the charges of killing the children, the nurse Gossoon
Murshid bears no responsibility, because she is the supervisor of the Incubator department,
and not responsible for the Medical point and if there were mistakes, the person in-charge-of
the medical center must be held accountable. Gossoon was very critical to the Army of Islam
and not satisfied with its violations in Eastern Ghouta, and it is known that anyone who
criticizes Army of Islam would be arrested. Nevertheless, the important point that must be
referred to is that Army of Islam is trying to control all aspects of life in Ghouta, and has already
managed to control the Local Council, the police and the judiciary in Duma, and it may now
desires to control the medical point, to claim to the public that Army of Islam is the one who
treats children and provides medical materials, the matter that will help it gain popular support
since it has lost many supporters recently. According to the information available to me, Army
of Islamic employed people from its part at the medical point and as a result, malicious reports
were written against the nurse Gossoon to prepare for her arrest.”

In a crosschecked testimony, an activist from Duma, who also refused to disclose his name for
security purposes, confirmed that fighters of Army of Islam arrested Gossoon Murshid in a
kidnapping manner. He stated that the latter denied at first and disclaimed its liability for the
arrest, but on the next day, it stated that Gossoon is being held in a security office in Duma.
Concerning the charges against her, he added:
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"We learned later that the charges against Gossoon were killing children and the use of
witchcraft and magic. These charges were very malicious, and | think they are due to her harsh
criticism of the Army of Islam, besides, there are reports of a disagreement between the nurse
and the mother of one of the commanders in the Army of Islam. We must not forget that Army
of Islam controls all institutions in Duma, whether the Supreme Judicial Council, the Criminal
Security among others."

One reliable sources told STJ commenting on the incident:

"Gossoon left the Incubator department at about 10:00 am, in order to buy some coffee, and
she disappeared afterwards, which alerted all doctors at the center. They started asking about
her everywhere, then some people contacted the security office of the Army of Islam inquiring
about her, but the office denied her presence with them. Only minutes later, the police of the
Army of Islamic contacted the same people again and told them that Gossoon was there. The
incident was a kidnapping, as she was kidnapped from the street and in an untactful manner.
After that, they searched her mobile, and based on the things found in it, they began to list the
charges against her. Concerning, killing children, it is a professional medical subject, which must
be verified by doctors who do not have such medical experience. There is also an important
point: they searched her cell and saw her personal conversations, and based on them they
increased the indictment. Moreover, Army of Islam attempted to defame all those who have
tried to support Gossoon, specifically doctors and activists supporting her cause. One of the
charges against her was “Killing Sunni children.”

The official spokesman of the Health Directorate in Damascus countryside, Dr. Fayez Orabi, told
Syrians for Truth and Justice/STJ that the legal service, that assigned to pursue the case of
Gossoon, has received a commitment from the judiciary to have access to the investigation
course of Gossoon case, which was actually done on Saturday, December 23, 2017, so the
following day on Sunday, December 24, 2017, Gossoon was released on remand without any
official statement by the judicial authority regarding the charges against her.




