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About STJ

“Syrians for Truth and Justice” (STJ) is an independent, non-governmental non-profit Syrian 
organization. It involves a number of Syrian human rights defenders, both men and women, from 
different backgrounds and affiliations. The founding team also includes academics from different 
nationalities.
STJ works for Syria where all citizens, males and females, enjoy dignity, justice and equal human 
rights.



 Hundreds of Syrian-Russian Airstrikes Destroy Daraa Infrastructure
 during Most Recent Battle

3

Index

Preface . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4

Origin of “Death Rather Than Humiliation” battle for Manshiya  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5

Russian/Syrian warplanes strikes cause deaths and injuries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8

Hospitals/Organizations out of service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9

Continued Airstrikes Result Large Death/Displacement of Civilians  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12

The Continued Shelling Causes More Deaths and Destruction  . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  14

Proof Syrian Regime Using Civilians as Human Shields . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  16

Continued Indiscriminate Bombing of  Civilians and Refugees . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20



 Hundreds of Syrian-Russian Airstrikes Destroy Daraa Infrastructure
 during Most Recent Battle

4

Preface:

On February 12, 2017, Syrian armed opposition factions announced the battle “Death rather than 
Humiliation” in the Daraa province , with a goal of gaining control of the Manshiya neighborhood, 
which had been held by the regular army since 2011. However, the Russian air force, which backs 
the regular army, attacked with violent and primarily indiscriminate airstrikes, on opposition-held 
areas causing many civilian casualties. In addition, medical centers and schools were put out of 
service. This according to verified accounts and testimonies from Daraa collected by Syrians for 
Truth and Justice (STJ).

Map illustrating the location of Manshiya

https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Daraa,+Syria/@32.6228488,36.0644302,10257m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x151beddbe3fad6e5:0x627d4c644d6a0576!8m2!3d32.626434!4d36.1033061?hl=en
https://www.stj-sy.com/ar/index/news
https://www.stj-sy.com/ar/index/news
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Origin of “Death Rather Than Humiliation” battle for Manshiya

The Manshiya neighborhood lies in the western part of Daraa approximately 1,5km away from the 
border crossing point with Jordan, the Old Custom House, which was captured by the armed Syrian 
opposition in October 2013. In the east of Manshiya lies the Nasib border crossing point controlled 
as well by armed opposition since April 2015. The crossing points are about 13km from each other. 
Jordan closed both borders at the face of passengers and cargo due to intensive battles for control 
of the region.

Syrian armed opposition factions represented by Al-Bonyan Al-Marsous1 Operation Headquarters 
including Hai’at Tahrir asch-Scham2, Fateh al-Sham Front, formerly al-Nusra Front, released a state-
ment to explain the reasons for launching the battle for Manshiya, summarizing several goals:

• To control the Manshiya neighborhood, the last regime strongholds in Daraa Al-Balad.
• To end the violent shelling almost daily on armed opposition-held eastern villages and neighbor-
hoods, such as Daraa Al-Balad, Tariq as-Sad, the Palestinian refugee camp, and al-Nouaima. 
Notably the Manshiya and al-Sahara neighborhoods became sites from which to fire mortar shells, 
locally made Phil rockets, and conduct snipping operations against civilians and opposition mem-
bers. All of which led to dozens of deaths and injuries which was considered a violation of several 
international resolutions, the last was Russian-Turkish guarantee cease-fire agreement on De-
cember 31, 2016.   STJ has documented in a report   that many civilians were killed and wounded 
in shelling ground-to-ground missiles, Phil rockets, from the launch center in Manshiya held by the 
Syrian regime.

1 In late 2015, up to twenty armed factions declared a joint operation room under the name al-Bonyan al-Marsous with 
the aim of coordinating the attacks against the Syrian regular army in the east neighborhoods of Daraa. Some of these 
factions are Ahrar al-Sham al-Islamiyya Movement, Hai’at Tahrir asch-Scham as well as elements in the Free Syrian 
Army. 

2 On January 8, several Jihadist factions in northern Syria announced their integration under the name ‘Hai’at Tahrir 
asch-Scham” led by the (Ahrar al-Sham) opposition movement’s former prince, Hashim al-Dheikh, also known as Abo 
Jabir al-Sheikh. These factions are Jabhat Fateh al-Sham, formerly al-Nusra front, Nour al-Din al-Zenki Movement, 
Liwaa al-Haqq, Ansar al-Din Front and Jaysh al-Sunna.

http://www.mfa.gov.tr/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D9%82%D9%85_-333_-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%AE_-29-%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%88%D9%84_%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%B3%D9%85%D8%A8%D8%B1-2016_-%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AD%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%A5%D8%B9%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%88%D9%82%D9%81-%D8%A5%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B2%D8%B9%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%88%D9%85-%D8%A3%D9%86%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9.ar.mfa
https://www.stj-sy.com/en/view/76
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.Al-Bonyan Al-Marsous” Operation Headquarters Statement”
”Photo credit: the Operation Headquarters in “Al-Bonyan Al-Marsous

In addition, the regular army’s slow progress was another reason that encouraged armed opposi-
tion factions to start the battle. It was a serious concern when the regime army advanced to the Old 
Custom House, which is considered the lifeblood for opposition factions given it is the only line to 
supply food and medical staff. People also travel to and from the eastern countryside to western 
countryside of Daraa and to al-Quneitra province as well, which would be threatened by the regular 
army’s advance.

Finally, opposition factions believed that if they could seize Manshiya, they would have the chance 
to capture other regime-held security centers because of its important geographical location. Man-
shiya is higher than Daraa al-Balad, so it overlooks the western neighborhoods and military zones 
held by the regime, including the most important security box as well as notorious Hamida at-Taher 
checkpoint, which is known for extrajudicial executions. Finally, Manshiya also overlooks Brigade 
132, Taqtq Battalion and the air base.
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Map illustrating the Manshiya neighborhood as well as the Old Custom House with Jordan



 Hundreds of Syrian-Russian Airstrikes Destroy Daraa Infrastructure
 during Most Recent Battle

8

Russian/Syrian warplanes strikes cause deaths and injuries

On February 12, 2017, the regular army carried out an indiscriminate bombardment on opposition-
held areas, caused scores of deaths and injuries among civilians as well as on opposition elements 
who were on the front lines against with the Syrian regular army.

According to STJ, the child identified as Mohamed Hadi Amar al-Hindawi al-Massalmeh was killed 
in the indiscriminate bombardment on as-Sahara neighborhood. Imad Jihad Ahmad Thyab, a child, 
also died in al-Mzereb. In other neighborhoods of Daraa al-Balad, Busra al-Sham and Gharaz Area, 
STJ documented 13 casualties and several injured, mostly from the armed opposition, from the at-
tack. There was also damage to civilian houses in Daraa al-Balad, as well as the following towns: 
eastern Ghariya, Western Ghariyah, al-Nouaima, Yadoda and Tafas.

In addition, on February 13, 2017, Media activists Omar Ahmad Abo Nabout and Abdallah Nouri 
ash-Shouli al-Elian were killed when sniper guns injured them while they were trying to cover the 
events in the area. Some activists attempted to transfer them to Jordan for care. The Jordanian au-
thorities had previously blocked the Syrian border in the face of refugees and injuries in the wake 
of a suicidal bomb on June 22, 2016, in al-Rukban refugee camp on the Jordanian border. Several 
civilians died and injured. 

Image showing destruction caused to civilian houses in the Russian airstrikes on Busra al-sham 
Photo credit: Alaa al-Faqir
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Hospitals/Organizations out of service

On February 13, 2017, more than   twenty barrels bombs   and 19 locally made “Phil rockets3” were 
directed at civilian areas in Daraa al-Balad.  This is in addition to the twenty air raids conducted by 
Russian-Syrian warplanes   the day after the first strikes. As a result of this shelling in Sayda town 
and Gharaz, located in the east countryside of Daraa, there were many civilian injuries. In addition, 
several organizations, hospitals, medical centers and civilian institutions closed their offices and 
suspended work to maintain civilians’ safety. Dr.  Mohamed al-Ahmad (pseudonym), the director of a 
medical center, told STJ “the regular army and its allies bombarded hospitals, schools, bakeries and 
residential areas in an attempt to pit the social support institutions against opposition elements to 
force them stall the ongoing battle in the Manshiya neighborhood. Medical help was very hard given 
the intensive artillery shelling and airstrikes which caused too many injured people and the nature of 
many injuries that needed high potentials”. 

Image of Media activist Omar Abo Nabout
Photo credit: Activists from Daraa 

3 Short-range missile “1300”m developed by Syrian regular forces and named as “Lion’s Roar rockets” whereas the op-
position forces call it “Phil rocket” as it has a sound like the elephant’s. It is four meters long and filled with TNT a high 
explosive object. A vehicle with two platforms fires it.

https://youtu.be/N-7KsZvBBQE
https://m.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=VvP-RqOE0bw
https://m.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=VvP-RqOE0bw
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Image of Media activist Abdallah Nouri ash-Shouli al-Elian
 Photo credit: Activists from Daraa 

Doctor Mohamed clarified that several medical centers completely closed and became out of serv-
ice because of the direct bombardment and air raids such as Daraa al-Balad field hospital. People 
now need to travel 10 kilometers to get healthcare in other medical centers away from clash points. 
(Nabd Syria TV published a video tape showed that Daraa al-Balad field hospital is out of service 
because of the Russian/Syrian bombardment.) Other hospitals no longer open included Isaa al-Ajaj 
field hospital, Eastern Ghariyh hospital, Western Ghariyah hospital, Saida hospital, and Yadoda 
hospital. Whereas others suspended work fearing of targeting the patients, the medical staff, or the 
equipment. These hospitals are al-Ehsan charity, and Um al-Mayathen among others.

https://youtu.be/Eqv8galFB6Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IP5On9xUdx8


 Hundreds of Syrian-Russian Airstrikes Destroy Daraa Infrastructure
 during Most Recent Battle

11

As a result, Daraa neighborhoods are suffering from disastrous medical conditions due to 
successive shelling and raids. Moreover, several field hospitals and medical centers already 
lack staff and equipment, as many doctors are detainees, displaced or injured. Dr. Moham-
med claimed the regime is targeting deliberately this part of Syrian society. He added: 

“ The percentage of medical workers declined to 10% from the total numbers of doctors in the east 
of Syria. On February 19, 2017, Mahran Swiydan, one of the medics of field hospital staff, died in 
the bombardment. More than 300, 000 people used to benefit from those medical centers. However, 
after the successive shelling and airstrikes since April 12, 2017, we have many critical conditions 
prevented from transferring to neighboring countries and crossing the borders. Moreover, they do 
not go to regime-controlled areas fearing arrest or settling scores.”

صورة تُظهر الدمار الذي لحق بمشفى درعا البلد نتيجة الغارات - مصدر الصورة مصور وكالة نبأ الإعلامية.

.Image showing the damage to Daraa al-Balad hospital due to the airstrikes
Photo credit: Nabaa Media Foundation
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Dr. Mohamed also appealed to organizations and foundations related to medical affairs, in which he 
said: 

“We hope to address the situation of the wounded and injured, facilitate transferring them to neigh-
boring countries through diplomatic and international relations, supply medical centers with staff and 
medicine needed, especially anesthetics, tranquilizers and equipment of the operation rooms, and 
to provide fuels diesel given that hospitals operate permanently on electrical generators.”

Continued Airstrikes Result Large Death/Displacement of Civilians

On February 14, 2017, four children from the same family died because of the continuous attack on 
Tariq as-Sad neighborhood. In addition STJ documented 15 casualties as well as dozens of injured 
due to the artillery shelling on Eastern neighborhoods of Daraa and the opposition-held towns in 
both the Eastern and Western countryside. Russian warplanes shelled civilian houses in residential 
areas of Daara al-balad and Nouaima town.  The shelling also resulted in the only water reservoir 
being put out of use as well as water being cut off Daraa city, forcing the locals to get water from the 
water tanks.  

At the same time, On February 15th, Russian warplanes escalated shelling on armed opposition-
held areas and carried out approximately 30 air raids in addition to firing 20 barrel bombs. These 
strikes injured 50 civilians and resulted in five deaths. The bombardment occurred the day before 
the peace talks held in Astana, the capital of Kazakhstan. The negotiations were between the oppo-
sition delegation and the regime delegation in order to uphold the ceasefire brokered by Russia and 
Turkey. The warplanes stopped their military campaign on the day the meeting convened. The next 
day, however, Syrian regular army resumed the shelling  according to Hmeimim airbase channel 
, the channel of  Russian army, which derives information from Syrian/Russian official parties denied 
this pause in shelling.

 “We strongly deny accusations that Russian Air force and Satellite reduction in providing aerial aid 
to our friend, the Syrian forces, in the south of Syria. Our planes have conducted 340 airstrikes for 
five days so far in that area, which equals 30 days of aerial support of the Republican Guard Units 
stationed in Deir az-Zor and its military airport.”

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=kGusWJt56fA&feature=youtu.be
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=413638902316796&id=306297646384256
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Abdallah As-Sarhan, the Director of Syrian Civil Defense in Daraa province, talked to STJ about 
the fierce attack by the regular army, backed by Russian warplanes on Daraa neighborhoods, he 
said the attack caused a massive devastation to civilian houses, scores of casualties and wounded, 
as well as evacuating approximately 3,000 families from Daraa neighborhoods. In addition to 1450 
families from Nouaima due to the intensive artillery shells, warplanes airstrikes, and successive bar-
rel bombs since February 12, 2017. It should be mentioned that most targeted areas did not contain 
any military points. He added:

“Families were evacuated to other safe villages. About three or six families now stay in a single 
house, others stay in the plains where tents were set up with the help of Syrian Civil Defense. The 
statistical outcome of the ongoing bombardment since February 12 to February 22 was 104 deaths, 
176 injured, including children and women. Many others were in critical conditions and had to be 
transferred to neighboring countries, given the lack of medical care in field hospitals, which most of 
them went out of service in the bombardment. In addition, high-security by Jordan prevented many 
of the injured to cross the border for treatment so they faced increased chances of dying.” 

It is worth mentioning that the Director of the Syrian Civil Defense Abdallah as-Sarhan died along 
with his follower Anwar Hazaa. Syrian war media broadcasted a video tape showing the targeting 
of his car on the road between Daraa and Um al-Myathen. The video came a day after the targeting, 
on March 20, 2017. After inspecting the tape, it demonstrated that it was the same where the Direc-
tor’s car exploded.

https://youtu.be/EppXcc8I8b8
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The Continued Shelling Causes More Deaths and Destruction  

On February 17, 2017, STJ documented the indiscriminate bombardment on Busra al-Sham by the 
Russian warplanes as well as the artillery shelling on al-Majimer village located in the west country-
side of as-Suwaida. The bombardment affected civilian houses and a preparatory school in the city 
center as well as caused great damage to public and private properties. Warplanes never stopped 
shelling the east countryside of Daraa.

.Image showing damage caused to preparatory school in Busra al-Sham 
Photo credit: Alaa al-Faqir

On February 19, 2017, in a deliberate attack on a field hospital, the bombardment killed four civil-
ians and wounded scores. The hospital also went out of service, an STJ reporter stated. Finally, 
the shelling affected civilian houses in al-Yadoda town as well. One of the raids hit Mohamed al-
Thaljy’s house, killed five members of his family and wounded a little girl.

https://youtu.be/kixFINvEscA
https://youtu.be/kixFINvEscA
https://youtu.be/nKklvlGfveY
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Separately, the war zone in the city witnessed a relative calm, though there were several barrel 
bombs dropped on neighborhoods of Daraa al-Balad. The clam was a result of many ISIS-affiliated 
cells moving to Hawd al-Yarmouk area and imposing its control on several villages formerly held 
by Syrian armed opposition. ISIS extra-judicially executed dozens of civilians along with opposition 
members.

Then on February 23, the Syrian regular army started a counter-offensive against opposition factions 
that were busy fighting the extremist organization ISIS. Helicopters struck neighborhoods of Daraa 
al-Balad with more than twenty airstrikes and thirty barrel bombs, and struck Busra al-Sham with 
several airstrikes and barrel bombs forcing the civilian Organizations to suspend its activities 
and for hospitals to go out of service. In raid to the west, the Syrian regular army fired mortar shells, 
killed 15 and wounded scores of civilians including the child, Osama ar-Riba’ei. The bombardment 
on Busra al-Sham also killed a child, Omar Jamal al-Mesry, finally, Al-Jiza town was bombarded 
with 2 barrel bombs and two women were killed.

Image Representing Damage to Civilian Houses in Busra al-Sham
Photo credit: Alaa al-Faqir

https://t.me/BosraPress/160
https://youtu.be/Kw-GZ3Isl2s
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Image Representing Damage affected to Civilian Houses in Busra al-Sham.
Photo credit: Alaa al-Faqir

Proof Syrian Regime Using Civilians as Human Shields

Whenever the opposition factions advanced in the Manshiya district, the pace of shelling increased 
on areas controlled by them. Civilian deaths were the purposeful result. In fact, proof has emerged 
that civilians are being used as human shields. 

Civilian deaths continued to grow as the bombardment continued. For instance, on March 12, 2017, 
following the violent battles between both parties, the Operations Headquarters of al-Bonyan al-
Marsous declared control of Abo ar-Raha checkpoint and the surrounding buildings.  This 
led the Syrian regular army to escalate the number of airstrikes the Russian warplanes had already 
carried out. Beginning March 12th , and the next six days, more than 69 raids, including three that 
carried cluster munitions, dozens of barrel bombs and ground-to-ground missiles (Phil rockets) tar-
geted Daraa al-Balad neighborhood, Al-Jiza town, Saida and al-Mesefra. This was alongside many 
artillery shells that destroyed civilian houses in the towns of Tafas, Um al-Mayathen, Nouaima, al-
Yadoda, al-Tyba, and Gharaz, including violent shelling using rocket launchers as well as use of 
heavy machine guns.  The STJ Reporter said many civilians were wounded and others killed in the 
bombardment. From Daraa al-Balad, the casualties were identified as Mahmoud Yousef Akrad and 
his wife Nesrin al-Fayez, the child Farid Ahmad al-Massalmeh. From Nasib town, the casualties 
were identified as Fawziya Mohamed Majarish, Dr. Hasan al-Hariri, and the media person Mohamed 
Aba Zed, known as George Samarah, during shelling of the field hospital in Daraa al-Balad.      

https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=416493498686234&substory_index=0&id=410481672620750
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=416493498686234&substory_index=0&id=410481672620750
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Dr. Hasan al-Hariri has been killed in shelling the field hospital by Syrian-Russian warplanes

 Photo credit: activists from Daraa 

Mohamed Mousa Massalmeh, an activist from Daraa city, talked to STJ from Tariq as-Sad near 
Daraa al-Balad. He stated: 

“Destruction in Daraa al-Balad exceeded 70% as a result to Syrian-Russian shelling with barrel 
bombs, thermobaric weapons and cluster munitions. The situation is very bad in ash-Shiyah district 
as the regular army struck it with Tuchka missiles forcing many civilians to be displaced to the east 
countryside of Daraa.” The death toll topped 90 people in the east countryside of Daraa. 

Massalmeh also stated that panic and fear dominate the residents, everyone believes they are just 
waiting death without being able to do anything in the face of the devastating military machine of 
Syrian regular army, he added: 

“Every time I document the bombardment of my city, I feel helpless to do anything while 
watching its devastation. It is something sad and heart-wrenching. We experienced periods 
when every single day more than 50 raids targeted us with barrel bombs, Phil rockets, doz-
ens of mortar and artillery shells.”
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Alalam News Channel, which is loyal to Syrian regular army, posted a video tape from inside 
the residential areas of Daraa that showed elements of Syrian regular army equipping launch pads 
to fire Phil rockets towards areas controlled by opposition factions. The launch pads were in as-
Sahara neighborhood, specifically in front of Khalid ibn al-Walid mosque, north of Hetin preparatory 
school.   

http://www.alalam.ir/news/1926705
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Additional sites were also represented, such as: 

1. The Mofida checkpoint, located in the densely populated neighborhood of al-Kashef, contains a 
rocket launcher, Vozdika carrier, and large numbers of heavy artillery and mortar shells. 
2. The new municipal stadium and the Shilka Battalion, located in al-Sabeel neighborhood, both 
contain large numbers of heavy artillery. 
3. The fire station, the Civil Defense Regiment and the al-Basel Park, where many people live in 
nearby, appear to be the most important points for launching ground-to-ground missiles (Phil rock-
ets) and mortar shells on opposition-controlled areas.. 
4. The as-Sahara and al-Matar neighborhoods, stationed among residential blocks, are used to 
launch Phil rockets through portable platforms. 
5. The al-Dahiya Bridge, near the residential suburb of Daraa, is used to launch Phil rockets. 
6. The al-Yarmouk hospital is used by the Syrian regime to fire Phil rockets using portable bases. 
7. The new governmental complex, located in al-Kashef residential neighborhood, the regime in-
stalled rocket launchers on top of it and used as military base.   

It is very important to note that the above incident and this list of locations confirm that the regular 
army uses civilians as human shields in the areas it control.

Continued Indiscriminate Bombing of  Civilians and Refugees 

The Operation headquarter in al-Bonyan al-Marsous reported on March 27, 2017, that Syrian armed 
opposition forces resumed military operations against the regular army, killing  many regime sol-
diers and seizing  several blocks. The regular army then started a counter-offensive with dozens of 
airstrikes, barrel bombs, and Phil rockets that resulted in many civilian casualties in Daraa Camp 
for Palestinian refugees. Some of the casualties were identified as Ahmad al-Zahloqi, Aboud al-
Qa’iri, and Jihad al-Fashoni. Then, on March 29th, 2017, Russian air raids on al-Tyba killed “Amar 
al-Zo’ebi, Safiya al-Zo’ebi and wounded thirteen more. The following day, March 30th, the Syrian 
regular army severely bombarded the Tariq as-Sad neighborhood and killed Fatima al-Jarad.
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The regular army never slowed down its bombardment of the densely populated area of ash-Shiyah 
and, on April 5, 2017, three civilians were killed, including a child, Malak az-Zeer. The other injured 
civilians were given medical help.  

On April 8th, 2017, opposition factions announced control of several strategic checkpoints in al-
Manshiya neighborhood and that many regular army soldiers had been killed as well as cap-
tured. Moreover, the opposition forces posted images alleged to be of tunnels that the regular army 
attempted to use in its attempt to seize the Old Custom House of Daraa as a means to open the 
border with Jordan and separate Daraa into two parts. 

صورة تُظهر الدمار الذي لحق بمدرسة للتعليم الابتدائي في مدينة بصرى الشام نتيجة قصف الطيران الحربي الروسي  

)صورة خاصّة بمنظمة سوريون من أجل الحقيقة والعدالة – تصوير: علاء الفقير(

Image of one of the tunnels seized by opposition forces
Photo credit: the Operation Headquarters in al-Bonyan al-Marsous

https://youtu.be/mVDW1XDcMLI
https://youtu.be/mVDW1XDcMLI
https://youtu.be/mVDW1XDcMLI
https://youtu.be/mVDW1XDcMLI
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 Image of one of the tunnels seized by opposition forces

Photo credit: the Operation Headquarter in al-Bonyan al-Marsous

After the opposition factions seized theses strategic areas, Syrian/Russian warplanes consolidated 
the airstrikes with cluster munitions and killed  women and children of the same family, including the 
mother, Elham Salim al-Mesry, who was due to  have her baby soon. The next evening, the Russian 
aircrafts struck Dae’l, causing the field hospital, Nabd Horan, to go out of service, and killing the 
nurse, Munther Jamous. 
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Image showing a raid on a civilian houses in Daraa al-Bald neighborhood

Photo credited: Alaa al-Faqir

 Image showing a raid on a civilian houses in Daraa al-Bald neighborhood
Photo credit: Alaa al-Faqir
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Abo Abdallah al-Mahameed, Director of the Syrian Civil Defense, provided STJ with verified statis-
tics concerning the dead and the injured from the ”Death Rather Than Humiliation” battle from its 
beginning on February 12th  to April 11, 2017.

(461) raids
501 barrel bombs
25 airstrikes with cluster munitions
 113 artillery shells and rocket launchers
19 ground-to-ground missiles “Phil rockets”
5 long-range missiles “Tuchka”. 
The resulting death toll indicates: 
Casualties: 101 adult males, 28 adult females, 19 children
Wounded: 223 adult males, 84 adult females, 46 children
Evacuated: Over 8000 families
Finally, STJ documented the following civilian casualties from February 12th, 2017 to April 8th, 
2017:

DescriptionFull nameNO. 
civilian The child Mohamed Hadi al-Hindawi al-Massalmeh1
civilian The child Imad Jihad Thyab2
civilian Jouma’a Mohamed Hussein al-Mousa3
civilian Hasan Faris Oqla at-Telawi4
Civilian, media man Basil Nayef ad-Droubi5
Civilian, media man Omar Ahmad Abo Nabout6
Civilian, media man Abdallah Nourdin al-Hariri7
civilian The child Mohamed Wasim Abdurrahman8
civilian The child Fatima al-Mesry9
civilian The child Obada Mos’ab al-Himsi10
civilian Zayed Ibrahim al-Mesry11
civilian Khawla Ali al-Massalmeh12
civilian Amal Dakhil Kiwan13
civilian Shoukrya Mohamed al-Mesry14
civilian Rawan Mohameed Zattima15
civilian Mofleh Mohsen Sharaydeh16
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DescriptionFull nameNO. 
civilian Niroz al-Haji17
civilian The child Yousef Mohamed al-Fashtakeh18
civilian The child Yamamah Atef Abo Nabout19
civilian Mohamed Zayed al-Mesry20
civilian Zayed Ibrahim al-Mesry21
civilian The child Saja Wasim Abdurrahman22
civilian The child Alma Wasim Abdurrahman23
civilian The child Anna Wasim Abdurrahman24
civilian The child Malak Shakir Haz’a al-Massalmeh25
civilian Shebli Fandi al-Mahameed26
civilian Abdurrahman Farhan al-Qetefan27
civilian The child Ahmad Abdallah al-Hariri28
civilian The child Mohamed Abdallah al-Hariri29
civilian The child Ola Ismael Ibrahim30
civilian Huda Ayed al-Massalmeh31
civilianThe child Ola Mes’ab ar-Rifa’ei32
civilian Abdallah Khalil al-Kasour33
civilian Ziyad al-Mesry34
civilian Hadeel Ahmad al-Mesry35
civilian The child Tariq Ziyad al-Mesry36
civilian The child Mohamed Ziyad al-Mesry37
civilian Amar az-Zo’ebi38
civilian Safiya az-Zo’ebi39
 Civilian, media man Mohamed Jabawi al-Habous40
civilian The child Mazeed Ahmad al-Massalmeh41
civilian Mahmoud Yousef Akrad42
civilian Nesreen al-Fayez43
civilian Ziyad Suleiman ar-Ramah44
civilian Abdelaziz Abdurrahman al-Oqla45
civilian Fatema Soultan al-Khateeb46
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DescriptionFull nameNO. 
civilian Amani Hussein az-Zo’ebi47
civilian Mohamed Akram al-oqdad48
civilian Maher Ahmad ash-Shelbi49
civilian The Child Omar Jamal al-Mesry50
civilian Sameera Hussein al-Aliyan ad-Dous51
civilian  Mohamed Asfour52
civilian Alaa al- Massalmeh53
civilian The child Osama Khalid ar-Riba’ei54
civilian Ibrahim Nizar al-Far’e55
civilian Afaf Ahmad al-Massalmeh56
civilian Do’aa Mohamed al-Thalji57
civilian Ghaidaa Mohamed al-Thalji58
civilian Elham Mohamed al-Thalji59
civilian Bisan Mohamed al-Thalji60
civilian Meral Housam as-Soudi61
civilian Qasim Mohamed ar-Refa’ei62
civilian Sibal Qasim ar-Rifa’ei63
civilianBayan Mohamed ar-Rifa’ei64
civilian Fawzya Abo Atouq65
civilianMohamed Redwan ash-Sho’aib66
civilianThe child Mohamed Yousef al-Fashtakeh67
civilian The child Yamen Mohamed al-Fashtakeh68
civilian The child Mohamed Ahmad as-Souwidani69
civilian The child Milar Housam as-Soudi70
civilian Farah Ibrahim Kiwan71
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Opposition deaths from February 12, 2017 to April 8, 2017, are listed below:

DescriptionFull nameNO. 
 Free Syrian Army fighter Khalid Ahmad Nassar1
 Free Syrian Army fighterObeida Mohamed Abdrrazaq2
 Free Syrian Army fighterAli Nayf Aba Zed3
 Free Syrian Army fighterMahmoud Amjad Issa4
 Free Syrian Army fighterAhmad Khiyam al-Mahameed5
 Free Syrian Army fighterAhmad al-Qaddah6
 Free Syrian Army fighterAhmad Mohamed Salman Aba Zed7
 Free Syrian Army fighterIbrahim Nidal al-Mesry8
 Free Syrian Army fighterAlaa Adnan Dal’o9
 Free Syrian Army fighterAhmad Qasim al-Massalmeh10
 Free Syrian Army fighterWalid Mohamed al-Mefa’lani11
 Free Syrian Army fighterHussam Fawaz al-Jehmani12
 Free Syrian Army fighterYaseen Fawaz al-Jabawi13
 Free Syrian Army fighterHasan Jarwan al-Massalmeh14
 Free Syrian Army fighterMohamed Anwar al-Krrad15
 Free Syrian Army fighterImad Amar al-Mahameed16
Free Syrian Army fighterMahmoud Khaldoun Bajbouj17
Free Syrian Army fighterQasim Yaseen al-Hariri18
Free Syrian Army fighterAbdurrahman Attalla al-Hariri19
Free Syrian Army fighterMohamed Ahmad Mousa al-Hariri20
Free Syrian Army fighterMohamed Mousa al-Massalmeh21
Free Syrian Army fighterHashim Hamdi al-Aqayla22
Free Syrian Army fighterMohamed Ali Rashid Aba Zed23
Free Syrian Army fighterMalik Ali Ismael Aba Zed24
Free Syrian Army fighterAnas Klib25
Free Syrian Army fighterAbdurrahman Natheer al-Mesry26
Free Syrian Army fighterAbdlilah Abdallah al-Zo’ebi27
Free Syrian Army fighterMohamed Abdallah al-Jawabra28
Free Syrian Army fighterMohamed Yousef Salih al-Mesry29
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Opposition deaths from February 12, 2017 to April 8, 2017, are listed below:

DescriptionFull nameNO. 
 Free Syrian Army fighter Housam Ali al-Haj Ali30
 Free Syrian Army fighter Ahmad Karam al-Mesry31
 Free Syrian Army fighter Obada Mahameed32
 Free Syrian Army fighter Omar Ziyad al-Karrad33
 Free Syrian Army fighter Ahmad Yousef Abo Nabout34
 Free Syrian Army fighter Ayman al-Hiraki35
 Free Syrian Army fighter Mo’az Ghazi Abo Zereq36
 Free Syrian Army fighter Omar Yaser al-Shelbi37
 Free Syrian Army fighter Qasim Mohamed Ali Hamad38
 Free Syrian Army fighter Ahmad Atef Aba Zed39
 Hai’at Tahrir asch-Scham Mohamed Abdlghani Osta40
 Hai’at Tahrir asch-Scham Mousa Awd ash-Shehadeh41




