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About Syrians for Truth and Justice/STJ 

 

Syrians for Truth and Justice /STJ is a nonprofit, nongovernmental, independent Syrian 

organization. STJ includes many defenders and human rights defenders from Syria and from 

different backgrounds and affiliations, including academics of other nationalities. 

 

The organization works for Syria, where all Syrians, without discrimination, should be accorded 

dignity, justice and equal human rights. 

 

 

 

  

  

https://www.stj-sy.com/en
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The journalist Barzan Liani, Barzan Hussein Ramadan, born in Girkê Legê  / Maabadah in 1975, 

married with four children. He started his journalistic career in several Kurdish sites, including 

Welatême . net, he also worked with other media outlets, such as Gelî KurdIstan  channel, besides 

he has recently worked with the Kurdish channel “Zagros” along with Ark Program group, and he 

was a member of the “Syrian Kurdistan Book Union”. 

 
 
On 13 May 2017, Barzan Liani drove his car to Rmylan at around 12 p.m. after the internet and 
telephone networks were cut in Girkê Legê  /Maabadah. He wanted to call his son who lives in 
Iraqi Kurdistan, but Barzan did not go back to his house on that day. His family were surprised 
that four consecutive hours passed without any news of him, as he was much attached to his 
family and his little daughters and he was not used to be away from home for long periods. 
 
 
Mahmud Liani, a leader in the Kurdish Youth Movement and the uncle of the disappeared 

journalist Barzan Liani1 said that eyewitnesses told the family afterwards that pro-Autonomous 

Administration Asayish forces arrested Barzan in the southern entrance of Rmylan and took him 

to an anonymous place inside Rmylan. 

Several attempts began to find out the fate and whereabouts of Barzan either by the natives or 

by people close to the Democratic Union Party/PYD. Indeed, there was a confirmation at first of 

Barzan’s presence with the PYD but no visits were allowed. In the early days of his arrest, his wife 

and his little son were not allowed to visit him as the Autonomous Administration authorities 

replied that he would come back home soon, and that they had just some enquiries that he must 

answer and there were no charges against him. 

 

About a month before the incident, Barzan was on a private visit to Iraqi Kurdistan, not on a 
business visit, and when he attempted to come back through Semalka crossing border, he was 
banned from entering Syria, but returned two days later after he found another way which was 
smuggling. 
 
 
 
More than two months have passed since Barzan’s arrest, and the family’s attempts to determine 
his whereabouts exactly did not succeed because after the Autonomous Administration 
authorities stated that he was in Rmylan, his whereabouts was concealed completely. 
 

http://www.welateme.net/
http://karwan.tv/geli-kurdistan-tv.html
http://context.reverso.net/translation/english-arabic/satellite+channel
http://karwan.tv/zagros-tv.html
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0ahUKEwjThMWmvNrVAhXFNpoKHfBHBeUQFggmMAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Far-ar.facebook.com%2FGirke.lege.p&usg=AFQjCNHtd34WHt2AbtCYhaY9HBhd3fYB5g
https://www.facebook.com/The-Kurdish-Youth-Movement-TCK-208452102612466/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratic_Union_Party_(Syria)
http://context.reverso.net/translation/english-arabic/a+business+visit
http://context.reverso.net/translation/english-arabic/a+business+visit
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On 16 July 2017, after vigorous attempts through rights and international organizations to 

pressure the authorities, his father, his wife, his son and his cousin managed to visit him at the 

"Nafkure" detention facility in Qamishli. During the trial courts, the judge allowed them to see 

Barzan for few minutes. Barzan could then give a summary of his situation where he told them 

that he had been detained for only 10 days in Rmylan, and then he spent about 37 days in a single 

cell in another detention facility located in Dêrîk  / al-Malikiayah and after that he was transferred 

to the Nafkure detention facility in Qamishli. Barzan’s family noticed the great psychological 

effects over him because of his detention, as well as his loss of much weight during the months 

of arrest. It should be noted that he did not suffer from any diseases before the arrest. 

 
 
Barzan’s uncle described the psychological situation in which Barzan’s family underwent: 
"Before being a journalist or an activist, Barzan is a husband and a father of little children. All 
of us know how much Barzan is attached to his children and their attachment to him, and it did 
not happen to miss his home more than two or three days. His little daughters are facing a very 
difficult psychological situation especially after the end of the holy month of Ramadan and 
spending the Eid holiday while their father is detained." 
 
 
Syrians for Truth and Justice/STJ could not determine the reasons behind the detention of the 
journalist Barzan Liani by the Autonomous Administration authorities. 
 

 

 

Picture of Barzan Liani – Source: His Family 

 
 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=11&ved=0ahUKEwiJz5ey0trVAhWkDZoKHQYvDNcQFghmMAo&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dimoqrati.info%2F%3Fp%3D29145&usg=AFQjCNEpz07hrkSTLY0c2Bqly4z5FwFrPg

