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About Syrians for Truth and Justice/STJ 

Syrians for Truth and Justice /STJ is a nonprofit, nongovernmental, independent Syrian 

organization. STJ includes many defenders and human rights defenders from Syria and from 

different backgrounds and affiliations, including academics of other nationalities. 

 

The organization works for Syria, where all Syrians, without discrimination, should be accorded 

dignity, justice and equal human rights. 

 

 

 

  

https://www.stj-sy.com/en
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 Preface: 

Several cities and towns in the besieged Eastern Ghouta witnessed a significant military 

escalation carried out by the Syrian regular forces, starting from November 15, 2017 to 

November 23, 2017, when they launched a violent attack utilizing warplanes and artillery 

shelling on different areas in Eastern Ghouta. The largest share of the attacks was on towns of 

Irbin, Madyara, and Mesraba, but Harasta1 witnessed some other sort of the attacks. On 

Saturday morning, 18 November 2017, the Syrian regular forces launched a grenade attack 

loaded with a toxic gas believed to be one of the organophosphorus compounds according to 

the testimonies obtained by Syrians for Truth and Justice/STJ, the attack targeted groups of 

fighters of Ahrar al-sham al-Islamiyya Movement on the Military Vehicle Management Front in 

Harasta. The attack resulted in the wounding 39 combatants being light and medium, as many 

eyewitnesses have confirmed to a STJ reporter. 

 

The escalation comes in the context of the fierce military campaign launched by Syrian regular 

forces on Eastern Ghouta on Tuesday November 15, 2017, following Ahrar al-Sham al-Islamiyya 

Movement’s announcement of the Battle "They Were Wronged" which began on Monday 

morning, 14 November 2017. According to STJ reporter, these battles caused the death of 

several Syrian regular forces fighters including some officers, headed by Lieutenant General, 

Walid Khawashkji, deputy commander of the Military Vehicles Management, in addition to that, 

combatants of Ahrar al-Sham al-Islamiyya Movement managed to control large parts of the 

Military Vehicles Management as well as the seize of weapons and ammunition. 

 

 

 

 

 

1 A large part of Harasta is held by Ahrar al-Sham al-Islamiyya Movement, but few of its neighborhoods are still held 
by Syrian regular forces. 

https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Irbin,+Syria/@33.5384454,36.3581913,2633m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x1518e5c6b3a87075:0x408755925b6e1b6e!8m2!3d33.5389052!4d36.3660597
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Irbin,+Syria/@33.5384454,36.3581913,2633m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x1518e5c6b3a87075:0x408755925b6e1b6e!8m2!3d33.5389052!4d36.3660597
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Madyara,+Syria/@33.5450429,36.3824272,1316m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x1518e59b690dbdeb:0x5b162ce1a5dac913!8m2!3d33.5453761!4d36.3863673
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Mesraba,+Syria/@33.5515341,36.3889288,2633m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x1518e5820190c249:0xf196309d93ef235d!8m2!3d33.5506601!4d36.3958424
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Harasta,+Syria/@33.5627068,36.3526438,5265m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x1518ef5eb7e640ab:0xe715f453ca1b4b8a!8m2!3d33.5583385!4d36.3660597
https://stj-sy.com/en/index/news
http://ahraralsham.net/statment16-11-2017/
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The Incident Details  

One of the paramedics, who helped the wounded in the attack, spoke to STJ about the 

symptoms that showed up on the injured: 

"At first, we thought chlorine is the gas used in the attack, so we treated the injured on this 

basis, but hours later we found out that it was not chlorine gas and the proof is that after the 

injured left the emergency department, conditions of some of them aggravated and they 

were brought back to the medical centers and placed in the intensive care unit after showing 

symptoms of eye-pin pupils with a blurred vision, as well as chest symptoms such as a 

excess detachments in the bronchial tubes  and excessive salivation, as well as neurological 

symptoms represented by irritation, muscle weakness and muscle spasms, which usually 

result from exposure to "organophosphorus compounds".  

 

Fayez Fethi Orabi, the official spokesperson of the Health Directorate in Damascus and its 

countryside, assured to STJ that the attack had occurred at around 5:00 in the dawn of 

Saturday, 18 November, injuring 50 people with symptoms likely to be the result of 

"organophosphorus compounds".  Concerning the attack, he said:   

"First of all, we gave the injured first aid that are special to exposure to chlorine gas, but 

several hours later, several cases, about 15 injured, came back due to the worsening of the 

symptoms. Immediately, they were admitted to hospitals for cure, 11 of them were placed 

into the intensive care unit, and the Health Directorate team in Damascus and its countryside 

supervised their treatment. Through the symptoms that showed, it seemed that the gas used 

was not chlorine gas at all because of the obvious respiratory and neurological symptoms of 

irritation, restlessness and convulsions with an absence of consciousness and symptoms of 

the eye, particularly the constricted pupils and pin-eye pupils, which do not result from 

exposure to chlorine gas, but refers to exposure to "organophosphorus compounds".  It is 

remarkable to indicate that the symptoms of exposure to this type of gas are similar to that 

exposure of Sarin gas, but organophosphorus compounds have a stench that does not exist in 

Sarin gas.” 

 

 

A video footage published by the Health Directorate in Damascus and its countryside on 

November 20, 2017 showed a number of injured due to exposure to an attack by toxic gas 

believed to be "organophosphorus compounds", during treatment in Eastern Ghouta hospitals. 

 

http://context.reverso.net/translation/english-arabic/excess
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hYSAQ90q4Kg&feature=youtu.be
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Image shows a combatant of Ahrar al-sham al-Islamiyya Movement who inflicted with poisonous gas at a 

medical point in Harasta on November 18, 2017. 

Photo credit: Activists from Harasta. 

 

For its part, the Health Directorate in Damascus and its countryside (of the Syrian Interim 

government, affiliated with the Syrian opposition) issued on November 20, 2017, a statement 

confirming the arrival of a number of cases believed to be exposed to "organophosphorus 

compounds" to the intensive care unit in one of Eastern Ghouta hospitals.  The statement also 

explained the symptoms showed on the injured like clinical eye symptoms (conjunctiva redness, 

pin-eye pupils, watery eyes) and respiratory and neurological symptoms; the doctors specialists 

agreed unanimously that they are symptoms of poisoning by " organophosphorus compounds", 

as well as they demanded an immediate investigation of this incident by an ad-hoc international 

commission. 
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Image the statement issued by the Health Directorate in Damascus and its countryside on November 20, 

2017, in which likely the use of "organophosphorus compounds" in the recent attack on Harasta. 

Photo credit: Telegram channel for the Health Directorate in Damascus and its countryside. 

 

 

 

https://t.me/DirectorateofHealth
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According to STJ reporter, only two days before targeting Harasta with poisonous gases 

specifically on November 16, 2017, the Syrian regular forces threw mortar shells loaded with 

poisonous gas, believed to be chlorine gas, targeting aggregations of Ahrar al-Sham al-Islamiyya 

fighters during their storming of a Military Vehicle Management facility in Harasta. As a result, 

several media professionals and activists who were present at the time were injured, including: 

1. Mohammed al-Qaseer, Orient TV cameraman.  

2. Mazen ash-Shami, director of Qasioun Office. 

3. Mohammed al-Jazaeri, director of al-Jazira Office.  

4. Diyaa ash-Shami, Step News Agency reporter.  

5. Abedl Monaem Isa, a photographer.  

 

It is worth mentioning that this attack came hours after Russia vetoed a draft resolution 

submitted by the US to the Council security, which called for the extension of the work of the 

Joint United Nations Commission of Inquiry and the Organization for Prohibition of Chemical 

Weapons/OPCW.  The Committee concluded during October 2017 that the Syrian regular forces 

bear responsibility for the chemical attack on the town of Khan Sheikhoun in Idlib, the attack 

that killed at least 80 people in April 2017. 

It is also noteworthy that on May 4, 2017, the sponsoring states of Astana Talks (Russia, Turkey 

and Iran) signed memorandum of Understanding for the establishment of de-escalation zones 

in Syria, which included Eastern Ghouta in Damascus countryside, Idlib province and some parts 

of northern Homs province; in addition to some parts of the adjacent provinces (Latakia, Hama, 

and Aleppo) and some parts of southern Syria. One of the most prominent items was the 

cessation of hostilities between conflicting parties and the provision of conditions for the 

delivery of medical assistance. On July 22, 2017, the Army of Islam participated in signing the 

de-escalation zone agreement in Syria, followed by Faylaq al-Rahman faction on August 18, 

2017. 

 

Earlier, Syrians for truth and justice/STJ had prepared a report detailing the three attacks in 

which poisonous gases were used by Syrian regular forces on several clash zones in Eastern 

Ghouta against Syrian armed opposition factions, Faylaq al-Rahman, during July 2017. STJ, in 

cooperation with Justice for Life Organization, had issued a special report on the chemical 

attack on the town of Khan Sheikhoun on April 4, 2017. 

 

https://english.rt.com/middle_east/910425-%D8%AC%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%A9-%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%84%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D9%8A-%D8%AD%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF-%D9%85%D9%87%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%A2%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D9%82%D9%8A%D9%82-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%83%D9%8A%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7/
https://www.rt.com/news/387105-syria-talks-safe-zones/
https://sputniknews.com/middleeast/201707221055786552-syria-russia-deescalation-agreement/
https://www.rt.com/news/400220-syria-ghouta-deescalation-rebels/
https://stj-sy.com/en/view/185
https://stj-sy.com/en/view/124
https://stj-sy.com/en/view/124

